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Titanic, biggest 
blockbuster of ‘98 


Fashion trends 
for 98, subtle 


Bhutan, land 
in the sky 


Featuring 
“lll Be There For You” 


_Available 
Exclusively On 
HMV Musicassettes & CDs oRPpG 


‘PERSPECTIVE’ WAS 
GREAT READING 


Another pop star on the 
horizon, this time, Vikas 
Bhalla, who has the back- 
ing of bigwigs like Pepsi, 
Intercard and MTV. Let's 
see whether his albums 
will be a hit in the sea of 
albums inundating the mu- 
sic market. Incidentally, 
folks, isn't it high time that 
you Started covering music 
videos in your reviews sec- 
tion-if I were to review 
some of the lesser known 
ones, I’d say ‘Pure bull’ to 
some and ‘Excellent’ to 
some others. How about 
it ? 

Perspective on ‘What it 
takes to rise to the top’ was 
a great article indeed, fol- 
lowing one’s dream, man- 
aging one’s weak points in- 
stead of repeating the 
strong ones and develop- 
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have a request. Kindly 
publish the lyrics of - 
MLTR, Bon Jovi, Scorpi- 
ons, Tina Turner and Cliff 
Richard. 


Iam very grateful to you 
if you publish any lyrics of 
the bands. I wish all the 
best to UPBEAT and keep 
ex 0 os 

SADANANDA KHANIKOR, 

DIBRU-AMGURI 


INFORMATIVE & 
EDUCATIVE 


I am an avid reader of 
UPBEAT. I find your maga- 
zine very informative, edu- 
cative, highly entertaining 
and superb in every re- 
spect. Nevertheless I have 
a suggestion regarding the 
way you print your photos, 


ing a (self)-cheering ses- | | 


sion are some tips most of 
us can put to good use. I 


definitely intend to follow | ™™ 


the ones I don’t at present. 
Another neat piece was 


on ‘11 ways to add zest to, 


your career’-leaping first, 
asserting oneself and lis- 
tening to your inner voice 


are all factors which we | | 
tend to forget when under ] | 
tense situations, and, more | 


often than not, we tend to 
follow the dictates of the 
leader of the herd. 


Here’s looking forward 
to more such articles, to re- 
ally give us that ‘Upbeat’ 
edge to life. 


AMIT A. LOIWAL, 
BARODA 


LYRICS AND BLOW-UPS 
GOGD 


I buy your magazine for 
two reasons. Firstly for the 
lyrics of various artists or 
groups and secondly for 
the blow-ups of different 
pop stars or bands. Thanks 
to you for doing such a 
wonderful work. Now, I 


enth letter to you but my 
letter is never published in 
your magazine. I really 
love your magazine. It pro- 
vides basic knowledge of 
music. Posters, fashion ar- 
ticles and lyrics are all 
good but I think more ar- 
ticles should be included 
in UPBEAT. More colour 
pages should be included 
in it. If you would even 
charge Rs. 20-25, it would 
be reasonable for that kind: 
of matter and colour. Actu- 
ally I want to have more of 
your previous issues. Like 
other magazines, other is- 
sues should also be printed 
over and above UPBEAT. 
So that we can enjoy read- 
ing UPBEAT. 


RAJAT RADHU, 
NEW DELHI 
WHAT IT TAKES TO 
REACH THE TOP 


I enjoyed reading your 
‘Perspective’ in your De- 


| cember issue. It was very 


| enlightening. Most of us 


don’t know the hidden re- 
sources we have and how 
to make the most of them 
and reach the top. Little do 


1 we realise that a lot of hard 


_| work, discipline and posi- 


white. [| would like to re- 
quest you to print it on 
standard newsprint and 
colour on glazed and 
please publish the posters 
of Alicia Silverstone, 
Aishwarya Rai, Suneeta 
Rao, Sonali Bendre, VJ 
Raageshwari, Sharon 
Stone, Demi Moore and the 
Backstreet Boys’ in 
UPBEAT’s poster section 
in the near future. 


ANDREW KITHS, 

CHUMUKEDIMA 
POSTERS, FASHION 
ARTICLES GOOD 


I am writing the elev- 


a a 


tive thinking are required 


) to reach the top. 


A case in point is that of 


| Arnold Schwarzenegger 


who was a skinny teenager 
living in Austria when in 
spite of his parents’ doubts 
he threw himself into 
weightlifting. Three times 
a week he went to the local 
gym and each evening, he 
worked out for several 
hours at home. Today the 
champion bodybuilder- 
turned-actor is the biggest 
box-office draw in the his- 
tory of movies and one of 
the richest men in show' 
business. He has reached 
the pinnacle because of 
hard work, discipline and 
positive thinking. 

It’s enlightening to learn 
that those who reach the 


headiest heights in any 
field aren’t necessarily the 
ones with the greatest tal- 
ent, they are the diligent 
few who put in the hours. 

SUBHASH JHA, 

PATNA 


A NEW STAR ON THE 
HORIZON 


The last few years have 
been great for the Indian 
pop music. So many new 
singers like Daler Mehndi, 
Anaida, Mehnaz, Colonial 
Cousins, Lucky Ali have 
attained fame and given a 
new direction to Hindi 
pop. And now handsome 
Vikas Bhalla, Bollywood 
actor is experimenting § 
with anew sound by bring- 
ing out a rock album called 
‘Awara’ which is good fora 
debut and the singer does 
show a lot of potential. 
Your interview of Bhallain f 
the December issue was § 
quite interesting. | 


With a classical train- J 


_ing, Vikas should do well. 


With competition increas- 
ing in the marketplace and § 
many newcomers cutting | 
albums, only the good ones 
will survive as both the 
music industry and the 
young listeners are getting 
more discerning and they 
have a wider choice. 


GEETA DIAS, § 
BOMBAY 


TINSEL TOGS FOR 
FESTIVE SEASON 


Your fashion pages are 
getting interesting but | 
wish they were in colour 
and there were fashions for 
guys too as they are getting 
more fashion-conscious. 
Toclay fashion is big news 
for guys and babes. They 
are all out to impress their 
friends with their hip 
clothes and wild _ hair- 
styles. 


Hope to see better pic- 
tures and more pages on 
fashion. 

TANAZ BATLIWALA, 
PUNE 
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LIGHTER SIDE 


Weird 
alien 
ina 
weird 
cr 


arly the other morning, an 
alien spaceship landed at 
my doorstep and a weird- 
looking alien rang my door- 
bell. I was brushing my teeth when I 
opened the door. Seeing me frothing 
at the mouth, the alien stepped back. 
“Oh, don’t worry, I’m not rabid”, I 
assured the alien, inviting him in- 
side. “I won’t bite”. 


“But how about a bite to eat?” [ 
proudly presented him a plate of ice 
cubes. “I’ve made them myself !” 


“Mmm, this delightful dish needs 
just one thing”, he crunched the ice 
cubes in his mouth, “someone else to 
prepare it. You must give me the 
recipe.” 


“Sorry”, I declined politely, “it’s a 
top secret!” 


“Did you clean this plate?” he gri- 
maced. 


“Why, I did so myself”, I declared, 
“with soap.” 


“Then it’s the taste of soap that 
makes it worth eating”, his face was 
turning green. | took it that he was 
wearing a make-up that changed by 
itself from time to time. 


“Tell me”, he asked in wonder, 
“how do you make these ice cubes fit 
the sections of the ice-tray so per- 
fectly?” 


“Ah, now that takes some doing”, I 
tried not to brag. “First you prepare a 
huge chunk of ice and then you cut it 
into small pieces to fit the ice-tray 
exactly in size!” 


“You take a lot of trouble over 
your food”, he whistled. 


“What to do”, I said, “the only 
thing we'll eat is food.” 


“My, that’s weird”, he observed. 
“We also eat up the corrupt people 
on our planet and we pee fuel in a 
shortage!” 


“Then beware”, I warned him, 
“you won't be welcome here!” 


I showed him around my place. 
Taking time over my computer. 


“Hey, why is your pet dog danc- 
ing?” he wanted to know. 


“Oh, just ignore him. The dog’s a 
show-off”, I said. “It’s just that the 
dog learnt to dance before I could 
learn to use my computer.” 


“Actually”, I went on to explain, 
“I’m just waiting for them to come up 
with a remote to operate the com- 
puter, like this TV remote one can 
use without having to get up.” 


“What exactly does the TV remote 
do?” he asked me. “Does it make your 
TV set come over to where you're 
sitting?” 

“No,”, I replied, “but when there 
are no good shows on TV, it makes 
the set dance on its four legs to enter- 
tain you!” 

“Wow, I really like this painting 
on your wall!” marvelled the alien. 
“This reminds me of an old flame of 
mine! Can I take it with me?” 


“Oh no”, I said, 
fortune!” 


‘it cost me a 


‘What makes it so expensive?” he 
asked. 


“Why, it’s a fascinating piece of 


modern art”, I replied, “and no one 
can make head or tail of it!” 


Just then the phone rang. It was 
my boss. 


“Today my boss has really upset 
me!” I banged down the receiver. “He 
expects me to work on a working 
day!” 

“So what’ll you do?” the alien 
asked me. 


“T guess I'll have to suffer today”, I 
sighed. “I'll go to the beach and roast 
in the sun while my boss enjoys him- 
self in the cool of the air-conditioned 
office!” 


On our way to the beach, I tossed 
grains to pigeons. This made the 
alien frown on me, “How can you 
just throw away food like this when I 
believe there are people starving on 
this planet?” 

“T know”, I agreed, “but I’m afraid 


I can’t throw grains far enough to 
reach all those people.” 


Later, when he left in his space- 
craft, he promised to send me cards 
from his world. 


“Don’t forget to send one to my 
dog”, I told him. 


“He can read?” the alien asked me. 


“Of course, not”, I laughed, “but 
I'll read it out to him.” 


And as a parting gift, I presented 
the alien safety-pins. Not to hold up 
his pants but to prick himself by way 
of acupuncture. 


“Man, you guys are really weird?” 
was the parting compliment of the 
weird alien as he took off in his weird 
craft. 


SUBROTO MUKHERJEE 
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COVER 
STORY 


“The times, they are a chang- 
ing," sang Bob Dylan in the sixties 
and they still haven't stopped. 
With technology advancing so 
rapidly that your springtime com- 
puter gets obsolete by summer, 


Fashion directions for the new 
year may not be too earth shatter- 
ing but then things have turned 
into more minimalistic trends over 
the years. The fashion gurus in 
India are taking the more safe and 
Sure route or turning extravagant 
with the most lavish styles. So the 
trends for the new year take a par- 
allel course from the basic to the 
brave. Read about these new 
trends and get set for ‘98. 


with fashion claiming victims fast 
and furious, with the political sce- 
nario getting more bizarre by the 
minute, how do the young people 
living in India cope with all this? 
How do the class of '98 juxtapose 
dhoti-clad, paan-chewing corrupt 
politicians against the backdrop of 
Coca Cola and Channel (V)? 
What hopes and aspirations do 
they hold in their hearts, how do 
they view the big picture? We 
talked to a bunch of young people, 
all from diverse family and social 
backgrounds. They are between 
sixteen and twenty-five years old, 
all from Bombay and have varied 
interests. 


Pop singer Suchitra recently 
released her third album, titled 'A- 
ha’, under the Magnasound label. 
Her first two albums, ‘Dum Tara’ 
and ‘Dole Dole’, which were 
launched by the same music com- 
pany, were major successes. In an 
interview with UPBEAT, Suchitra 
talks about the new album, how 
she's matured as a singer, her 
hopes and aspirations for this al- 
bum which she feels is her best so 

far. 


SPECIAL 
FEATURE 


Titanic, the much-awaited and 
most expensive film ever made 
opened in the U.S. on December 
19 and Is slated for release in India 
in the first week of March. !t should 
be the biggest and best film of 
1998. and is most likely to walk 
away with the Academy Award for 
Best Picture in the spring of 1998. 
On November 1, at the Tokyo 
Intenational Film Festival, audi- 
ences got a first look and gave it 
resounding applause with hun- 
dreds of young Japanese women 
screeching for the film's star, 
Leonardo Di-Caprio to flash a 
smile and a serious James 
Cameron, the director telling the 
Capacity crowd of about 2200 the 
historical meaning of the nautical 
disaster. Read all about the mak- 
ing of ‘Titanic’. 
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p Bangalore-based model 
co-ordinator invites 
friendship from bold and 
beautiful girls interested 
in modelling, glamour 
world, fashion shows in 
India and abroad, and 
films etc. Freshers/estab- 
lished models welcome. 
Write with photograph to 
Mr. Prakash, Mother (In- 
dia), 707 Barton Centre, 
M. G. Road, Bangalore-1. 
p> Hey guys’n gals, I'm a 
guy of 18 and wanna be 
your friend. Do you want 
me as your friend. If so, 
contact: Aditya 
Belapurkar, 23 Manik 
Nagar, Gangapur Road, 
Nashik-422005. 

> Hi! I’ma guy of 22 inter- 
ested in listening to music, 
travelling movies and spe- 
cially making 


broadminded girl-friends 
between 17 to 25. Drop a 
line to Rajeshkumar N. 


Madkholkar, C/o Rajesh 
Paints, 4 Shrinathnagar, 
Near Chaitanyanagar Bus 
Stop, Taroda, Dist. 
Nanded. 


> X'tremely BM energetic 
young guy seeks like- 
minded, taboo-free, fun- 
loving girls/ladies for ex- 
citing friendship. I love 
music, movies, BMC, ad- 
venture and all new things 
which make life meaning- 
ful and healthy. Locals pre- 
ferred. Reply assured to all. 
Write with phone number 
to Jinesh, B. Sports, 31 
Reddy Raman, Madras-79. 


> Hi! I’m Bhubon, a col- 
lege lecturer into vintage 
motor bikes, WW II 
events, art movies Ameri- 
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can country music, export 
management and TQM, 
numismatics, iconogra- 
phy, camping etc. I would 
like penfriends, age, sex, 
language no bar. Those in- 
terested in sincere and 
long-lasting friendship, 
write to Bhubon Lahkar, 
Karnachal Hill, 
Silpukhuri Post, 
Guwahati-781003 


P Hello! I'm a guy of 17 
into watching movies, 
making new friends, mod- 
elling, swimming and ad- 
vertising. Rush your letters 
to Amit Halarnker, Room 
No. 15, Don Bosco Boys 
Hostel, Panaji, Goa- 
403801. 


> Hi! I'ma guy of 21 inter- 
ested in music, travelling, 
movies, friendship with 
BM fun-loving gals. Shoot 
your epistles to Mukesh 
Kumar Agarwal, Siddhi 
Vinayak, Poddar Com- 
plex, Hindi Bazar, 
Gorakhpur-273005. 


> Attention! I’m a guy of 
24 wanting good-looking 
male friends from Delhi, 
Mumbai, Bangalore, Goa 
or anywhere else. Rush 
your letters with a snap to 
Bobby, Chiaimak-11, 
MiB Po. Hospital, 
Nadkarni-Park, Wadala (FE), 
Mumbai-37. 


> Hi! I’m a guy of 37 fond 
of penfriendship with 
frank unmarried, married 
divorcees (ladies only). 
I’m into music, reading, 
cricket. Rush your letters 
to Subhash C. Meghani, 
414 Sadar Bazar, Jhansi- 
284001 (Reply assured). 


P Hello! I’m a guy of 26 
fond of exchange of letters, 
views and gifts, seeing new 
places, foreign culture and 
language, photography, 
helping needy persons. 
Drop a line to Suresh 
Kumar Gupta, Gupta Pro- 
vision Store, B-10 Rana 


Pratap Bagh, Delhi- 

110007. 
Name 
Sex ______—C—CT—._ Dt ff Birth 
Address 


Hobbies or Interests 
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‘PEN PALS’ COUPON 


Fee: Students — Rs.30+ Adults — Above 21, Rs.40+ 
Rs.50+ extra for photographs. 


Send Drafts, Money Orders & Cheques (Local only will 
be accepted) addressed to UPBEAT, 3B Elegant 
Apartments, Sobhani Road, Colaba, Bombay-—400 005. 
Please note these are not ads but editorial copy for 
which we are charging you ‘nominal fee and we have 
the discretion to change your copy to suit our 
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The Circulation Manager 
Upbeat 

3B, Elegant Apartments , 
Sobhani Road, 

Bombay 400 005. 

Tel. No. 2187224 


Upbeat 

Dear Madam, 

Yes! | agree Upbeat is what | need. | would like 
to subscribe to it for 12 issues beginning this 
month. 


Enclosed: 
|| Demand Draft LJ M.O. Receipt 
|] Cheque (local cheques only) for Rs. 160 


Name: 
Address: 


Signature: = _—-_—_—c Date: 


India's Most Comprehensive Magazine on Youth 
Cheques/Drafts should be in favour of “UPBEAT” 


from the Editor 


It’s time to ring out the old and ring in the new. But 
one can’t forget 1997 as it was particularly momentous. 
Transitions of one kind or another-deaths, near deaths, 
births and even near-births-continued throughout the 
year, leaving some sad, some ecstatic, some bewil- 
dered and some nervous. Millions of people around 
the world wept at the untimely death of Diana, Prin- 
cess of Wales but the end of East Asian economic 
miracle will cause countless millions grief that is more 
palpable. The Angel of the slums, Mother Teresa also 
left us and what a loss it was to the destitutes of 
Calcutta and elsewhere. The models too lost someone 
last year, the designer Gianni Versace who was felled 
by the bullets of a psychopath. Another grand old 
institution, the Congress had a brush with death until 
at the last minute, the decision of Sonia Gandhi to 
campaign for it breathed some life in it. Two United 
Front governments fell leaving the country to face 
another costly election. 


While it’s hard to predict what 1998 holds for us, 
let's hope that we have a stable government, the 
economy revives and the educational system im- 
proves. 1998 could witness the beginning of the end of 
the classical mode of education through the Internet 
and the information boom. 


Since youth is our primary concern, we have turned 
the spotlight on the kids of 1998 in our cover story. 
What are they like? Are they obsessed with all the 
things money can buy, fast cars, sleek outfits, nights on 
the town, drugs, sex and techno? Are they a lost gen- 
eration? The situation is certainly alarming. The brash 
young things flash 500 rupee notes and their credit 
cards, they tear down the streets in their Mercs and 
BMWs, wear designer threads, carry around their mo- 
biles and dissipate the night away in discs and pubs. 
The wealthy parents actually take pride in the 
children’s spending habits and modern ways. The 
teenager faces an identity crises. Raring to go, wanting 
to break free from the clutches of regimental school 
behaviour, parental authority, brimming with energy, 
he feels the urge to be recognised. It is at this juncture 
in their lives that society must channelise their ener- 
gies at the right time in the right direction. 


But there’s still hope. Talking to some of the city 
kids, we find that there are youngsters whose feet are 
firmly planted on the ground, they are very ambitious 
and have a lot of dreams and hopes for ’98. 


We have a lot of good stories for you this month and 
of course, our regular columns are there. So happy 
reading and we wish our readers a happy new year! 


Srna hyedore 
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9d like to do an engi- 

neering course exter- 

nally. Please let me know 
where they are available. 


Neeraj Puri, New Delhi 


Engineering courses by 
external examination are 
available at: 


1. The Institution of Engi- 
neers (India), 8 Gokhale 
Road, Calcutta - 700020 


2. Institution of Mechani- 
cal Engineers (I), 307 
Janmabhoomi Cham- 
bers, 29 Walchand 
Hirachand Marg, 
Ballard Estate, Bombay 
- 400038 


3. Indian Institution of In- 
dustrial Engineering, 
NITIE, P.O. Vihar Lake 
Road, Bombay - 400087 


4. The Institution of Elec- 
tronics and Telecom- 
munication Engineers 
(IETE), 2 Institutional 
Area, Lodi Road, New 
Delhi - 110003 


5. IGNOU offers program- 
mes in engineering and 
computer applications. 
The address is Maidan 
Garhi, New Delhi - 
110068. 


9 m doing B.Sc. final in 
Geology. I would like 

to take up Master’s Degree 
Course after my gradua- 
tion. Kindly give informa- 
tion about different 
branches of Geology with 
special emphasis on Ap- 
plied Geology and Marine 
Geology. Also, let me 
know where good institu- 
tions are located in the 
country and the criteria 
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for getting admission into 
these institutions. 


Titus Nowluck, Imphal 


Specialised courses in 
the field of geology are of- 
fered at the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Kharagpur. 
The courses suitable for 
you would be the two year 
M. Sc. programme in geol- 
ogy and geophysics after 
completion of a relevant 
B.Sc. course and a three- 
year M.Sc. programme in 
exploration, geophysics 
open to science graduates 
with relevant subjects. 


Oceanography is of- 
fered as an M.Sc. course at 
School of Marine Sciences, 
Cochin University of Sci- 
ence and Technology, Co- 
chin - 682016. Eligibility : 
B.Sc. with physics and 
mathematics/chemistry or 
B.Sc. in mathematics with 
physics/chemistry. The 
National Institute of 
Oceanography, Goa also 
offers a post-graduate 
course. 


Geologists find employ- 
ment in teaching, research 
and exploration/survey 
work in government and 
public sector organisation. 
They may also work for the 
private sector as consult- 
ants. 


The Geological Survey 
of India and the Central 
Ground Water Board re- 
cruit geologists on the ba- 
sis of the geologists’ exami- 
nation conducted by the 
PSG: 


Other organisation 
where geologists are 
placed are : Coal India 
Limited, ONGC, National 
Geophysical Research In- 
stitute (Hyderabad), Centre 
for Earth Studies 
(Thiruvanathapuram), 
Mineral Exploration Cor- 
poration Limited, National 
Institute of Hydrology, In- 
dian Institute of Tropical 
Meteorology, Hindustan 
Zinc Limited and Wadia 
Institute of Himalayan Ge- 
ology (Dehra Dun). 


Each organisation re- 
cruits geologists against va- 
cancies arising in the 
organisation. Selection is 
usually on the basis of an 
assessment of the aca- 
demic record, interview 
and a written examination. 
Research institutions pre- 
fer to select candidates 
with doctoral degrees. 


Geologists have lucra- 
tive prospects in private 
consultancy work also. 


9m a B.Sc. student. I’ve 
also decided to do a 
computer course (C++, 
Java) simultaneously. But, 
I do not know what scope 
such a course would have. 
Also advise me on the 
scope of a B.Sc. (computer 
science). After my B.Sc., I 
intend doing a manage- 
ment course. So what 
should I do - MCA, 
MBA...? 


Suresh Nair, Bombay 
Regarding doing a B.Sc. 
and a computer course si- 
multaneously do give it 
some serious thought. 
Evaluate yourself psycho- 
logically and determine 
whether you can cope with 
these programmes at an 
academic level as well as 
on a personal level. 


The University of 
Mumbai does not offer a 
B.Sc. (computer science), 
however, Pune University 
offers a three year pro- 
gramme, Bachelor in Com- 
puter Science. VJTI offers a 
Master of Computer Appli- 
cations for which you re- 
quire to be a graduate in an 
allied discipline, at the 
very least. And as for the 
MBA - don’t you think you 
should take one step at a 
time ? 


fter my graduation, I 

would like to 
specialise in a foreign lan- 
guage and would like a ca- 
reer in it. Do give me some 
guidance. 


Reshma Rai, New Delhi 


Most of the important 
universities in the country 
conduct diploma, degree 
or certificate courses in 
many foreign languages. 
The eligibility conditions 
differ from university to 
university, but mostly, the 
degree courses are open to 
graduates in any disci- 
pline. 


The duration of the 
courses also varies with a 
minimum period of six 
months allocated to the 
certificate courses. 


There are many foreign 
language training insti- 
tutes which offer 
specialised training in a 
particular language at dif- 
ferent levels. 


German is taught at the 
Max Mueller Bhavan at 
Bombay, Bangalore, Cal- 
cutta, Madras, Hyderabad 
and New Delhi. There are 
basic level as well as ad- 
vanced level courses with 
durations varying from 
two to five months. 


French language classes 
are organised by the Alli- 
ance Francaise centres at 
Calcutta, Bombay, Ahmed- 
abad, Bangalore, Goa, 
Karikal, Chandigarh, 
Hyderabad, New Delhi and 
Pune. It normally takes a 
student two and a half 
years to acquire a diploma. 


Italian language classes 
are held by the Italian con- 
sulate at Bombay. The 
course is organised at three 
levels and each level is 
of approximately three 
months’ duration. 


Classes in the Russian 
language are conducted by 
the cultural centres of Rus- 
sia in New Delhi, Bombay 
and Calcutta. 


Japanese language 
classes are organised by 
the Indo-Japanese Associa- 
tion at Bombay. 


In the metropolitan cen- 
tres the foreign language 


classes at the different in- 
stitutes are of good stand- 
ing from the professional 
point of view. 


In the other centres the 
university courses could 
be taken up. 


Arabic and Persian are 
offered as Master’s courses 
in Many universities, espe- 
cially the central universi- 
ties. 


Those who have ac- 
quired the graduate level 
of proficiency in foreign 
languages may go in for the 
Master’s programmes at se- 
lected universities. The 
CIEFL (Central Institute of 
English and Foreign Lan- 
guage) at Hyderabad con- 
ducts MA (correspon- 
dence-cum-attendance) 
courses in Arabic, French, 
German and Russian for 
diploma or degree holders 
in these languages. 


At the JNU (Jawaharlal 
Nehru University) School 
of Languages, New Delhi a 
five-year integrated M.A. 
programme in foreign lan- 
guages is offered to plus 
two level school leavers. 
Admission is on the basis 
of an entrance test which is 
of the objective type. The 
areas of knowledge tested 
are proficiency in English 
and overall general aware- 
ness. The languages taught 
include Persian, Modern 
Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, 
French, German, Russian 
and Spanish. Students 
completing the three-year 
BA (Hons) programme in 
foreign languages auto- 
matically become eligible 
for the two-year MA pro- 
gramme. This is the most 
comprehensive course in 
foreign languages available 
in the country. 


The Indian Institute of 
Tourism and Travel Man- 
agement at New Delhi from 
time to time organise for- 
eign language classes there 
or at the IITTM at Gwalior. 


Prospects are fairly 
good for all categories of 


work and vary according to 
the nature of the assign- 
ment and level of special- 
ist knowledge. Proficiency 
in foreign languages is an 
asset in the tourism depart- 
ments of the government 
and private travel agen- 
cies. Travel agencies may 
hire the services of lin- 
guists as escorts for tourist 
groups to coordinate threir 
travel plans and arrange- 
ments and to make their 
tour successful and enjoy- 
able. Hotels and airlines 
also require the services of 
persons proficient in for- 
eign languages. 


Tourist centres and 
commercial centres of the 
country offer the maxi- 
mum number of opportu- 
nities to those proficient in 
foreign languages. The 
usual hunting grounds are 
the consulates and embas- 
sies. You should register 
yourself with these agen- 
cies and even the yellow 
pages as this is where per- 
sons searching for transla- 
tors will look first. The 
more enterprising inter- 
preters even send out di- 
rect mailers to likely em- 
ployers. Freelancers have a 
lot of freedom in function- 
ing and can earn a good 
income from short-term to 
one assignment, word will 
go round establishing them 
in the business. 


fter finishing mv 

graduation in 1998, 
I'd like to get into film pro- 
duction and direction. 
How do I go about it? 


Rani Mathur, Lucknow 


There are specialised 
courses for all aspects of 
film-making. The various 
renowned institutes where 
such training is available 
are fully equipped with all 
types of equipment and 
students are exposed to the 
latest techniques of film 
production. 


Among all the insti- 
tutes, the Film and Televi- 
sion Institute of India 


(FTII) at Pune is the only 
one where technical train- 
ing courses in all aspects of 
film-making are con- 
ducted. 


The FTII offers three- 
year specialisation courses 
in: 

1. Film direction 


2. Motion picture photog- 
raphy 

3. Sound recording and 
sound engineering 
with a basic one year of 
integrated training. 


The course in film-edit- 
ing is of two-year duration 
with one year of integrated 
training. Television train- 
ing is imparted in pro- 
gramme production, tech- 
nical operation in the stu- 
dios, TV films and TV 
graphics and design. 


The courses in film edit- 
ing and film direction are 
open to graduates in any 
discipline through an en- 
trance examination. Can- 
didates with qualifications 
equivalent to graduation 
are also eligible to apply. 
The entrance examination 
evaluates general knowl- 
edge and general mental 
ability. Those who qualify 
in the written test are 
called to Pune for a seven 
day cinema orientation 
programme which is fol- 
lowed by an aptitude test. 


Some other institutes 
imparting specialised 
training for films are: 

1. Institute of Film Tech- 
nology, Madras 


2. Filmand Television In- 
stitute of Tamil Nadu, 
CIT Campus,Madras 


3. Indira Memorial Insti- 
tute of Film and Televi- 
sion Technology, 
Berhampore (Orissa) 


4. St. Xavier’s Institute of 
Communication, Bom- 
bay 


Research Centre, Jamia 
Milia Islamia, New 
Delhi, 


5. Mass Communication * 


a 


lease give me informa- 
tion on the National 
Defence Academy course? 


Naresh Singh, New Delhi 


Out of the average 
50,000 to 60,000 HSC-pass 
collegians who take the 
UPSC exams, specifically 
for the NDA, only around 
one-third pass. These 
move into the hands of the 
Services Selection Board © 
(SSB). 


The applicants have to 
undergo intensive medi- 
cal, psychological and 
written tests, outdoor ac- 
tivity contests, personal in- 
terviews to appear on the 
SSB ‘merit list’, from 
which around 300-odd 
join the NDA as cadets. Air 
Force hopefuls have to 
take the Pilot Aptitude 
Test, which once failed, 
can never be taken again. 
The NDA takes in new ca- 
dets in January and June, 
every year. 


Three years to gradua- 
tion (BSc/BA), affiliated to 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Uni- 
versity, New Delhi. The 
course is divided into six 
semesters. It is in the final 
semester that one 
specialises for the army, 
navy or air force. 


Army cadets go to the 
Indian Military Academy, 
Dehra Dun; Navy cadets 
join the INS Teer or INS 
Krishna in Cochin; Air 
Force cadets move on to 
the Air Force Training 
Academy in Hyderabad. 
These courses are 1 1/2 
years long, after which one 
gets a rank. 


OF OF 


Everything 
you always 
wanted to know 
about careers and 
where to pursue them will 


be answered by our Career 
Counsellor. So send in 


your queries. No 

individual replies 
will be 
given. 


SEX EDUCATION 


e I am 19 years old 
and think that I have a 
problem with my nipples. 
These seem to remain in- 
wards but during mastur- 
bation they come out and 
become hard. My breasts 
are not firm. Please suggest 
some exercises to make 
them firm. 


S., Lucknow 


A. In medical language 
you have retracted nipples 
i.e. the nipples are pulled 
inwards. A good number of 
women have it. A gentle 
massage of the nipples be- 
tween finger and thumb 
might help to correct it. Re- 
tracted nipples are no 
health problem except that 
the newborn baby cannot 
suckle property and the 
mother may get cracks and 
cuts as a result and the 
breasts may swell with 
milk. In this case, doctors 
will advise the use of 
nipple shield. Nipples and 
breasts during sexual ex- 
citement get more en- 
gorged with blood and 
hence stand out with 
greater firmness. Regard- 
ing sagging breasts | sup- 
gest you do the physical 
exercises that you did in 
school. This will stren- 
gthen your chest muscles. 


e I have been in love 
for the last three years. He 
has kissed me thrice. But 
now I feel guilty. He also 
agrees that we should not 
indulge in physical act so 
soon. I can never think of 
another guy touching me. 
What will I do if he betrays 
me? 


Anita, Bangalore 


A. At 19, you are on the 
threshold of becoming an 
adult. As an adult you will 
have to make many deci- 
sions including personal 
ones like - should I allow 
him to kiss me ? How far 
shall we go ? When shall 
we marry ? If he leaves me 
what shall I do ? and so on. 
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Similarly, you and, of 
course, your lover will 
have to make up your 
mind about how far you 
will go. It is inevitable that 
if you are so close together 
some physical activity will 
take place. The decisions 
will be both yours as to 
how far you should go. Oc- 
casionally males take ad- 
vantage of a woman's love 
and make a woman go fur- 
ther than what she would 


have liked to. A firm ‘NO’ 
may break a relationship 


but it is better. now than 
much bitterness later. Re- 
garding whether the rela- 


tionship will last and con- 


tinue, you are young yet 


and it is still too early to 


finally make up your 
mind. Set the path you 


would like to follow and 
try to stick to it. 


e | am 23 years of age 
and next year I will get 
married. Uptil now I had 
sexual intercourse with 
roadside girls who sell 
flesh for money. I also mas- 
turbate daily. These days I 
notice that it pains me and 
I take longer to get satisfac- 
tion. Will this change in 
any way affect my personal 
life after marriage ? 


; Ganesh, Hyderabad 


A. The question you 
have to ask yourself is “Is 
the type of life I lead going 
to be suitable for me in my 
future life which includes 
marriage ?” Certainly your 
life-style today will not be 
conducive to a happy mar- 
riage which is based on 
love, responsibility, re- 
spect, feeling and under- 
standing of the partner. At 
present you seem to be 
thinking only of the physi- 
cal aspects. Yes, this is an 
important part of marriage 


but equally important is a 
good relationship. 


Hopefully, you are at 
least using a condom. Oth- 
erwise, you would have 
exposed yourself to a sexu- 
ally transmitted disease. It 


How to 


Keep 


is well-known that AIDS in 
India is being spread 
through prostitutes and 
professional blood donors 
and persons who take on 
multiple partners are at 
greater risk. While mastur- 
bation is harmless 
to the person, each person 
will have to decide the ex- 
tent - some persons need to 
do it daily, others less fre- 
quently - the body itself 
will tell you when it is in 
excess. Like in your case - 
pain and delayed satisfac- 
tion. All you need to do is 
to relax for sometime for 
the activity and channel 
your energies into other 
worthwhile activities. As 
you are getting married 
soon, develop more activi- 
ties between both sexes of 
your own social standing. 


away 


AIDS? 


e There are so many 
questions in my mind 
about AIDS and I am feel- 
ing extremely tense and 
worried. Can you contract 
AIDS through kissing ? 
What is the average 
person’s risk of getting 
AIDS ? 


Neeraj, Jaipur 


A e Why are you becom- 
ing so afraid and neurotic 
about the possibility of 
your getting AIDS. AIDS, 
so far, is not a very com- 
mon disease in India. Be- 
sides persons observing 
healthy sexual habits are 
not likely to get AIDS. Why 
not get a book or pamphlet 
from your library or book- 
store on AIDS or approach 
the health department so 


that you can get proper 
knowledge of AIDS. 
Healthy sexual practices 
can be practised once we 
know what allows the 
AIDS virus to be transmit- 
ted. The ways are: Between 
male homosexuals, be- 
tween heterosexuals, be- 
tween intravenous drug 
users sharing contami- 
nated needles from blood 
transfusions, from con- 
taminated blood products 
as well as from mother and 
infant. AIDS has been dealt 
with in an earlier issue of 
UPBEAT. 


If a person takes care to 
move in his own known 
circle of people, have 
sexual relations with a 
single known person, 
avoid going to prostitutes, 
avoid drugs and homo- 
sexual encounters, donate 
blood by all means because 
if done at a recognised 
blood bank they are careful 
to use sterilised equipment 
but check the source of the 
blood if taking it person- 
ally, avoid tatoo or 
acupunture needles or 
piercing earlobes or use ra- 
zor or toothbrush of others. 


Briefly kissing on the 
lips, shaking hands, shar- 
ing a drink, a cigarette, put- 
ting arms around a person 
is quite safe. 


e My friend who is 
just 17 feels her urinary 
passage itchy and burning 
and often swollen. Would 
you please advise her ? Is it 
necessary to see a doctor ? 


Madhuri, Bombay 


A. Very likely your 
friend does not carry out 
proper hygienic methods 
of washing and so she has 
developed a urinary infec- 
tion. Alternatively a vagi- 
nal discharge can also 
cause the same symptoms. 
She should see a doctor 
who can come to the cor- 
rect diagnosis. Usually it is 
simple to treat. In the 
meanwhile, instruct your 


friend that she should 


wash with water after ev- 
ery urination. The pubic 
hair should also be at- 
tended to. If she has 
scratching around the anal 
passage, threadworms may 
be detected and these also 
need treatment. 


e | am a girl of 19 and 
have been in the habit of 
masturbating since I was 
13. Every time I indulge in 
it I feel extremely guilty 
and sort of gloom and de- 
pression envelops me. I 
also feel a hypocrite to my 
family, as everybody loves 
me and thinks me to be 
such a pure and innocent 
person. 


Leena, Madras 


A. For a girl of 19 you 
should know better. The 
habit of masturbating is of 
common occurence and is 
one of the methods in 
which nature satisfies the 
great urge for sex which is 
inborn in us. It is only 
when the person excludes 
other activities that it be- 
comes necessary to treat it. 
The irritability and the 
feeling of guilt are part of 
the picture. What you must 
understand is that you 
should take an active inter- 
est in other activities both 
cultural and social, physi- 
cal exercises and mental 
effort. The habit then takes 
on a secondary role in 
one’s life and is then con- 
sidered quite normal. 


(). I am a 25-year-old 
married man. Since the 


‘last three months I observe 


that in the middle of sexual 
intercourse, suddenly [| 
lose my erection. Kindly 
advise me if I am suffering 
from a disease. 


C. S., Bombay 


A. From the descrip- 
tion you give, it is possible 
that your penis loses hard- 
ness because it is indicat- 
ing that you may be per- 
forming more then what 


the body can cope with. It 
is quite normal and will 
cause no harm. In any case, 
if occasionally you lose 
hardness it is nothing ab- 
normal. Also during fore- 
play it is natural that the 
penis will become erect. It 
may become soft some- 
times but the person can 
get another erection when 
the partner is ready for in- 
tercourse. The art and skill 
of love has to be learnt 
with the help of both hus- 
band and wife. Even 
though you do not suffer 
from any disease, it would 
be good to see a good doc- 
tor who is well-known to 
you and knows about these 
matters. 


e I am a 21-year-old 
boy and my penis is not 
straight. It bends to the 
right. Will this be an ob- 
stacle to a healthy sex life ? 
Will [ be able to satisfy my 
sex partner ? Please advise. 


John, Guwahati 


A. Your diagram of the 
erect penis does not indi- 
cate anything wrong. If you 
look at various people, 
their bodies differ from 
each other. Similarly, the 
penis may not be quite 
straight, Unless there is a 
very severe bending of the 
penis (your doctor can de- 
cide) just consider yourself 
normal. It will not at all be 
difficult to have sexual in- 
tercourse. 


e | am a newly mar- 
ried woman. My husband 
is keen to have anal and 
oral sex. Please advise on 
the various methods and 
precautions, so that it 
could be done safely and 
comfortably and also 
whether it is hygienic. 


Deepak, Calcutta 


A. Both you and your 
husband should under- 
stand that only if both like 
to do something like oral 


ND 


sex will it be normal and 
pleasurable for both. 
Therefore, both should dis- 
cuss oral and anal sex, 
which are indulged in by 
couples to heighten the 
sexual experience and de- 
cide whether it will give 
pleasure to both partners. 
Otherwise, it should not be 
done by occasional con- 
sent by the dissenting part- 
ner. 


Oral sex - Fellatio is 
when the female takes the 
male penis into the mouth 
and stimulates it by suck- 
ing it. Cunnilingus is when 
the male uses his mouth 
and tongue and kisses the 
female genital parts, par- 
ticularly the clitoris. The 
only precaution is for both 
partners to wash them- 
selves clean before the act 
and share the experience 
saying what is liked and 
what is not. Regarding anal 
sex the couple needs to be 
very careful. It can cause 
an infection of the urine in 
the male and if the penis 
and anus are not well lu- 
bricated with vaseline, it 
can cause cuts and bruises 
to the female partner lead- 
ing to fissures. It is there- 
fore not recommended ex- 
cept rarely when it should 
be carefully done. 


(Send your questions marked ‘Sex Education’ tor reply 


by Dr. Mahinder C. Watsa, Director, Medikon Sexual 
Sciences) 


COMPUTER EDUCATION 
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ec all know about the 
famous search en- 
vines. http://www. 
yahoo.com and 
http://altavista digi- 
tal.com are probably the best known 
Web site addresses. Most searchers | 
know also use Excite, Attp:// 
www.excite.com, Lycos, http://www. 
lycos.com/, and Infoseek, http:// 
www.infoseek.com/. And Hotbot, 
http://www.hotbot.com, is supposed 
to be good too. But there are many 
more specialised search engines, and 
using them might help you focus 
your searches. 


Looking for medical information? 
http://pride sun.poly.edu/ is a medi- 
cal search engine that knows medical 
terminology, uses a thesaurus of 
540,000 medical terms to expand or 
narrow searches for optimal results, 
and as if that weren’t enough, can 
even send queries to other search en- 
gines. Resources include articles 
from medical journals, definitions, 
images and case studies. http:// 
www.medsite.com, Medsite, is an- 
other good medical search engine. 


If it’s a finance site you're after, the 
search engine for it hAttp:// 
www.streeteye.com, which has the 
most relevant Web sites for finance 
and investment professionals, in- 
cluding sites from the financial news 
media, market data providers, bro- 


kers, banks, exchanges, investment 
Managers, government agencies, 
newsletters, academic institutions, 
and industry organisations. Stock 
Wiz,http://www.stock wiz.com, re- 
trieves investment information by 
ticker symbol or company name. 


Interpix’s Image Surfer, http:// 
isurft.interpix.com/, gives Web de- 
signers and graphic artists a fresh 
way of searching the Web for images. 
Each result comes complete with a 
thumbnail image. Beatrice’s Web 
Guide, http://www.bguide.com, a 
joint offering from web directory gi- 
ant Yahoo! and Women’s Wire, the 
San Francisco-based women’s 
lifestyle site, brings users a female- 
oriented search site. Yahooligans! 
(inspired name, that one), Attp:// 
www.yahooligans.com/, from Yahoo, 
indexes Kid-friendly sites. 


There are plenty of country-spe- 
cific search engines: http:// 
uksearch.com/, offers over 25,000 
sites in the UK domain; http:// 
www.arabseek.com/ finds sites re- 
lated to Middle East. Agni, http:// 
www.indiawatch.com/agni;123 In- 
dia, http://www. 123 India.com; and 
Khoj, http://www.khoj.com; are for 
India-content _ sites. http:// 
www.beaucoup.com/ with links to 
more than 450 search engines, is ac- 
cessible in English, French, Spanish, 
German, Dutch and Japanese. 


Searching for a person’s contact 
info? http://www.four11.com/ was 
one of the first to publish a directory 
of E-mail addresses; Who Where?’s 
People — Search is at http:// 
www.whowhere.com/; if someone 
has a listed phone number in the US, 
yOu, ‘May find at -at > avetp2// 
www.switchboard.com/. There’s the 
off-beat too. AvatarSearch, http:// 
www.AvatarSearch.com/, is dedi- 
cated to “magick, paganism and the 
occult.” Aqueous, inti pe// 
www.aqueous.com/, helps find sites 
that have water related content. 


Meta search sites search multiple 
search engines with a single com- 
mand, merge the results, remove re- 
dundancies, and serve you the re- 
sults in double quick time. Try Infer- 
ence Find at  Attp://www., 
inference.com/ifind/; MetaCrawler at 
http://www.metacrawler.com; 
Dogpile at hAttp://www.dogpile.com/; 
Searches at http://www.searches. 
com/, 

Search engines aren’t only for lo- 
cating web sites, either. Attp:// 
www.liszt.com, The Liszt Index of 
Electronic Mailing Lists, indexes 
over 65,000 LIST-SERV, LISTPROC, 
MAJORDOMO and independently 
managed mailing lists. With Refer- 
ence. Com, higtp:// 
www.reference.com, you can search 
Usenet and mailing list archives. 
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http://www.filez.com, Filez, a San Di- 
ego company, offers a search engine 
that focuses on FTP software sites. 
Forum One, neppe// 
www.forumone.com/, taps into over 
65,000 Web message systems. http:// 
www.searchenginewatch.com/ is 
Danny Calafia’s excellent site, with 
all of what you’ve previously found 
in ‘““A Webmaster’s Guide To Search 
Engines,” along with some new sec- 
tions and changes to make the site 
more accessible to search engine us- 
ers, as well as Webmasters. You can 
also sign up for an E-mail update that 
sends you the latest on Search En- 
gines. For specialised search engines, 
visit http://www.dreamscape.com/ 


frankvad/search.html. 
+ Strathclyde in the UK have 
developed a virtual reality 
head that can transport its user to 
anywhere in the world using a Inte- 
grated Services Digital Network 
(ISDN) link. According to the offi- 
cials of British Telecom (BT), which 
has cooperated with the researchers 
in the project, using the device, 
known simply as the “Head”, an user 
can visit Times Square in New York, 
or even take a walk into a pyramid 
without leaving the room. BT claims 
that an ISDN connection can link the 
user to the Head thousand of miles 
away, providing a real-time link and 
allowing the Head’s senses to be fed 
back to the user. The user's actions 
are then mimicked almost instantly 
by the Head. The Head is a robotic 
unit that looks like, and mimics the 
movements of, a human head. It in- 
cludes the ability to pan and tilt 
“neck” and zoom-in-with its “eyes” 
or built-in video cameras. 


According to BT, the Head uses a 
technology system known as 
“telepresence’, which is defined as 
the ability to feel present at a real 
world location remote from one’s 
own immediate physical environ- 
ment. This differs from virtual real- 
ity, the company claims, which pro- 
vides only the ability to feel present 
in a computer generated environ- 
ment. The Head has the added ben- 
efits of allowing an user to walk, talk 
and even interact with those around 
it. In one experiment, an engineer in 
the BT Laboratories in Ipswich was 
able to be “telepresent” at a lecture in 
Aberdeen at the same time as being in 
his Ipswich office. So the engineer 
was able to take part in the lecture 
and participate in a physical game, 


cientists at the University of 


despite being more than 500 miles 
away. 


The Head was born from an un- 
likely combination of leading space 
exploration virtual reality technology 
and a 1952 American short story. The 
concept of the Head was then devel- 
oped by Gordon Mair, senior lecturer 
in design, manufacturing and engi- 
neering management at Strathclyde 
University. “As a teenager I read an 
early 1950s sci-fi story called The 
Bridge by James Blish that centred on 
an astronaut who was exploring the 
hostile surface of Jupiter. As the story 
unfolds, it transpires that he isn’t 
there at all, but operating from one of 
Jupiter's less hostile moons. Al- 
though we haven’t yet quite made it 
to Jupiter, the principal concept is 
now available,” he said. “For ex- 
ample, we can place the head at a 
football match and have an user oper- 
ate the unit from another country. He 
can then put on a virtual reality hel- 
met and be there in real-time. When 
the user moves his head, the robot 
also moves. And the whole experi- 
ence is fully audio and visual. The 
user can turn to another supporter 
‘next’ to him and debate whether it 
should have been a penalty or not,” 
he said. 


Martin Gould, BT ISDN’s market- 
ing manager, said that the technology 
behind Head has to be one of iffe 
most revolutionary applications of 
ISDN lines. “It demonstrates the ver- 
satility of the service, which can be 
used for anything from enhancing a 
phone system to virtual reality,” he 
said. Potential applications for Head 
include operations in hazardous en- 
vironments, such as bomb and mine 
disposal, in the nuclear industry and 
hostile surveillance, or for remote 
space exploration, education and 
personal entertainment. Also, oppor- 
tunities for the disabled, and others 
of restricted mobility, can be greatly 
enhanced. 


Web 
Sites 


inding information on the 
F Internet is much more than just 
logging onto Yahoo! There are lots of 
extra techniques for getting to hard- 
to-find information and this online 


course from ForeFront will help you 
learn some of these. It’s free to sign- 
up and you can join from the Web 
site. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.ffg.com/courses/ 
InternetResearch.htm. 


he dictionary for all the language 

special to the Internet or online 
world is Net Lingo. You can search 
the database, browse, words by their 
first letter, get a desktop version to 
use while you browse and more! 
World Wide Web:  http:// 
www.netlingo.com. 


now, a Northern California 

Internet service provider, has 
opened a new Web site featuring chat 
rooms for women. Access to the 
rooms is via a Java chat applet, so 
users will need support for Java to 
access a wide range of subjects spe- 
cific to today’s woman. These in- 
clude politics, health, fashion, 
sports, family, career, romance and 
hobbies. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.womenchat.com. 


he Search for Extraterrestrial In- 

telligence (SETI) is an ongoing 
project by scientists to search for sig- 
nals from aliens in outer space. SETI 
also attempts rumour control, 
rumours being very widespread in 
the area of UFO sightings. At 
www.seti-inst.edu. 


his is the official online home of 

Bikini Atoll, the Central Pacific 
atoll used by USA for nuclear testing. 
Today, while the people of Bikini 
have yet to resettle their homeland, 
the island is populated by some 
workers. It is also gaining increasing 
worldwide attentioin and this Web 
site tells its story and what is happen- 
ing now. World Wide Web: http:// 
www.bikiniatoll.com. 


W e have “Joke of the day” and 
“Cool site of the day” so why 


not the same things for music? This 
site links each day to one or two fea- 
tured artists and provides links to 
RealAudio versions of a few of their 
songs. You can also access the back 
issues and check what music is cool 
online. World Wide Web: http;// 
www.cm)j.com/Newpicks/cm).html. 
H ave you often wondered what 
your dreams mean? Well, now 
you can know what your subcon- 
scious mind is trying to tell you. De- 
scribe your dream to the Deux et 
Machina Dream Input Device; if 
found interesting enough, it will be 


analysed. At www.birdhouse.org/ 
dreams. 
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Just go out to a Bombay disco where the 
Generation X hangs out in droves. They 
might as well be in uniform - tight denims, 
cropped tops, coloured hair, slinky bods 
with their celltels beeping. There's excite- 
ment on their faces at the prospect of rock- 
ing round the clock to the fast and frenzied 
music in their psychedelic paradise. Thriving 
on popcorn ‘n’ pop music, pornography 
and pleasure from ‘white powder’, they 
pine for easy money and instant success. 
Every second youngster dreams to live ‘life 
kingsize’ with designer clothes, sex, booze, 
drugs, discos, fast music, fast cars, fast 
bucks. Driven by big material ambitions, 
success means lots and lots of money. And 
in this dog eat dog world ail that matters to 
them is how fast they reach the top, who 
cares how many toes they trample upon in 
the process. As for ethics, it’s passe in India 


as we approach the new millenium. With 
the glitzy TV ads extolling a life of comfort 
and luxury, there’s plenty to fan the 
teenybopper’s thirst for goodies. 


On the flip side, the Class of ‘98 are 
superior in many ways to their forebears 
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Of 9s- 


and have a lot going for them. They're 
aggressive, innovative, daring, street smart, 
achievement-oriented, health-conscious 
and have loads of attitude. Also there's a 
whole world of opportunities opening up 
for them since globalisation. 


“The times,, they are a changing sang 
Bob Dylan in the sixties and they still 
haven't stopped. With technology advanc- 
ing so rapidly that your springtime com- 
puter gets obsolete by summer, with fash- 
ion claiming victims fast and furious, with 
the political scenario getting more bizarre 
by the minute, how do the young people 
living in India cope with all this ? How do 
the Class of ‘98 juxtapose dhoti clad, paan- 
chewing corrupt politicians against the 
backdrop of Coca Cola and Channel [VJ]? 
\hat hopes and aspirations do they hold in 
their hearts, how do they view the big pic- 
ture ? We talked to a bunch of young 
people, all from diverse family and social 
backgrounds. They are between sixteen 
and twenty-five years old and have varied 
interests. 


aran Dhaul, 16, studying in F.Y.J.C., St. 
Xavier’s College, talking about his dreams 
says, “if I live in India, I would be liked by 
everyone who knows me. In the U.S. if you’re 
famous, they’ll get you. I would like to be 
moderately famous... a psychic who can solve 
other people’s problems. I would like to know their 
minds and help them through alternative medicine 
such as reiki. I would never use this power with any ill 
intention. A few days ago, a friend of mine couldn’t 
walk in college. I took him aside and gave him some 
energy and after about fifteen minutes, he could walk 
again. J was delighted and naturally, so was he”. 


As regards money, according to him, “I only need 
the bare necessities and survival is all that matters. 
Having money is a luxury for me, not a necessity. It 
enables you to do a few more things that you wouldn't 
be able to do if you didn’t have any. Sometimes I could 
lust fora BMW, but I would be able to get by quite well 
without it. I’m so glad I wasn’t born with a silver 
spoon, I would have been a spoilt brat then. I feel guilty 
about living off my parents, I’d rather stand on my own 
two feet and support myself.” 


a 


Karan Dhaul 


Shattered by the political scenario, he claims, “At 
the rate we are going we have very little hope. Having 
the elections so often will itself get us broke. If there is 
instability in the government, no foreign investors will 
look towards prospects in India. I'm so sick of seeing 
so much ugly politics that if anything goes wrong, | 
might be tempted to leave.” 


On family influence he feels, “90% of the families 
in India are too conservative and orthodox. Especially 
in joint families you are expected to toe the line always 
and never allowed to be yourself. The smaller the 
family, the easier the survival.” 


“You can’t give your best unless you 
have innermost happiness” 


A very: talented and promising architect and inte- 
rior designer is young Darius Dhalla who graduated 
from the Raheja School of Architecture last year. He 
already has his hands full doing a landscape garden, a 
facade for an 8 storey building on Worli Seaface and 
has just completed two showrooms for Architectural 
Glass in Mulund and an innovative toilet for a friend. 

Says Darius, “it’s very challenging being on your 
own in this competitive world. Work is very important 
to me, so also being successful is but far more impor- 
tant is realising my innermost being. You,can’'t give 
your best to a job unless you have innermost happi- 
ness. I’m very competitive. I want to reach the top very 
fast but I want to let nature take its course. Any job I do 
I give it my best shot.” 


For talented Darius, life has not been a struggle as 
his parents are in the business of glass furniture and he 
has been moulded into this business. In fact, he does 
designing for his family business. With his experience 
and contacts, he’s fast establishing himself as an inte- 
rior designer. 


Like all the young and restless kids who've had 
everything by way of material comforts, Darius is ]ook- 
ing for some answers which give him inner happiness. 
And he seems to have found them. “I’m doing a 3 
month course in Kinesiology conducted by Dr. Warren 
Stag, an American in Pune for an organisation named 
Ajna. It’s a totally mind-blowing science based on 
cellular knowledge. Many of the youth doing this 
course have done drugs like LSD. Even | started 
fantasising about drugs before joining the course. 
These workshops help you in reprogramming of the 
brain. The kids today are so stressed out keeping up 
with the Joneses that they need something like kinesi- 
ology to help them in their self-improvement and give 
them peace of mind. When I graduated last year, | was 
in a confused state of mind with fears about career and 
relationships. Now I’m in control of myself and am 
using this knowledge in my day to day life. Kinesiol- 
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Ambika Sanjana 
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ogy changes your perception of life. It gives you confi- 
dence and makes you emotionally stable. At the same 
time it doesn’t stop you from having a good time.” 


Would he stoop to any level to achieve his goal? 
“I’ve been brought up in a family with a lot of values so 
1 wouldn’t compromise on them to be successful. But 
for most of my friends it’s important to achieve their 
goals at whatever cost. And money is God for most of 
the people today.” 


“Have my own fashion label, bigger 
than Armani or Versace” 


Ambika Sanjana, 16 student of piano, dance and 
drama has great hopes and dreams. Says she, “I want to 
be an actress possibly, the biggest there ever was! Have 
my own fashion label bigger than Armani or Versace. 
Study of lot of dance forms and various martial arts. 
Let my creativity earn me lots and lots of money so that 
I can help a lot of people... But very important that 
along with these dreams to also have a solid academic 
foundation. Basically | hope that I can make a differ- 
ence to people’s lives. | want to be remembered by 
everyone like a person who helped out in whatever 
way possible: big or small. I want to be able to be 
accepted by everyone for what I am and not have to 
behave in a certain socially accepted manner, which 
usually (at some point of time) we all have to do. I want 
to see every single square inch of this world and learn 
evervthing that’s possibly learnable. I have a fot of 
dreams and hopes all of which I don’t know can come 
true... but I’m taking them one at a time!!!” 


On the political scenario, “It s***s. I think it’s pure 


stupidity that allows the whole country to vote for 
uneducated farmers! It’s like the entire population 
doesn’t know better than to dig their own graves. I 
think we need a younger group of politicians who are 
less corrupt and have a better idea of what this country 
needs. Politicians who know how to cater to the 
younger generation because we are the future after all. 
We need people to govern us who are aware of the 
rapidly changing technology, customs, norms, atti- 
tudes and lifestyles. And they should be able to adapt 
and be flexible.” 


As regards money she feels, “it’s the backbone of 
this century. In my generation, money is the most 
important thing. Everyone judges you by the amount 
of money you have, but that is not right. It is really 
good that in this age where it seems like money can 
buy everything, there are still a few things that money 
cannot buy — like love, warmth and friendship. It is 
really important that you earn your own money so that 
you can become independent.” 


14 UPBEAT 


On the importance of family, Ambika avers, “your 
familv is the very basis of everything in life. No matter 
where you go in life or who you become, there is 
nothing to replace family. They support you and nur- 
ture you and are always there for you. In India we have 
stronger family values than everywhere else in the 
world. Kids can still stay at home after reaching the age 
of 18, they aren’t kicked out. 75% of the time the 
parents stay together, so there is always a home to go 
back to. In the U.S. there are three mothers, four dads. 
Who to turn to? I am glad to have my family there for 


” 


me. 


“T would like to win the British Open” 


He’s rich, very good-looking, a champion squash 
player and the babes of Bombay moon and swoon over 
him. He’s only sixteen and his name is Bikram 
Uberoi, 


A resident of London since the last one year where 
he has been training and playing squash, Bikram is 
currently in Bombay after having won the Asian Junior 
Championships in Hong Kong. And since he’s here 
playing a whole lot of tournaments, he’s mugging for 
his O levels for which he’s appearing through the 


British Council in a few weeks’ time. 


While in England, he trained under Welshman. 
Robert Edwards, one of the best coaches who has also 
trained Jamsher Khan. At the British Open last year he 
was the best in the Indian team. He’s also the National 
Champion in the Junior category. In the Scottish Open 
he came fifth. And with pride he says, “I played with 
Peter Nichols, World’s No. 1 squash player for about 
an hour.” 


What are his dreams and aspirations for '98? Pat 
comes his reply, “I would like to train like a maniac to 
win the British Open next year and be No. 1 squash 
player in London.” 


About squash, which he feels is the fittest and 
toughest game, he feels “nobody in India is going to be 
very good in squash and come up to the international 
level as there’s too much politics in the game out here 
and players don’t train hard enough for their selections 
unlike in England where even for county tournaments 
they train every day to be selected.” 


Now that he’s in India does he party a lot like all 
other rich kids ? Replies Bikram, “I go for private 
parties and to the Piano Bar occasionally with my 
parents but I rarely go to the discs. At HQ and many of 
the other discs, all the guys and babes are teenagers. 
Most of my friends go and smoke and drink there. 
They take a lot of tequila shots and even take drugs. 
More youngsters in Bombay are doing drugs than in 
England. And kids under 18 don’t go to discs in En- 
gland.” 


What does he plan to do after his O levels ? “I would 
like to become a doctor but if I win the International 
squash championships next year, I will become a pro- 
fessional squash player. I have another option too: join 
my mother’s garment export business.” 


Like all youngsters he loves to drive beautiful cars. 
At the age of 16, he has a driving licence and drives his 
Zen which he adores.“I don’t drive to show off like 
other kids but to be independent. I’m quite a safe 
driver”. 


eghana, lady 
of the 
clouds, is 
UPBEAT’ s 
girl of ’98. 
Intense and bubbly all at 
the same time, Meghana, 
22, is the typical ‘non-typi- 
cal’ and she epitomises 
today’s smart, go-getting, 
fun-loving, cool, upwardly 
mobile youth. She’s an 
idol for the hip and trendy. 
A self-confessed flower 
child, she has absolutely 
unconventional controver- 
sial and fiercely individual 
views on most subjects. 


With her glorious looks, 
modelling was a natural 
option for Meghana and 
she has done prestigious 
Campaigns for Wipro, 


Ponds, Archers Peach 
Schnapps Monte Cerlo 
among others. And she 
was soon hosting the 
hugely popular request 
show on Channel [V] 
‘Mangta Ha’. 


When everything was - 


going for her, she decided 
to pack her rucksack to go 
and test waters in Paris and 
then later in London. Paris, 
she says was ‘rough’ and 
London was great fun but 
soon she missed home and 
made tracks back. 


And now Meghana is 
back and is hosting Winner 
Mangta Hai on Channel [V] 
in its new format. Here she 
will grant the wicked and 
whacky Mangta Hai 
wishes of the viewers and 


play the proverbial fairy 
Godmother! On screen 
Meghana is the camera’s 
ally and she reaches out to 
her viewers with her infec- 
tions charm and boundless 
energy. The more bizarre 
the requests, the more 
likely Meghana is to grant 
it. As she confesses, “it’s 
great to be back on the 
channel. The comfort zone 
at Channel [V} is very mag- 
netic — it drew me right 
back! The team I work with 
is fantastic and there’s 
nothing more exciting than 
pleasing all your viewers at 
the same time.” 


With an intense, pent- 
up energy and non-blase 
enthusiasm that makes her 


seem like she’ll bubble 


over any minute, Meghana 
could easily make the pro- 
saic run for cover. 


Her fingers snap, eyes 
sparkle, bracelets jingle 
and hands hasten to push 
aside a stray wisp of hair as 
she speaks. The ‘happy’ 
aubergine and pink streaks 
in Meghana’s much-talked 
about locks speak volumes 
about her unconventional, 
controversial and fiercely 
independent views on ev- 
erything — be it her 
lifestyle or her request 
show, Winner Mangta Hai. 


‘Princess Megs’ as she is 
called by her friends, en- 
tered the glamour business 
with such a big bang that 
within the first fashion sea- 
son she was the hottest 
face and body on every 
magazine and ramp. 


Europe, Meghana says 
was a wealth of experi- 
ences that stretched from 
the yoga classes to art les- 
sons in the small bistros. 
“It was like an upward spi- 
ral. I did everything | 
wanted to do. I enjoyed 
myself immensely and 
breathed in and out a lot of 


, people in the process,” 


says this Scorpio, who 
wanted to be a cat-burglar 


'or a psychiatrist (or a psy- 


chic cat-burglar) at one 
point. 


Nervous energy oozes 
through every pore as she 
speaks of her involvement 
with music, in a voice that 
comes across as a mix of 
huskiness and childish al- 


lure. 


Meghana’s mind is now 
on veejayaing. And per- 
haps a bit on modelling. 
“Both are very demanding 
and enjoyable and | love 
them both,” she says. 


But show-watchers feel 
it would be better if she 
kept veejaying. At least 
here she’s in great demand. 
In fact, the popular line 
among the Channel [V] 
crew is ‘Viewers Meghna 
ko mangta hai”. Let’s hope 
we see more of her magic 
on the idiot box in 98! 
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Shanti Iyer 


“I’m dying to be a volunteer for 
Make-A-Wish foundation” 


Shanti Iyer 16, student, prize winning dancer and 
choreographer at Inter-Collegiate fests about her hopes 
and dreams says, “I want to be something good in life. 
[ am working right now with the animal hospital, but 
not getting anywhere with it. | am dying to become a 
volunteer for the Make-A-Wish foundation. I want to 
study hard and become a good lawyer. | also love to 
sing and want to sing and dance as well !” 


On the political scenario, “I don’t know much about 
it at all. It’s very corrupt. Ifa minister's son is involved 
in an accident, the police won’t take any action. Re- 
cently a woman was making a movie about prostitutes 
and since a minister was involved in it, the police 
wouldn't let the crew in to film the scene.” 


How important is money to her. “It is very impor- 
tant, for a person to live. And in order to earn money 
you have to work hard. There are also a lot of bad 
reasons for people to earn money... they are greedy and 
selfish. | need money to buy clothes, to travel around, 
to eat out, money to go to parties, buy stuff for myself 


and friends.” 


On fashion, “It is important in certain circles. If you 
go out with people who aren’t bothered at all about 
what they wear it's cool. In certain other circles, it is 
really important. Right now, good fashions are coming, 
out. But if you wear a short skirt in a bus, they still stare 
at you like you're really funny.” 


On family, “It is very important because it moulds 
the character of the individual. The interaction be- 
tween the family and the individual is very important. 
If the family is a good one, the person will shape up 
well. Otherwise the children could come out mentally 
disturbed too. Families are always there to support and 
encourage you. You can lean on it for support whether 
you are down or happy.” 


“I’m excited about ’98 as it takes us 


closer to 2000" 


Christina Castelino (19), daughter of a celeb mother, 
Meher Castelino (former Miss India and fashion 
writer) is all excited about 1998 as it takes her one step 
closer to the new millenium, Studying SY.B.Sc. in St. 
Xavier's College, she’s highly achievement-oriented 
like most kids of her generation. After finishing B.Sc. 
in Bio-Chemistry, she has great plans for going abroad 
to do M.Sc. in Bio-Chemistry as she feels biological 
sciences have a great future in the coming millenium 
when she’l enter the work force. 


Like all college kids of ’98 Christina does like to 
freak out, at the same time she studies hard too. Says 
she, “I don’t have much time to waste as my college 
timings are from 8 to 3.30 and being in Xavier's and in 
B.Sc. it’s quite gruelling. Our teachers are also good so 
I don’t bunk classes. In the little spare time that I have, 
[ read a lot, write, listen to music, work on the comput- 


Christina 


ers, play the keyboards and do some social service in 
college. So you see | have my hands full. As for the 
students in commerce, they have classes only for a 
couple of hours, and since they don't have extra-cur- 
ricular activities or indulge in sports, they have a lot of 
time to waste and a lot of money to spend and be with 
it. School-children also watch TV and want to be with 
ae 

As for her dreams and hopes for ‘98, the excited 
Christina says, “I’d like to get through this year with 
good grades. I'm pretty optimistic and very excited as. 
we are heading close to the new millenium when I'll 
be entering the adult world.” 


How important is money to her ? “I’m not money 
crazy. If I'm happy, money wouldn’t make a differ- 
ence. I don’t want to spend my whole life doing some- 
thing boring. My dream is to enjoy my work and get 
good money ! As for most of the kids, money is very 
important as it gets them all the goodies they want.” 


Is she very fashion-conscious ? To which Christina 
replies, “I’m very fond of clothes but I don’t do any 
impulsive shopping. I tried perming my hair but | 
don’t like colouring it. Fashion scene is very volatile. 
The kids want to project different images.” 


What about her ambitions ? “I’m very career-ori- 
ented. I don’t believe in marrying very young like quite 
a few of my friends have done. I'd like to see every 
corner of the world and make a mark in my Career. 
Most of the kids are pretty ambitious and go-getting. 
They’re getting ahead with a vengeance and competing 
with the image they have in mind of themselves. “It’s a 
very competitive environment. The whole education 
system is such that you have to be the best. The men- 
tality of being first and beating the others, does make 
them ruthless. When they go out and work, they want 
to reach the top very fast and that’s what makes them 
so stressed out.” 


Does she party a lot and booze, fag or do drugs ” Pat 
comes Christina’s reply. “I do party occasionally when 
I have the time but I don’t indulge in any vices. As for 
my friends, some of them drink and do drugs. In fact, 
experimenting with drugs is the in thing. But none of 
my friends are into hard core drugs.” 


On politics, she says, “there's politics everywhere, 
in friendships, sports, education et al]. But if we are 
talking about the actual political system, I generally 
have a vague idea and it depresses me a lot. I’m fed up 
with the kind of things which are happening. It’s a big 
mess. Politicians are worse than kids fighting for some- 
thing, they at least stop. Their logic is weird. I'l] never 
vote for anyone as the choices are very poor. Rather 
than vote for someone inept, I will cast a vote for no 
one, it'll be my protest vote.” 


What about ethics and Generation X. Says Chris- 
tina, “the idea of ethics has changed. Before if a person 
cheated in an exam, he or she was considered bad but 
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today nobody minds. People have become numb. As 
long as it’s not happening to you, you are not bothered 
as you are caught up in your work.” 


“Mercs, BMWs, mobiles, pagers-that’s 
the scenario” 


A bright, fun girl is Monisha Gidwani, an F.Y.J.C 
(Commerce) student in H. R. College. She likes to 
study and play in equal measure. And she claims she 
has a major attitude. 


What are her dreams and aspirations for ’98 ? “Since 
I'm only 16, | can’t dream of conquering the world, but 
| do want to be at the top in my class and do very well 
in my 12th standard. Eventually I'd like to do an MBA 
and rise to the top in an MNC. For my SSC I slogged 
and got a good percentage.” 


How important is money to her ? “It buys me all the 
good things of life which I love. I love wearing good 
clothes, eating out in the happening places, partying 
and looking good. I go to the discs but not too often. So 
money is very important but I’m not too crazy about it 
since I have enough of it,” she says. 


What is the class of ’98 like ? Quick comes the reply, 
“most of them, particularly the guys, booze, fag, do 
drugs,smooch around and go to the pubs and discs. 
Most of them have massive egos and flaunt their dad’s 
money. A lot of babes dress very slutty. Many of the 
people I know fight with parents for material goods. 
Some of them come to college in Mercs and BMWs 
while others come walking and by train and they are 
looked down upon. A good many of my classmates 
walk around with mobiles and pagers and even their 
drivers have mobiles. Basically the scene is not so 
pleasant and you don’t know who your true friends 
are. The guys and the babes are very bitchy and every- 
one is gossipy. I don’t like to bitch. Most of the guys are 
effeminate geeks.” 


What about the political scenario ? Quips Monisha, 
“I don't know much about politics. We guys don’t read 
the newspapers very often. But.from what I know and 
hear on the TV, the country is in a mess and the 
politicians are sucking it dry and lining their pockets. 
It's better not to pay taxes. One does feel insecure 
living in this country.” 


As for her spare-time hobbies, Monisha loves to go 
for walks, swim, paint (she’s very arty), talk to friends 
for hours on her phone and listen to music. She has big 
hopes that 1998 will be as great a year as 97 and she’l] 
make many more good friends ! 


“It’s important to be close to 


your immediate family” 


Chandni Jhaveri, 15, student, learns drama. Her 
dreams and hopes are “to do my I.C.S.E. in 1998 where 
I wish to secure a very good percentage, I'd like to get 
into a very good college because I think education is 
very important. But the state of education in India is 
very bad. We need to make education in India more 
innovative and creative. Nobody wants to study any 
more, everyone seems to want to push off and get into 
their dad’s business. I'd like to be a professional psy- 
chologist. There are a lot of people around these days 
who have a lot of.stress and hence mental problems. | 
think that affects the physical aspect of life too. If they 


Chandni fhaveri 


could learn to cope with stress in a 


better way, 
they would have a better life.” 


“I don’t know why people hanker after money so 
much. As long as people have to survive and buy a 
little more than necessary, it’s enough. I can’t stand all 
this mercenary stuff. In a country where more than 
75% of the people live under the poverty line, it is 
better to give to charity than to hog everything. You 
can always put it to useful purposes.” 


On fashion, “most of the stuff they show on the 
ramp is pretty useless, as you can never wear it. Espe- 
cially in India which is very conservative. As long as 
whatever you are wearing is trendy and coo) and 
you're comfortable in it, it’s alright. With fashion your 
attitude is more important than even what you're 
wearing, your state of mind. 


“T think that in India the family is everything. We 
consult everyone before doing anything. We have high 
moral standards. | believe that it is important to be 
close to your immediate family. A lot of young people 
don’t believe that. They are so busy rebelling and 
breaking out that they forget how important a family is.” 


Paresh Kamath, 25, is a musician and his hopes and 
dreams for '98 are, “to have a better lifestyle. To have 
all the material things you want, get that out of the 
way. Then I could view life with a new angle, not 
having to do awful gigs just to make money. Just to be 
able to do all the things I really want to do, tour the 
world, play my: music to the people. Then I wouldn't 
have to care too much if the music sells ornot. I'd be 
free to be as creative as I want without thinking of the 
market. Apart from that I'd like to be able to see and 
experience life fully, not having a boring and dull life. 
J want to go for all the stuff that life has to offer... the 
good and the bad.” 
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Paresh Kamath 


On the political scenario he feels, “it’s f***ed. I 
can’t see any hope, it’s getting from bad to worse. 
There is no political party I see that could take this 
country from where it is right now. I don’t want to vote 
for anyone. And everyone is waiting for a new party or 
agenda. We need a young government, not those old 
hag politicians, all over 75, who want to do nothing for 
the country, just get rich. The way the infrastructure is, 
no one party can come up to be able to handle all the 
problems.” 

On money, “it is just there so that material needs 
can be taken care of. But I guess maybe if you get a lot 
and get used to that certain amount, you could get 
greedy. Being a musician, I can’t see myself hankering 
for money and losing track of my artistic side. If | 
wanted to make money, I would be a businessman , not 
a musician!” 

What does family mean to him, “it is very important 
to me. Finally when you come home to sleep after 
being out the whole day, there’s no place like home 
and nothing to beat family. I love the warmth and the 
closeness of family. I think India is oné place when 
you are 18 and you're still at home. i don’t_know 
whether it is good or bad, but for me it is definitely 


good.” 


*There’s a lot of smoking, boozing 
and sex going on” 


A first year junior college student of H.R. College of 
Commerce, Vidhita Chainani (16) is very confident 
and career-oriented like most of the girls of her age. 
Her parents wanted her to take science and do com- 
Bet engineering but Vidhita put her foot down and 

er understanding parents gave in and allowed her to 
do commerce. And the two career options she has in 


mind are advertising and catering. 


Are her dreams and aspirations for '98 that Prince 
Charming should come and sweep her off her feet? 
“Oh no! Although I’m having a good time this year 
being the first year, I’d like to work hard, get a very 
high percentage so that I can get admission in the 
career of my choice. And of course, I'd like my good 
friends to be with me, That’s all I aspire for right now 
Romance is not on the curds now”, she admits. 


Does her world revolve round money? Quick comes 
the reply, “I'd like to have a lot of money to be comfort- 
able but it certainly isn’t everything. Since my parents 
have been well-off I’ve never lacked in anything so | 
don’t crave for money and certainly wouldn’t compro- 
mise myself to get it. As for a lot of my classmates, 
money does means everything, they flaunt it and they 
show off all the goodies they buy with it.” 


Is she too fashion-conscious and wastes a lot of 
money on clothes and make-up? Says Vidhi, “I like to 
dress well but I don’t wear very short stuff like micro- 
minis, and cropped tops as it invites bitchy comments 
from the guys. I like to be smart but I don’t buy very 
expensive designer stuff, in fact very few of my friends 
go for designer labels, I don’t splurge on clothes all the 
time; my mom gives me the money when she feels | 
need them or it’s an occasion. As for make-up | don’t 
wear it as I feel I’m too young for it. I did, however, . 
streak my hair recently”. 


How about partying? “I do go occasionally for my 
friend’s birthday bashes et al and once in two months 
to a disc. My parents don’t allow me to go to pubs and 
discs as there’s a lot of smdking, boozing and sex going 
on and they feel I’m still too young, I do agree with 
them as the scene is pretty bad and I wouldn't trust the 
guys’. 

Does she have a lot of spare time and what does she 
do with it? “We have classes only for a couple of hours 
and since we don't have a campus where we can play 
games, and no extra-curricular activities, we have a lot 
of time on our hands. Since it’s the first year, we don’t 
have the study-load too. A lot of guys hang out outside 
the college and pass snide remarks on girls and rest of 
the time they hang out in their favourite joints burning 
away their parents’ money. As for me, apart from 
college I spend my time going for walks, swimming, 
surfing the net, listening to music and reading mystery 
novels.” 


“Pursue my hobby of freestyling 
rap poetry & dancing” 


Akash Parikh, 19, a rap artiste schooled in Israel, 
now helps father in diamond business. His dreams for 
‘98, “to have good friends, a good family life, earn 
money and enjoy life. I don’t want to lead a boring life. 
Right now I'm working with my father in his diamond 
business, I hope to take it further than he has and 
eventually take over and let him retire. I would defi- 
nitely Jike to do better than he did. Then I want to 
pursue my hobby of freestyling, rap poetry and danc- 
ing. lam not atypically Indian person, I like to live my 
life as I have always lived it, not change by the norms 
of Indian society. In India, the orthodox parents lay 
down a lot of unnecessary rules on their kids, kids 
can’t go out and party, go out with girls. I'd like to be 
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Akash Parikh 


dilferent with my kids, give them more freedom and 
space.” 


As for money, “If you ain’t got money, you ain’t got 
a life. But you got to work for it. If you don’t have 
money, friends fade out on you. When I was in Israel, if 
you had a simple job like working as a waiter at 
MacDonald’s, the money was enough for satisfaction. 
But here, you can’t do that. People are into a lot of 
competition, going after each other's money in ar- 
ranged marriages. People think of the future too much, 
don't enjoy their money or themselves in the present. 
There is a lot of backstabbing, people are also very 
matlabi.” 


On fashion he says, ‘Hip-hop fashion is what I’m 
into. Baggy clothes, different from others. I like to stick 
oul in a crowd, be a bit out of the ordinary. In Israel, if 
vou looked different, people would accept that, accept 
your individuality. People went around on the streets 
wearing eyebrow and tongue rings and no one would 
stare. In India people look hard at you and criticise.” 


On political/social scenario, “India is trying to get 
modernised, westernised real quick. So everyone ends 
ip having to play two roles, the traditional and the 
modern and this creates confusion. Also people in 
India don't have faith in themselves. If you meet a 
foreigner, he/she will be proud of their country. Indi- 
ans put down their own country.” 


“Tl want to be more creative and more 
useful in ’?98" 


Sixteen-year-old Biba Bedi doing her 11th (Com- 
merce) in H. R. College knows her mind. She would 


like to do Hotel Management since her dad owns a 
hotel. No rushing into marriage, career is what excites 
her. 


Her dreams and aspirations for 98: “I want to be 
more creative and more useful.” 


Does money mean everything to her? Says Biba, 
“money does count a lot and it is the measure of one’s 
success. But I wouldn’t like to do anything bad to 
acquire it. I’ve been brought up with certain values 
which are more important than money. And I’m not 
too much into material things. The guys in our college 
show off their money.” 


Is she too fond of clot*es and discs? “I like to be 
trendy and smart but I don’t like to bare too much of 
my body, wear figure-hugging clothes to colleges as the 
guys gossip a lot. As for discs, my parents won't allow 
me till I’m 18 and I don’t fight with them. They how- 
ever allow me to go out toa lot to restaurants, shopping 
and be with my friends. So I can’t complain.” 


What does ethics mean to her? According to Biba, 
“standards of morality have changed. And one doesn't 
mind being a little dishonest or telling a lie as long as it 
doesn’t hurt your near and dear ones. Besides in busi- 
ness and in jobs, today, one does very often have to 
deviate from the straight and narrow path.” 


What does family mean to her? “I listen to my 
parents even when I don’t agree with them. Parents 
today are more open-minded and understanding. The 
bonding with my family does help me as the general 
atmosphere outside is very bad and there are too many 
temptations. And there are very few true friends to- 
day.” 

Since there are no extra-curricular activities in her 
college, Biba spends her time listening to music, swim- 
ming, talking on the phone and is planning to join 
computer classes. 


The city’s spoilt youth seem to be obsessed with all 
the things money can buy, fast cars, sleek outfits. 
nights on the town, drugs, sex and techno music. 
Running behind mindless materialism makes today’s 
youngster take to lucrative professions, turning him 
into a self-centred success — seeking maniac. Seeing 
these brats driving around late at night honking their 
horns loudly or blasting their music even at late hours, 
drinking, smoking, doing drugs as young as thirteen, 
one tends to feel a bit apprehensive about the mindset 
of the young in Mumbai in the late 90s. 


But the picture that emerged from talking to some 
young people is that this city has its share of thinking, 
feeling, doing young people who have bright hopes 
and aspirations. Who agree on one thing which is that 
the political system sucks. But they seem to believe 
that they have to achieve their dreams and goals in 
spite of everything around them. They have their feet 
firmly planted on the ground while they look towards 
the sky and dream. In the coming years it is the contri- 
butions of such committed individuals that will 
brighten the currently bleak Indian horizon. 


INDRA GIDWANI & SANDHYA SANJANA 
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QdiZ 


Ithough India’s rich and 
complex mythology 
reaches back more than 
3500 years, it is still very 
much a part of our 


country’s culture. How well do you 
know your mythology ? Try this quiz 


i 


and find out. 
Who Is Brahma’s consort ? 
Siddhi Go to 5 
Haimavati Go to 9 
Saraswati Go to 13 


20 UPBEAT JANUARY 1998 


To achieve immortality, the gods 
and demons needed amrita (nec- 
tar) which could only be obtained 
by churning the sea of Milk. 
Which mountain did they use as 
a churning pole ? 


Mount Mandara Goto 10 
Mount Meru Go to 14 


Perfectly right. The rishi Narada 
was a gifted speaker and musi- 
Clan. 


_Back up to 2. 


No. As Narasimha. Vishnu killed 
the demon king, Hiranyakashipu 
who. thanks, to a boon from 
Brahma, couldn't be killed by 
man. beast or god: by day or by 
night; inside or outside his 
house. None of these conditions 
were broken because Narasimha 
was a man-lion (neither man nor 
beast nor god), and he killed the 
demon at twilight (neither day 
nor night) at the doorway of his 
palace (neither inside nor outside 
his house). 


Go back to 20. 


Poor start, I’m afraid. Siddhi was 
the wife of Ganesha - god of wis- 
dom and remover of obstacles - 
who is worshipped at the com- 
mencement of any venture. (In 
many parts of India, though, 
Ganesha is believed to be a celi- 
bate). 


‘Back to 1. 


Absolutely right. Vishnu was’ 


born as the dwarf Vamana to 
teach a lesson to the demon king 
Bali who had acquired dominion 
of earth, heaven and the nether 
world. 


Vamana went to Bali and asked 
him for a gift of three paces of 
land. No sooner was this granted 
than Vamana became enormous. 
With his first two steps he cov- 
ered earth and heaven, thus free- 
ing them from Bali’s dominion. 


10. 


11. 


But because Bali was basically a 
good king, Vamana did not take 
the third step and allowed Bali to 
retain sovereignty over the ne- 
ther world. 


Go to 15. 


Who is supposed to have in- 
vented the veena ? 


Narada Go to 3 
Vishwakarma Go te: it 


No. As Varaha, Vishnu killed the 
demon Hiranyaksha who had sto- 
len the Vedas from Brahma and 
dragged the earth under the 
ocean. 


Go back to 20. 


No. Haimavati is another name 
for Parvati, the wife of Shiva. Her 
father was Himavan, god of the 
Himalayas, hence her name. 


Go back to 1. 


Nice going. Incidentally, the gods 
and demons wound the serpent 
Vasuki around the mountain, and 
using him as a rope, churned the 
sea. 


Jump to 20. 


Wrong. Vishwakarma, or 
Twashtri, was the architect and 
weaponmaker of the gods. He de- 
signed and built celestial chariots 
and heavenly palaces, like 
Indra’s palace Vaijayanta. 


Get back to 7. 


12. When King Vishwamitra was 


performing austerities, the gods 
sent the celestial nymph Menaka 
to distract him. After spending 
time with Menaka, a contrite 
Vishwamitra sent Menaka away 
and resumed his austerities. 
Later, the gods despatched an- 
other nymph to ensnare the as- 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


i7: 


18. 


19. 


20. 


cetic. What was her name ” 


Tilottama Go to 25 
Rambha Go to 30 
Chitralekha Go to 35 
Good start. Saraswati or Brahmi, 


the goddess of speech, is the pa- 
froness of all the creative arts. 


Jump back to 7. 


Wrong. Mount Meru, located at 
the centre of the world, was 
where the gods and demons met 
to discuss how to obtain amrita. 
Journey back to 2. 


What is Vishnu’s mace called ? 
Go to 17 


Go to 23 


Right. Karttikeya, commander of 
the celestial army, was born to 
kill the demon Taraka. Now on to 
ee 


Khatwanga is Shiva’s club. It has 
a skull at one end. Return to 15 
and try again. 


Khatwanga 
Kaumodaki 


Wrong. Kubera, Ravana’s half 
brother, is the god of wealth. His 
aerial chariot Pushpaka was used 
by Ravana to abduct Sita and fly 
to Lanka. Ravana also threw out 
Kubera from Lanka whereupon 
Kubera began to live in the Hima- 
layas. Try 37 one more time. 


You are off course. Kashi is 
Shiva’s city. Look at 21. 


Lord Vishnu has, so far, appeared 
in nine avatars - Matsya, Kurma, 
Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana, 
Parasurama, Rama, Krishna, Bud- 
dha. The tenth avatar, Kalki, is 
yet to appear. In which avatar did 
Vishnu show his might to the de- 
mon King Bali ? 


Narasimha, the man-lion Go to 4 


ee —>Ee... eee 


28. 


Pas 


30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


Go to 6 
Goto 8 


Vamana, the dwarf 
Varaba, the boar 


. Yes, Hardwar is the city dedi- 


cated to Ganga. Now go to 12. 


. Sorry. Brahma rides a swan. Try 
33 again. 
.Ati Uttam ! Kaumodaki is 


Vishnu’s mace. Among other 
things, Vishnu also carrics a lo- 
tus, a conch shell and a discus. 
Ty 25. 


. [t's Yama, the lord of death, who 


rides a buffalo. As for 33, Try 
again. 


. No. Tilottama was sent by the 


gods to destroy the two demon 
brothers Sunda and Upasunda. 
They quarrelled over her and 
killed each other. 


Go back tom: 


. Correct ! While riding on his par- 


rot, Kama, god of love, carries a 
bow made of sugarcane, and 
shoots arrows of desire tipped 
with flowers. To 37, with love. 


. An award, named after a mythi- 


cal physician, is given every year 
for outstanding contribution to 
medical science. Who was this 
mythical physician ? 


Jivaka Go to 31 
Dhanvantari Go to 38 
Oh no. Durvasa (which means 


“ill-clothed”) was a rishi with a 
terrible temper. Many were the 
victims of his curse. 


Try 39 again. 

There are many sacred cities in 
India, each associated with a 
principal Hindu deity. Which 
city is dedicated to the worship of 
Ganga? 


Kashi Go to 19 
Hardwar Go to 21 
Yes, it was Rambha who tried to 


seduce Vishwamitra. But the as- 
cetic didn’t succumb to her 
charms, and cursed her to be- 
come a stone. Move on to 33. 


No way. Jivaka was not a mytho- 
logical character but the royal 
physician at the court of Emperor 
Bimbisara. Jivaka also attended 
on the Buddha.Re-attempt 27. 


Correct. The rishi Agastya is alos 
believed to have brought Sanskrit 
culture to South India. Wrap it all 
up with 40. 


Every deity has a favourite ve- 
hicle. For instance, Vishnu along 


a7: 


with his consort Lakshmi, the 
goddess of wealth, rides on 


Garuda (man-eagle), while Durga- 


moves about on a tiger. Which of 
the following is Kama’s vehicle? 


Swan Go to 22 
Buffalo Go to 24 
Parrot Go to 26 
. The gods_ caused Vritra to yawn 


- this is supposed to be the first 
yawn ever - whereupon Indra es- 
caped from the demon’s open 
mouth. ‘Bye, and God bless! 


. You're wrong. Chitralekha was a 


skilled painter, and also well 
versed in the art of magic. Now 
turn back to 12. 


. Wrong. Vasishtha was the sage 


who owned Kamadhenu - the 
cow of plenty. This cow, also 
called Surabhi or Nandini, had 
the power to grant all material 
desires. Return to 39. 


Indra is the god of rain and 
storms, wielder of the thunder- 
bolt, Vajra. Who’s the god of war? 


Karttikeya 


Go to 16 


38. 


oo. 


40. 


Kubera Go to 18 


Terriffic. Dhanvantri, the 
Ayurvedic physician, emerged 
from the sea of Milk with the cup 
containing amrita. Advance one 
number, to 39. 


Once, after one long and bloody 
fight with the gods, the demons 
took refuge in the ocean. To deny 
their enemies a hiding place, the 
gods decided to drain the ocean 
and enlisted the aid of a rishi who 
drank up all the water. Who was 
this rishi? 


Durvasas (;0 to 28 
Agastya Go to 32 
Vasishta Go to 36 


Well, that’s it. The fastest route 
took 23 steps. 1-13-7-3-2-10-20-6- 
Voe2ge29-2 1-2 3033-20-37 - 16 
27-38-39-32 and 40. One last 
teaser before you go. Once to the 
horror of the gods, Indra was 
swallowed by the demon Vritra 
during a duel. But the gods hit 
upon an idea to save their king. 
What was it? See 34 for the an- 
swer. 
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TRAVEL 


hutan, a serene land away 
from crowds. traffic jams 
and multi-storeyed con- 
crete structures makes an 
ideal place for couples and 
honeymooners. It consists of clean 
air, fresh winds, picturesque moun- 
tains and lush green landscapes. The 
kingdom of Bhutan sandwiched in: 
the Himalayas between India and the 
Tibetan region of China, is a unique 
and exotic tourist destination. 
Bhutanese have deliberately safe- 
guarded wweir ancient way of life in 
all aspects. Bhutan is called by many 
a name and each falls short of de- 
scribing this beautiful wonderland. 


Druk-Yel: Land of the Thunder 
Dragon, the last Shangri-La, Kingdom 
in the sky. Bhutan with its tales of 
rulers dressed in silk robes living in 
lofty castles clinging to the sides of 
the mountains.of a thousand rivers 
plunging through mountain passes 
and racing across valleys of inge- 
nious bridges made of wood and iron 
chain,straddling the rivers, and of 
roads, or rather, trails winding across 
rock faces and through dense forests 
of giant rhododendrons, wild or- 
chids, exotic birds, unusual animals, 
and above all, its sheer inaccessibil- 
ity. Bhutan, a heavenly abode actu- 
ally existing in the heart of the Hima- 
layas, seems more like a myth than 
truth. 


Climate: Bhutan has 4 distinct sea- 
sons, with Spring being the most 
beautiful time of the year. The cold 
winds that characteristise\the winter 
months tend to subside by the end of 
February. The valley of PARO 
blooms with flowers at the height of 
spring, and by March, the whole 
kingdom comes to life with the spec- 
tacular flaming red, pink and white, 
of the rhododendron blossoms. Hi- 
malayan peaks can be clearly viewed 
in the winter and late autumn. The 
summer is very comfortable with the 
monsoon setting in, and the land- 
scape blooms once more when the 
sky clears up. These are the days of 
glorious cobalt skies and cool 
weather. Well the months of Septem- 
ber and October bring shorter days 
and cooler evenings. In winter, the 
best thing to do is to see the 
snowcapped peaks of the Himalayan 
mountains. Climate ranges from 
tropical in the South to temperate 
in the centre to cold in the 
North...and the weather can vary dra- 
matically from day to day and from 
place to place. Light snow will often 
dust Thimpu and Paro in winter, but 


infrequently there will be heavy 
snowstorms despite their location in 
the Central Himalayas. 


Bhutan has a population of just 
6,00,000 and its people are simple, 
honest, friendly, gentle and generous 
Men here wear Gho, a knee-length 
robe worn tied around the waist by a 
slim belt Kera. The folds in the front 
form a pouch which is used as a 


pocket. The women wear an ankle- 
length robe called a Kira. Immedi- 
ately on landing at the country’s only 
airport at Paro by Druk-air, the only 
airline operating to Bhutan, a glance 
in any direction provides an awe-in- 
spiring view at very close range of the 
Himalayan mountains. 


Paro valley is one of the most 
populated areas of the whole coun- 
try. Because of its proximity of the 
airport, there are hotels and tourist 
facilities close to the airstrip. In Paro, 
a walk in the village or a short trek 
through the jungles is a pleasant 
change for visitors from metropolises 


used to living at a hectic pace. A trip- 


to Chilela, the mountain that divides 
the two valleys of Western Bhutan- 
Ha and Paro, will be a treat to the 
senses and its cool fresh air and a 
magnificent view of the beautiful 
ranges of Himalayas. 


Sight-seeing in Paro:National Mu- 
seum- The National Museum is 


housed in an ancient watch tower and 


has a fine collection of Thangka 
paintings, textiles, weapons, arts and 
artefacts, stuffed rare birds and ani- 
mals. Drugyal Dzong: this fort is of 
historical importance because it is 
from there the Bhutanese success- 
fully fought off the Tibetan invasion. 
Taktsang Monastery: The monastery 
clings to a sheer 3,000 feet rock face. 
The trail from the road to“ Tiger’s 
Nest”, as it is also called, takes a good 
walk of about three hours to climb 
and the walk is worth every minute 
of it. A cafe at the lookout point pro- 
vides well-earned tea and snacks. 


Thimphu: Thimphu is a small, 
charming capital city sandwiched in 
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the heart of the Himalayas. It sits in 
its own valley fanning out from the 
river. The spectacular mixture of the- 
various green hues of the valley, the 
cobalt blue of the sky and the earthy 
reds of the traditional buildings, 
makes this beautiful city of Bhutan 
well worth a visit. A two-hour drive 
from Paro, Thimpu, has kept a strong 
national character in its architecture. 
With its leisurely pace of life, 
Thimpu makes an excellent place to 
také'a long relaxing walk in. 


Bhutan’s most stately and impres- 
sive building Tashicchodzong is situ- 
ated on the banks of Wangchu 
(Thimphu River). The home of the 
National Assembly and the summer 
residence of the capital’s venerated 
monastic community, 
Tashicchodzong is a palatial building 


overlooking the river on the South 
side and the city of Thimphu from 
the North. While foreign visitors are 
only allowed to enter 
Tashicchodzong during the annual 
festival, even its exterior provides a 


delightful spectacle. 


The best way of passing time in 
Thimphu is wandering and shopping 
along its main street, Many of the 
items on sale are made in India but 
textiles and wooden crafts are 
Bhutanese as are all of the religious 
products. At Thimpu’s weekend 
market, one gets to see the colourful 
life of the locals. They all come to 
pick up their weekly stock of veg- 
etables, a copy of Kuensel (the 


weekly newspaper) and to exchange 
the week’s gossip. This custom has 
come from a long time and both 
buyer and seller enjoy it. Tourists can 
pick up traditional Bhutanese masks, 
and carpets at a good price. 


Commemorative books with rare 


stamps at Thimphu’s central post office 


are a philately’s delight. Other places 
of interest in Thimphu include the 
traditional painting school where the 
age-old styles of Bhutanese painting 
including Thangka painting are 
taught and the Memorial Chorten 
bujlt in memory of His Majesty, the 
third king of Bhutan. The National 
Library houses a vast collection of 
books and research documents of 
Buddhist studies and status. 


Punakha: The first stop after leav- 
ing Thimphu on the journey east is 
Dochula pass at 10,500 feet. Only 45 


mins. from Thimphu, it offers the 
first glimpse of the Himalayan range. 
The best time to visit Dochula is 
when the clouds are thin and 
the rhododendron (flowers) are in 
season. The early morning sun Casts 
breathtaking light on the distant 
mountains framed in shades of red 
from the brilliant flowers. The town 
of Punakha itself doesn’t hold many 
attractions apart from the glorious 
Dzong. Because of its temperate cli- 
mate, it used to be the winter capital 
of Bhutan. 


Food: Spicy chillies and cheese 
blended with a wide variety of veg- 


etables are found on most Bhutan 
menus. Indian and continental food 
is also widely availabe. 


Travel facts & general 
information 


Visa: Indian citizens going di- 
rectly to Bhutan don’t need a visa. 
They only have to carry an identity 
card in the form of voters card/com- 
pany ID card/driving licence/pass- 
port. But those visitors who are trav- 
elling via Nepal need to carry their 
passport with them as identification 
accepted by Nepalese immigration 
authority. 


Getting there: Bhutan’s national 
carrier Druk-air is the only airline that 
is commuting between India and 
Bhutan. It has flights operating twice 
a week from Delhi via Kathmandu to 
Paro and thrice a week from Calcutta 
to Paro. Visitors from Bombay can 
travel onto Delhi/Calcutta by road/ 
train or buy any domestic carrier and 
from there, fly by Druk air to Paro. 
Druk-air flies BAe’s 146-100 aircraft 
which have a capacity of carrying 72 
passengers, 10 in Business Class and 
62 in Economy. One can also travel 
by train from. Calcutta to NGP 
(Siliguri, 18 hrs), from there, by road 
to Phuntsholing(5hrs) and then to 
Thimphu(5hrs). 


Customs: The Bhutanese authori- 
ties strictly monitor the export of any 
religious antiquities or antiques of 
any kind from the kingdom. Personal 
videos, cameras, personal comput- 
ers, portable telephones or any other 
electronic device should be regis- 
tered with the customs authorities on 
arrival at Paro and will be checked by 
the same on departure. 


Money: Bhutanese currency is the 
Ngultrum, approximately of the same 
value as rupee. Indian rupees and US 
Dollars are widely accepted through- 
out the kingdom. Credit cards are not 
accepted here. 


Accommodation: Bhutan Tourism 
Corporation Limited, BTCL operates 
hotels throughout Bhutan. Their 
properties are designed in the tradi- 
tional Bhutanese style but also con- 
tain all modern facilities. Packages. 
offered range from 3 nights & 4 days,4 
nights & 5 days and 7 nights & 8 days. 
Bhutan has not gone in for television. 
But one doesn’t miss the ‘idiot box’ 
here as this serene land offers enough 
to be viewed and explored. 


MADHURA ANAND KATTI 
Photo credits: I-JAS 
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GLAD RAGS 


ashion directions: 


for the new year 

may not be too 

earth-shattering but 

then things have 

turned into more 
minimalistic trends over 
the years. The fashion gu- 
rus in India are taking the 
more safe and sure route or 
turning extravagant with 
the most lavish styles. So 
the trends for the new year 
take a parallel course of the 
basic to the brave. 


Colours 


Nowhere in the world is 
colour as important as it is 
in India. Therefore, it is 
little wonder that there is 
no forecast or direction in 
this department. The In- 
dian woman still wears a 
colour that is primarily 
bright so she’s going to be 
quite happy learning that 
fresh colours like sun yel- 
low. mauve, pea green, 


tangerine are the favourites 
for the next season. 


There are also the 
neutrals like black, white, 
brown, grey and navy. Ravi 
Bajaj feels blue could be 
the new ‘black’ for the sea- 
son. While Wendell 
Rodricks has worked with 
everything under the sun 
including silver, gold and 
magenta. Navy is giving 
strong competition to 
black which is still the pe- 
rennial favourite of all 
time. 


Designer Tarun 
Tahiliani may not worry 
too much about colour 
trends because he creates 
one of a kind pieces for 
those blushing brides. For 
him the sky is the limit. 
Adarsh Gill, the Indian de- 
signer who made waves in 
the USA and Paris for 25 
years and will now sell in 
India is cautious for the In- 
dian market. She has 
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Adarsh Gill 
creation 


Jacket is 


still the big 


- thing in ‘98 


white, beige, gold, black, 
green, blue and of course 
red because with her or- 
nate embroidery and _for- 
mal styling she has to stick 
to vibrant colours. 


Silhouettes 


In India the silhouettes 
of a new season are di- 
vided into two categories - 
ethnic and western though 
the latter segment trends 
are governed by the west. It 
is the former that one has 
to watch closely. Ethnic 
wear designers however 
are unable to figure out 
what the shape of the kurta 
and its accompanying bot- 
tom should be like so thev 
play safe with all three al- 
ternatives - viz. churidars, 
salwars and pallazos. 


For the kurta, the 
shapes move into the more 
linear section. Gone are the 
tents of the early 90s. 


Thankfully it is a more re- 
alistic shape that one is 
seeing. The two most 
prominent garments for 98 
are the slim long skirt with 
a high side, centre or back 
slit and teamed with a 
loose, long-sleeved blouse. 
The other is the drawstring 
pant. Figure-hugging sil- 
houettes still prevail for 
that is what the younger 
section of the buyers want. 
The mini, on the other end 
of the spectrum, is very 
short, very sexy, very wild. 
The profiles that designers 
favour for the coming sea- 
son are Closely structured 
garment that fit the body 
topped with a loose flow- 
ing cover in sheer. 


The jacket is still the big 
thing for ’98. But not in its 
masculine form. Instead it 
is collarless and very slim 
line, either lined or 
unlined and structured or 
loose. 


Pria Kataria’s 
embroidered 
line 


Fabrics 


The fabric story is vi- 
brant but iess full-bodied. 
The choice of the Indian 
designer is undoubtedly 
crepe de chine. Which is 
not only ideal for formal 
wear but also casual. 
Darshaha Kinariwala of the 
Leela Studio at the Leela 
Kempinksi Hotel works 
with crepe and satin for the 
coming season. Tussore 
has been edged out by 


these two fabrics though 
linen is still the big num- 
ber one seller for casual 
wear and men’s shirts. 


The other group that is 
high on the list of Indian 
fashion designers is sheers. 
Every collection has large 
doses of sheers - net, lace, 
chiffon and georgette are 
the seductive evening wear 
options that are either 
worn lined or uniined. 


With the bodv-con- 
scious silhouettes in 
vogue, can lycra and jersey 
be very far behind? Stretch 
velvet is preferred too as 
the fabric for the "98 sea- 
son. It's promoted all over 
the world at fashion fairs 
in Singapore and 
Dusseldorf as the hottest 
item for the vear. 


Denim is still high on 
the fashion charts for jeans 
and lifestyle dressing. It is 
blended with lycra and 
lyocell. The latter blend 
known as Tencel is the 
new wonder fabric of the 
21st century and a_ hot 
sellckein sBurope rs, 


Australia and the Far East. 


Embellishments 


Indian fashion trends 
cannot be discussed with- 
out thinking of the embel- 
lishments. Embroidery, 


Wendell 


Rodrick’s 
colours 
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block prints, batik and tie 
and dye are still very much 
a part of the Indian fashion 
scene. Add to that tradi- 
tional techniques like 
chikan work, kantha, 
nakshikantha and appli- 
que and there is enough to 
choose from. 


Fashi 


ill fashion in 
India and 
the world 
over take on 
a new image at the turn of 
the century? That's a ques- 
tion students of design 
schools in India and the 
UK attempted to answer at 
the Indo-British Partner- 
ship Initiative exhibition 
held in New Delhi re- 
cently. The theme of the 
exhibition was Towards 
2000 on all fronts whether 
it was technology, con- 
sumer goods or fashion. 
Nottingham Trent Univer- 
sity, UK which is associ- 
ated with three top Indian 
design schools - the Na- 
tional Institute of Fashion 
Technology and Pearl 
Academy in Delhi and the 
SNDT Women's Uni- 
versity in Mumbai gave 
some daring but otherwise 
tame fashion directions. 


There was the Mafia 
molls and Salome-inspired 
line of handkerchief 
dresses achieved by bias 
cutting of knitwear fabrics 
using viscose and 
Courtaulds’ Tencel yarns 
inlaid with chenile and 
lurex. Very seductive and 
sexy but so like the sheer 
slinky numbers that are al- 
ready in vogue at the end 
of the nineties. 


The jacquard knits in 
fine wool presented a col- 
lection of graphic architec- 
tural patterns emphasizing 
the fluid lines of the body. 
Nominated as one of the 
six best graduate collec- 
tions of 1997 by the Big Is- 


Pria Kataria, the Delhi 
designer has variety of em- 
broidery ranging from 
resham, zari to bead work 
for just one silhouette for 
her latest collection. Crys- 
tals of the swarowski kind 
are very popular. Shahab 
Durazi uses them all the 


time for his collections. 
Madhu Jain has worked 
with intricate Nakshikan- 
tha in Dhaka for her latest 
collection. It is a laborious 
technique with tonal 
kantha teamed with appli- 
que in a shade of white. 


Handkerchief dresses ins 


pired by dangerous women fro 


a 


m Salome to mafia molls 


Trends for '98 are very 
subtle. They are not notice- 
able on the surface but one 
has to look for them in dis- 
creet corners. The fashion 
scene may not be raring to 
go into top gear but it will 
add new angles to a ward- 
robe for '98. 


on Towards 2000 


Ae 
" 
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sue Magazine in the UK, 
the slinky minis and maxis 
gave new geometric direc- 
tions as far as weaves were 
concerned but the silhou- 
ette was very conven- 
tional. 


On the Indian front 
Dinesh Divakaran of Pearls 
Academy handled 
Arvind’s Tencel denim in 
a frivolous fun manner - 
minis, play suits, draw- 
string pyjamas and baggy 
shirts teamed with match- 
ing accessories giving the 


conventional denim a new 
zany image. 


Days of wine and roses 
will return in the new mil- 
lennium, according to de- 
signer Mohite Gupta, with 
peppermint shades of 
pink, green, blue, yellow 
raw silk and organza for 
slim cigarette trousers and 
shirts worn over bustiers. 


There were some cre- 
ative extraordinares like 
the Artful Dodger-inspired 
line complete with straggly 


The Towards 2000 Look 
from Nottingham 
Trent University 


top hats and layered 
coordinates. Or _ the 
Banjaran theme presenting 
Rabari embroidery for eth- 
nic wear on beige silk and 
jersey. 


Bindu Pandit, a student 
at Nottingham Trent Uni- 
versity emphasized a fu- 
turistic line of hoofed trou- 
sers, extended shoulder 
jackets in dull gold silk, 
tissue and tussore. While 
Aparna Jathar played with 
tie and dye and screen 
printing as lining for strong 


dark shaded jackets. 


Cling has been in for the 
present but it seems it 
could continue into the 
coming century for which 
women will have to work 
very hard to keep in shape 
as knitwear, crochet and 
lycra will still be in the 
forefront. 


There was a blend of the 
conventional and the 
quirky from the students. 
While some went ahead 
with bits of unconservative 
stvling others preferred to 
play safe with silhouettes, 
colours and fabrics. 


The question now 1s 
how adventurous will the 
men and woman of the 
21st century be should 
fashion take on a really fu- 
turistic turn. There have 
been enough predictions 
that fashion could get so 
complex that fabrics could 
be replaced by cvberlike 
materials and stvles could 
suit life in outer space. But 
if one went by the show 
presented at the [BPI fair. 
designers of the future are 
not going too overboard 
with their imagination. 


According to Protessor 
Edward Newton, Dean of 
the Faculty of Art and De- 
sign and Head of the De- 
partment of fashion and 
textiles at NTU, “It is the 
intrinsic Cosmopolitan na- 
ture of the Towards 2000 
fashion that emphasizes 
the value of Indo-British 
partnership by providing 
bench marking opportuni 
ties and the sharing of fash- 
ion and design concepts.” 
These fashions, Professor 
Newton felt, would pro- 
vide a platform for the best 
of the emerging creative 
talents from India and the 
UK. It was a spectacular 
show of colour, style and 
silhouette - but just a trifle 
uncoventional - a shade 
uawearable and at the 
same time pointing to no 
new fashion directions 
that maybe the bold and 
beautiful of the new cen- 
tury may attempt to wear. 


MEHER CASTELINO 
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NEW ALBUMS 


A very happy New Year 

to you all ! Let’s hope for a 

year of great, soul uplifting 

music. 

M@ A VERY SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS/ 
VARIOUS 
— POLYGRAM 


Wish they had sent me 


J the Christmas albums ear- 


lier. Here’s a Christmas 
compilation album with a 
huge difference. Sting does 
a lovely folky arrangement 
of I saw three ships with a 
simple drum beat and 
flutes. Christmastime by 
Smashing Pumpkins, Blue 
Christmas by Sheryl 
Crowe, a hip hop Christ- 
mas in the city by Mary J. 


\\ Blige featuring Angie 


Martinez and Christmas 
by Bluestraveler are un- 
usual, to say the least. 
There’s a funky Children 
go where I send thee by 
Natalie Merchant. There’s 
a lovely rock n’roll Santa 
Claus is back in town by 
Johnny Lang. An ethereal 
version of Silent Night by 
Enya. Finally there’s a rap 
epic Santa Baby featuring 
Mase, Puff Daddy, Snoop 
Doggy Dogg, Salt N’Pepa, 
Onyx and Keith Murray. 
Didn’t I say difference? 
Highly recommended. 


M@ SPECIAL GIFT/ 
VARIOUS 
— POLYGRAM 


A R&B compilation 
Christmas album...must 
say record companies are 
getting innovative with tra- 
ditional subjects. Special 
gift by The Isley Brothers. 


This Christmas by Dru Hill, 


Remember love by Tanya 
Blount, Christmas time is 
here by Will Downing. 
Don’t give up featuring a 
whole host of hip hop 
artistes are the more inter- 
esting Christmas love 
songs. Hark the herald an- 
gels sing by Nneka & 
Myron. The little drum- 
mer boy by Myron and Si- 
lent night by Mona Lisa are 
the interesting arrange- 
ments of traditional Christ- 
mas carols. An interesting 
twist to the season cheer. 
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Mm HAVE YOURSELF AN 
EASY LISTENING 
CHRISTMAS/ 
VARIOUS 
— POLYGRAM 


Candy for the ears... 
sweet, sticky and oh so 
nostalgic. A compilation of 
yuletide songs from three 
decades ago. Bing Crosby 


with Christmas is here to. 


stay, Connie Francis sing- 
ing Baby’s first Christmas. 
There are lovely vocal ar- 
rangements of Little drum- 
mer boy, The holly and the 
ivy and I believe in Father 
Christmas also a spirited 
Sleigh ride by the Harry 
Simeone Chorale. And 
kings came a-calling by 
The Beverley sisters has a 
childlike innocence to it. 
Little shepherd by Roger 
Whitaker and A winter’s 
tale by David Essex are too 
treacly. This one’s for older 
people. 


mi SNOWED IN/ 
HANSON 
— POLYGRAM 


One way of knowing 
who’s hot and who’s not is 
by seeing which new art- 
ists get to make a Christ- 
mas album. Hanson was 
undoubtedly the discovery 
of 1997. Here’s a Christmas 
album which features the 
fresh ruddy faces of the 
teenaged siblings. That’s 
what Christmas means to 
me, Little Saint Nick, 
Christmas (Baby please 
come home) and Rocking 
around the Christmas tree 
are the more spirited ones. 
The rest vary from medio- 
cre to insipid. A mixed 
bag. 

@ TIME/ 
PETER ANDRE 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


New, improved Peter 
Andre with a handful of 
distinguished guest 
artistes thrown in to en- 
hance the appeal. All 
about us features Montell 
Jordan and Lil’Bo Peep, All 
night all right features 
Coolio, Rest of my life fea- 
tures Brian McKnight and 
The tracks of my tears has 
the Refuge Camp Allstars. 


These also happen to be 
the most colourful and ex- 
citing. I see you, Letting 
you go, Nobody knows, 
Lonely. and Stay with me 
are slow and Senti. Best of 
me and What you like are 
dancefloor burners. Just 
for you is a classic piano 
accompanied ballad. 
Young girls’ heartstrings 
will be wrenched. 


@ HOMOGENIC/ 
BJORK 
— POLYGRAM 


One of my favourite 
thinking, feeling 
popsingers...Bjork always 
searches for a new sound, a 
new way to express herself 
(which includes a new im- 
age and innovative vid- 
eos). Here she seems to be 
greatly introspective and 
exploring realms of the 
subconscious. She uses 
many electronic percus- 
sion sounds along with 
real orchestra timbres 
which creates a surreal 
feeling. Hunter has a fre- 
netic beat and a greatly 
processed metallic sound- 
ing voice, a Spanishy 
chord progression. Joga 
juxtaposes beautiful rich 
orchestral timbres and 
very electronic drum 
sounds...a journey in- 
wards. Unravel talks about 
her heart unravelling into a 
ball of yarn, has an Indian 
flavour to it. All neon like 
talks about a jaunt into the 
land of slumber and 
dreams. Pluto has a frac- 
tured. techno kind of 


rhythm, very dark and se- 
cretive just like the farthest 
planet. Bachelorette has a 
curiously old-fashioned 
feel to it. 5 years mocks 
cowards and assorted 
wimps. Immature talks 
about each individual 
finding their own 
strengths, not depending 
on anyone else. Alarm call 
is the only one that has a 
beat that one could actu- 
ally attempt to dance to. 
All is full of love has some 
incandescent’ singing 
against a shimmering back- 
ground. Brilliant. 


Ww A-HA/ 
SUCHITRA 
— MAGNASOUND 


Magnasound never fails 
to surprise me with their 
choice of names. Wasn’t an 
early Alisha album called 
Ah Alisha? A-Ha has a 
strange mixed up feel with 
a demented sax line, a mis- 
placed steel guitar and a 
filmi chorus. Hallam gulla 
(didn’t Isay so?), a Bhangra 
tune, cashes in on the 
Daler wave. Kya hua is a 
prettyish ballad with a 
lovely shehnai line. O meri 
jaan has Suchitra singing 
quite out of tune. Na tha 
woh mera has a rap and an 
interesting sound which 
reminds you of a tape re- 
corder forward winding. 
Waiting is the only song 
which has lyrics done by 
Suchitra on her own. 
Holle re is a folky 
tune, one of the better 


ones. Musically a step 
forward from DumTara, but 
definitely not the singing. 


m@ SOLID HARMONIE/ 

SOLID HARMONIE 

— HMV 

First there were four/ 
five, cute/sexy boys form- 
ing groups and becoming 
successful overnight. 
There were always black 
female vocal groups like 
The Supremes and re- 
cently TLC, Salt n’ Pepa 
and many others. Then 
came the Spice Girls and 
their phenomenal success 
prompted white pretty/ 
sexy/underdressed/ob- 
scenely high ankle twist- 
ing sneaker wearing girls 
to get together and rake it 
in. Solid Harmonie falls 
into this category Ill be 
there (their big claim to 
name and fame), Walk 
away and I want you to 
want me are naive..He’s 
playing hard to get, You 
got the flava and Come 
and get it groove. When we 
kiss and I wanna love you 
are the bedroom specials. 
Not a bad debut album, has 
all the right ingredients for 
success, especially those 
banned-in-English-schools 
sneakers. 


@ REVOLUTION/ 
GLENN PERRY 
— PAN MUSIC 


It never amazes me how 
Glenn manages to rope in 
some of the finest (also 
read expensive) sessions 
musicians. Check this 
out...he has Dave Weck! on 
drums, Scott Henderson 
On guitar and_ Eric 
Marienthal on sax. Glenn 
loves to dabble in different 
genres...this time it is 
reggae. Sunday has some 
good flugelhorn. I’ll keep 
on loving you has Eric 
blowing on it but inane lyr- 
ics. | wanna be free is one 
of the better tunes, speaks 
with indignation. Live like 
a man talks about poverty, 
homelessness and war. 
Revolution has Scott’s 
bluesy licks. Hold me in 
your arms is a slow tune 


with pretty acoustic guitar 
fills. The production val- 
ues on this are rather high, 
what with such musicians 
playing on it and the re- 
cording quality of an L.A. 
studio. The compositions 
are simple, the lyrics are 
weak, the singing is de- 
cent. Certainly won’t cause 
a revolution, could make a 
few ripples though. 


m@ AWARA/ 
VIKAS BHALLA 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


After having milked the 
Hindi pop cow dry, here’s 
a music company trying 
out a new genre — Hindi 
rock. Does it work? Musi- 
cally quite a few notches 
higher than the pop 
genre, but lyrically as 
bankrupt. The little track 


has some lovely rock guitar 
playing. Actually most of 
the tunes do. Diwana has 
some lovely bass. 
Akkadna na is a rock and 
roll, sounds terrible. 
Dhuan and Om are prob- 
ably the prettiest tunes 
with decent lyrics. Gore 
gore is a ballad. Keh diya 
has some lovely acoustic 
guitar playing. There is 
also a karaoke sing-along 
version of Awara and a 
club mix of Om. There are 
some great players on this 
album, I wonder why they 
weren’t given credit for it? 
Vikas Bhalla is one of the 
better singers in the Hindi 
popular genre. 


@ DEVOTED TO YOU/ 
BASHIR 
— BMG CRESCENDO 


Bashir comes out with a 
Christmas album practi- 
cally every year. This year 
it hasn’t arrived. Instead 
here is an album of covers 
of love songs, taken from a 
variety of genres. Forever 
and forever, amen is a 
country song here, De- 
voted to you is done in ca- 
lypso style. I swear was a 
bad choice as the All-4- 
One hit is still fresh in our 
minds. So was Now and 
forever by Richard Marx. 
For you is a finger snap- 
ping/reggae/Broadway 
mix. Pledging my love and 
More probably — suit 
Bashir’s voice, style and 
era the best. The drum pro- 
gramming in Sweeter than 
you and You are every- 
thing to me is quite awful. 
The sincerity of the album 
is not questioned. And 
Bashir’s singing and 
musical arrangements 
are good. 


M@ DONNIE 
BRASCO(OST)/ 
VARIOUS 
— POLYGRAM 


A soundtrack which has 
some lovely tunes. There’s 
A stranger on earth by 
Dinah Washington, where 
she sounds a bit like Billie 
Holiday. Happiness is a 
gorgeous soul tune by the 
Pointer Sisters. What you 
won’t do for love has 


lovely singing by Bobby 


f Caldwell. Heart of love by 


Blondie has Deborah 
Harry’s charcteristic high 
pitched singing. Love Ma- 
chine - Pt.1 is another soul 


tune. Just around the cor- f | 
| ner is a funky Herbie \ | 


Hancock tune from his 


brilliant Mr. Hands album. 


The Tramps’ soul hit Disco 
inferno is included here. 
Return to me by Dean Mar- 
tin has Stalian lyrics and 
has brilliant backing 
voices. The Latin one is ex- 
actly that...full of salsa and 
grooving rhythm. Donnie 


and Lefty is a sad, haunt- ff 


ing piece. An album of B 


well-picked tunes which 


recreate the late ‘70s and >, 


early 80s ambience. 


@ ALL THE KING’S 
MEN/ 
SCOTTY-MOORE & DJ 
FONTANA 
— POLYGRAM 


A country and blues 


flavoured .album. This “, 


sounds like a big party\ } 
where, again, some celeb- € 


rity guest artistes come in 


and bring their special gifts ( { 


to the music. Keith 
Richards, the bad boy from 
the Rolling Stones sings 
and plays guitar on Deuce 
and a quarter, Raul Malo 
does an Elvis on I told you 
so. Joe Ely does a mean I’m 


gonna struggle you shorty. 


Bad little girl, is a rock n’ 
roll 
Soulmates 
Elvis soundalike. Going 
back to Memphis is a blues 
which has some nice organ 
playing. Hot enough for ya 
is a lovely rock n’ roll. Joe 
Louis Walker belts out 
Strange love. Is all of this 
for me? is sung soulfully by 
Tracy Nelson. Unsung 
hero by the ex-Stones’ Ron 
Wood and another bad boy 
of guitar Jeff Beck funks. 
Yes, some good vintage 
stuff. 


m@ THE BOOK OF LOVE/ 
AIR SUPPLY 
— BMG CRESCENDO 
Air Supply is the song 
writing/singing duo of 
Russell Hitchcock and Gra- 
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by Cheap Trick. , 
has a good§ | 


Xo NEW ALBUMS 


\ \ham Russell, which have 
come up with many a sen- 
timental song which have 
been huge hits. Lately they 
seem to not sound that 
good, got to be age catching 
up. The title track has a 
pretty and halting melody. 
Strong, strong wind talks 
-\ rather facilely about a 
_\ strong wind being needed 
to wrench the lovers apart. 
So much love rambles on. 
When I say again talks 
about never leaving, be- 
cause heaven is where they 
are. We the people is inter- 
esting as it gets rhythmic 
and talks about how the 
world can become a.better 
place with stuff like medi- 
tation and music Let’s stay 
 \ together tonight sounds 
__ \tired. Daybreak talks about 

. Japprehension rather than. 
)/hope at that hopeful time 
of day. Mother said starts 
out like an enchanting 
fairy story, has an interest- 
ing melody. Then it goes 
back to the usual Would 
you ever walk away. There 
are only so many ways to 
express love, these guys 
seem to have already used 
them all. 


M@ FINGERPAINTING 
(THE MUSIC OF 
HERBIE HANCOCK)/ 
PAYTON, MCBRIDE & 
WHITFIELD 
— POLYGRAM 


When it comes to jazz, I 
am thankful that Polygram 
is releasing some really ex- 
. cellent music. Such a pity 
\ \ that other companies seem 
\ \to completely shy away 
| }from any releases in this 
Cy’ venre. This brilliant album 
Lr has the young, burning trio 

\ of Christmas McBride 
(bass), Nicholas Payton 
(trumpet and flugelhorn) 
and Mark Whitfield (elec- 
tric and acoustic guitars) 
playing the compositions 
of Herbie Hancock, rang- 
ing from The eye of the 
hurricane which the 
V.S.0O.P. Quintet used to 
}play to his crossover The 
chameleon, The sorceror 
which was played by Miles 
Davis to One finger snap 
which he also played on 
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his tour last year with the 
Thelonius Monk outfit. 
The compositions are bril- 
liant, they are given new 
meanings by these musi- 
cians. An absolutely must 
listen. 


Here are some releases 
which are perfect for slip- 
ping into the stocking of 
your favourite niece/ 
nephew: 


@ DISNEY’S JAZZ TIME/ 
VARIOUS 
— PLUS MUSIC 


A really lovely collec 
tion of tunes from Disney 
films. The album begins 
with Louis “Satchmo” 
Armstrong singing and 
playing trumpet on-Zip-A- 
Dee-Doo-Dah. He also does 
Chim Chim Cher-ee and 
Heigh-ho in his inimitable 
style. Remember the 
magic by Brian McNight 
can’t.strictly be termed as 
jazz, but is a beautiful bal- 
lad anyways. The torchy 
balladeer Linda Ronstadt 
performs A dream is a 
wish your heart makes. 
Spetro Magic Medley (an 
instrumental) is more 
Disneyish. So this is love is 


-beaufully sung by James 


Ingram. The Jungle ‘Book 
favourites The bare neces- 
sities and I wanna be like 
you by Louis Prima are 
thrown in. David Sanborn 
plays on the Cinderella 
medley. Delightful. 


M@ DISNEY’S WHATTA 
MOUSE (DANCE 
COLLECTION)/ 
MICKEY MOUSE 
— PLUS MUSIC 


This is quite a hilarious 
album where they do take- 
offs on popular dance 
songs...Pump up the jam is 
a song that talks about pea- 
nut butter anc jam on the 
table! Hey, Mickey is 
Minnie and Daisy Duck 
singing about the mouse 
with the mostest. Then 
there’s Ice Ice Mickey..., 
Whoomp! (a take-off on the 
Snoop tune), U can’t botch 
this (like the Hammer song 
Can’t touch this), We will 
rock you, Little Red 


‘Rappinghood and so on. 
It’s quite delightful. 


@ DISNEY’S 
CHILDREN’S TRAVEL 
SONGS/ 

VARIOUS 
— PLUS MUSIC 


A collection of sweet 
travel songs including the 
country flavoured Come 
on, let’s go, Merrily we roll 
along/Grooving, the funky 
Ease on down the road, 
Up, up and away which 
talks about floating away 
like a cloud, also favourites 


like Down by the station/ 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo 
and Oh, Susanna/Polly- 
Wolly-Doodle. Cute. 


There are also new re- 
leases of the OST of 
Pocahontas and The best 
of country sings the best of 
Disney by Plus Music. 
These were reviewed by 
me earlier when they were 
released by BMG Cre- 
scendo earlier, so please 
refer to those in earlier is- 
sues. 


@ DANCE NATION 1/ 
VARIOUS 
— PLUS MUSIC 


Songs from the past... 
near and distant... Stayin’ 
alive, I’m on fire, Brown 
eyed girl, Stay, Pass the 
dutchie, Mary’s prayer, X- 
files, even Billie Jean 
Phew... what a mix of 
songs, all performed by 
various artistes like N- 
Trance, Steel Pulse, 
Dreamhouse, Mr. Spliffy, 


Rochelle and Linx. Rang- 
ing from hip hop to techno 
and even some boring 
disco. If the clubs are too 
full in the new year, try 
these. They have all the 
regular tunes, 


M@ MEGA DANCE 
MEDLEYS VOL. 1/ 
VARIOUS 
— PLUS MUSIC 


A dance medley with a 
slight difference. These are 
remixes of the original 
voices with new, more} 
dancey rhythms. The 
Spice Girls medley has 
Wannabe, Say you'll be 
there, Who do you think 


you are, 2Bocome 1, Love _ 
thing and Mama. There’s a [ 
Take That medley, a\. 
Queen medley, an ABBA 
medley and a Bee Gees 
medley. Quite a mix of 
styles in the original, but 
becomes a homogenized 
soup with the drum ma- 
chines. Cheap thrills. 


SANDHYA SANJANA | \ 


CROSSED VIBES 


lack Americans 
have many names. 
Slaves, freedom, 
negro, jiggapoo, 
darkie. coloured, 
African American, 
Afro American, Niggrah. 
And nigger (now pro- 
nounced nigga). This word 
which came to life through 
the mouths of racists has 
stuck. Today although it is 
a No-word for whites, it 
has taken on a new mean- 
ing for hip-hop blacks and 
is almost a term of endear- 
ment when used to one an- 


Digabl 


other. Here’s what it means 
to: 


SKI of the Trouble 
Necks - “What people have 
to understand is the origin 
of the word. It’s Latin for 
black dead skin.” 


LL COOL J - “The word 
means a lot of things ac- 
cording to who's saying it. 
It’s based on race and up- 
bringing. Brothers can 
mean it in an affectionate 
way, although subcon- 
sciously it’s been im- 
planted in them.” 


Charlie Brown (Leaders 
of the New School) “The 
fact that we are still using 
the word today is all part of 
a psychological mind trick 
placed on us about 500 


e planets 


years ago as slaves”. 


Knowledge (Digable 
Planets) “The word nigger 
itself is a misnomer. It 
means nothing. We’re not 
negroes, we're not niggers. 
These were the terms that 
were given to us when we 
were brought over here to 
America and that’s why we 
shouldn’t use it.” 


Paul Mooney (come- 
dian) “Everybody I knew 
uses it in everyday conver- 
sation. “That's my nigga’ 
‘Nigga please’ “That nigga 
look good’. Young Blacks 
have redefined its original 
meaning.” 


Snoopy Doggy Dogg 
(nee Calvin Broadns) was 


reared by a single parent 
mom. As a teen he was in- 


Mark 
volved with gangs, was in 
‘n’ out of jail for acts of vio- 
lence and selling cocaine. 
It was there that he de- 
cided to make a career of 
rapping and rhyming. In 
1990, Dr. Dre invited 
Snoop to guest on his al- 
bum “The Chronic”, 
which went on to sell over 
three million copies and 


Owen 


launch Snoop as rap’s first 
pin-up superstar. Then 
came his own solo album 
“Doggystyle”. But, lo, be- 
fore its release Snoop was 
arrested on a charge of 
murder. Out on a1 million 
dollar bail he became the 
first solo artist to have a 
debut album chart at No. 1 
in its first week of release. 
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After which Snoop has al- 
ways been under fire for 
his anti-women lyrics and 
glorification of guns and 
drugs. 


The lowest point in 
tough guy ragga star 
Snow's life was when he 
was jailed for two. at- 
tempted murders. He 
thought that he was gonna 
get 15 vears — the lowest 
— and was in jail fora year 
awaiting trial. However, 
they dropped the charges 
and his best pal spoke up 
for him. “I remember see- 
Inga road outside my cell”, 
he moans “and there was 
this bus stop with people 
miserably waiting for 
transport. What | would 
have piven to have been 
one of them!" 


Now while Snow's pet 
hate is opera, David 
Coverdale of Whitesnake's 
favourite record — is 
Mozart's piano concerto 
No. 1 


When Mark Owen of 
Take that was away on 
tour, he was horrified to 
find that his mum had re- 
decorated his bedroom in 
My Little Pony style — all 
frills, flowers and friskv fil- 
lies. He prefers two-legged 
ones with Jong limbs. 
When he was a teenager, 
he'd go around touching 
pirl’s legs. but not in a 
sexual wav. “I just needed 
to go up and have a feel of 
those things that were so 
much longer than mine.” 
he smirks. 


Eves right. Wanna know 
how the stars make the 
most out of their eyes? 
Goldie Hawn and Winona 
Ryder make their eyes ap- 
pear wider by sculpting 
the socket line with a 
shade darker than the rest 
of the lid. Paula Yates and 
Joanna Lumley accentuate 
the outer cormmers with a V 
shape of colour, a shade 
darker than the rest of the 
eyelid. 


Darryl Hannah keeps 
colour light and goes easy 
on the mascara. 


nee 


Tony Mortimer 


- 


3 Robbie 


Diana Ross’ protruding 
eyes appear smaller with 
dark eye shadows. 


The newest dolls on the 
block are the Spice Girls. 
So you can have red-haired 
lovable Geri Ginger Spice, 
freaky tongue-pierced elec- 
tric-haired Mel C, Baby 
Doll Emma, Sporty Mel B 
with Adidas shoes, and 
posh Victoria with not a 
smile but a pout. Price? 
£20 each. 


Some guys don't need 
an excuse to whip their 
tops off. 


So here we have! 


* East 17 


williams 


sit? 


na Lumley 


Joan 


* Robbie Williams. the * Ronan Keating looks 


object of squillions of 


teenyboppers’ dreams, 
with that cheeky smile, 
that washboard tummy 
and that hairy chest. 


lad Tony 
Mortimer wouldn’t win 
any prizes for his 
mighty muscles, but 
that doesn’t mean he's 
not fit. Tone’s got a gym 
at home where he works 
out with weights and 
punch bag. 


* Boyzone’s Mikey Gra- 


ham swims an hour a 
day which accounts for 
his treasure chest. 


absolute Fab without 
his shirt on. His exer- 
cise? Football. 


Peter Andre keeps in 
great shape by cloing sit- 
ups and push-ups be- 
fore a show. “I find that 
[can pump up quickly, 
but my muscles shrink 
quickly as well”, he 
says. 


Kavona proves that a 
smooth chest is also 
sexy. He runs for fun. ° 


Tom Cruise is a fitness 
fanatic who jogs along 
the beach and works his 


Low points include 
“Untanved Heart” and 
“Ferngully”. But the rest of 
his career reads like a 
catologue of hits. 


.. 11-year-old Henry Tho- 
mas had the world weep- 
ing as Elliot in ET. But 
while his alien pal went 
into orbit, the same can't 
be said for Henry’s career. 
He was only saved from 
certain obscurity by “Leg- 
ends of the Fall” 


.. One minute Matt Dillon 
is a brooding young rebel 
wagping school, the next 
he’s spotted by a leading 
agent and chosen to play a 
brooding young rebel in 
“Over the Edge”. Today 
Matt’s in danger of blow- 
ing the lot with a string of 
flops 


... Beautiful Stephen Dorff 
grew up to be a gorgeous 
hunk. The teen star of “The 
Power of One” has grown 
to bigger and better things - 
“Backbeat”, “I shot Andy 
Warhol” and “Blood and 
Wine” 

To end here are 10 hit en- 


tirely successful post-teen 
careers. 


1. Andrew Ridgely - no 
good officially 


2. Luke Goss - see Matt 
Goss (Bros) 


Matt Goss 
Goss (Bros) 


4. Les Mc Keown - First 


solo album entitled 
“All Washed up” 


River Phoenix [ _ a see Luke 


Donova" 


Jason Henry Thomas 


body so that he could 


into a fully-fledged 


playing tortured intellec- 


perform his own stunts Love God... tual slackers, writing % Pemtee) Cl sta dar Re. 
in Mission Impossible. __., River Phoenix became }0oks and dating Uma pe a: 
his family breadwinner Thurman in his spare 6. Tiffany - we think she’s 
Jean Clande Van when he appeared in the time. alone now 
Damme, the muscles Ty show “Red Kids” at the... Playing a cute Amish 7. Ben Volpeliere Pierrot - 
from Brussels, has rea- tender age of 10. He was in boy in “Witness” threat- possibly now a street 
ao ne be Page’ of oe his first film the Explorers ened to be Lukas Hass’ ca- urchin. 
Ue y P ee a at 15 and was well on his reer high point at nine. But’ g | imahl - stage name, an 
i way to becoming the new as his looks and box office anagram for hopeless 
eb: James Dean until his un- upped soon it went decid- 
Dishy Damon Albarn timely death in 1993. edly off the boil. Is that set 2 Fed eae f he 
: | to change with his recent EE Yee ena 
loves cycling Ant Patt 15 year old Ethan hit “ kK"? though 
Taekwondo to rev up Hawke played a teeny ee a 
his pecs appeal. boffin alongside River ...Who’d have thought that 19-Jason Donovan - het- 
Phoenix in Explorers be- the kid with the tragic part erosexual, hetero- 
Leonardo Di Caprio is fore starring in hits like in “The Name of The Rose” sexual, heterosexual. 
not the only one-time “White Fang” and “Alive” would turn into one of the ANNE DE BRAGANCA 


child who’s grown up 


Currently makes a living 


Nineties Sexiest Stars? 


CUNHA 


SOUND ADVICE 


ere are some quickie 
ways to reorganize your 
life for the better in 1998. 


CONTROL TIME 


* 


In a year planner mark out exams, 
major study projects, holidays, 
festive and family occasion. 


Enter these same details in your 
diary, together with birthdays of 
your near ‘n’ dear. Also enter 
dates, parties, doctor’s check-ups, 
to-do things. Every morning look 
at your list and tick them off when 
done. This will make you aware of 
what you have to do and when. 


Don't overcommit. Know how 
much you can realistically do. 
When someone asks you to do 
something consider: “Is it really 
necessary? Is it the best way to use 
my time? Is it what I want to do?” 


Work with your body clock. For 
example study when you have the 
most mental powers. 


TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR STUDIES 


* 


Make your study time as satisfying 
as possible by turning it into a 
game that you can referee. 


Work out daily schedules and 
time-tables for exam preparation. 


Study at the same time and same 
place as much as possible. 


Tackle the tough stuff first when 
your mind is fresh. Wind up with 
a revision. 


Don’t worry about performance 
and comparisons with your pals. 


Think of exams as a problem to be 
solved and not as a personal threat 
or the end of the world. 


UNCLUTTER YOUR SPACE 
* Empty out and settle all drawers, 


cupboards, shelves, storage space, 
at least once a year. 


Be ruthless. Put aside garments or 
toiletries that you haven’t used for 
a year. Ditto with books, tapes and 
such that you will never touch 
again. Give these away or sell to 
the ruddiwalla. 


Keep valuables and cash in a 
locked drawer instead of creating 
temptation for the domestics. 


Tidy up as you go along, every 
day, Like after studying or chang- 
ing clothes, put things back in 
their proper place. 


Don’t strew the whole house with 
your stuff. If they’re in your room 


where they belong, you won't 
have to treasure-hunt each time 
you want something. 


BOOST YOUR ENERGY LEVELS 


* Never skip breakfast. A high 


power breakfast fuels you up for 
the day. 


* Be juicy. Endless cups of coffee or 
coke aren’t the answer to flagging 
energy levels. You’ll just feel more 
tired later on. Instead drink fruit or 
veggie juice. 

* Lay off junk food and gooey 
baddies, snack on iddlis, grilled 
sandwiches, fresh fruit and 
veggies. 

* Keep moving. Regular exercise or 
a game for at least half an hour a 
day makes you feel physically and 
mentally good. 


* Drink a glass of milk at bedtime. 
It’s good for your bones and pro- 
motes a sound night’s sleep. 


* Get at least 8 hours of shut eye 
daily. If you’ve been burning the 
candle at both ends try to go to bed 
earlier until you can beat the 
alarm to the draw. Or hibernate on 
Sundays. 


BUILD UP BETTER FAMILY RELA- 
TIONSHIPS 


* Put your family first, with consid- 
eration. 


* Switch off the TV and get off the 


phone so that you can communi- 
cate with your family. Mealtimes 
are great chat times. 


Attend family get-togethers and 
outings cheerfully. 

Give quality time to your grand- 
parents too. 


Offer mutual support and be good 
friends with your siblings. 


Don't let problems or resentments 
build up. If something needs sort- 
ing out from deadlines to career 
goals, bring it out in the open. 


Don’t treat your home like a hotel. 
Take responsibility at home. Your 
domestics are not slaves. 


FOSTER FRIENDSHIPS 
* Return favours fast. If Zeenie has 


lent you her tank top don’t refuse 
when she asks for yours. 


Apologize when you’ve hurt your 
friend’s feelings - even if you be- 
lieve that you’re in the right. 


Respect other opinions and com- 
ment favourably on them even if 
you don’t totally agree. Then state 
your own case gently and hon- 
estly. 


Keep secrets secret, no matter how 
juicy or trivial they are. 


Be there in sad times and glad 
times, but not so close that you’re 
a shadow! 


ANNE DE BRAGANCA CUNHA 
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op singer Suchitra recently 

released her third album, 

titled ‘A-ha’, under the 

Magnasound label. Her first 
two albums, ‘Dum Tara’ and ‘Dole 
Dole’ which were launched by the 
same music Company, were major 
SUCCESSES. 


“| have a very good working rela- 
tionship with Magnasound,” claims 
Suchitra. “They have allowed me to 
grow as a singer, given me complete 
freedom as well as provided an abil- 
ity to experiment.” 


Though, strangely, there is no con- 
tract between the music label and the 
‘Hindi Pop’ artiste. As Suchitra says, 
“It is merely a piece of paper.” 


“The sales of ~A-ha’ have been 
most encouraging,” according to 
Suchitra, “because this album is very 
different from my earlier two albums. 


“In this album, I have matured 
both as a singer and as an artiste. It’sa 
more mature sound and‘I’m really 
happy with the way my vocals have 
turned out” 


Suchitra has co-written three of 
the album’s tracks with Arun Raj, the 
man behind ‘Dole Dole’ and ‘Dum 
Tara’. She has co-composed the title 
track with music director Raju Singh. 


_Suchitra will undertake a concert 


tour especially to metros and smaller 
cities. An international release/tour 
is yet to be finalised. “Though there 
are Indians abroad, “says Suchitra, 
the market is much smaller com- 
pared to India.” 


According to the singer, the target 
audience for the album is between 
six to 60 years, basically, anyone who 
enjoys music. 

Suchitra does not have any idols 
in life but has been influenced by 
Barbara Streisand, Whitney Houston, 
and Asha Bhonsle. Suchitra has also 
undergone training in Hindustani 
classical music for four years. 


Though Suchitra has been an ac- 
tress, model, and a T.V. star, she is 
going to concentrate only on singing 
for the time being. 


“My husband, Shekhar Kapur, en- 
couraged me and convinced me of 
my capabilities as a singer,” says 
Suchitra. ‘However, if an interesting 
offer comes my way, I may just revert 
to acting or modelling in the future.” 


For the singer, travelling is a part 
of life with shows, promotions and, 
of course, flying visits to be with 
Shekhar who is in the midst of direct- 
ing ‘Queen Elizabeth’ in London. In 
fact, Suchitra recently had to fly to 
Dubai as part of the ‘Magnasound 
Megastars Tour’. 


Whatever little free time Suchitra 
has it is spent in reading, playing 
piano, cooking, walking her dog and 
surfing the net (she even has her own 
website). 


The singer believes that she has a 
very bright future in ‘Hindi Pop’. 
“The Indian Pop scene is very prom- 
ising and, with such a lot of talent 
available, the consumer has a lot to 
choose from”, claims Suchitra. 


This has all been a “first” for the 
singer and she hopes to contribute 
even more next time around. 


The album was recorded in 
Singh’s Joshua Inc. studio and took 
around a year to complete. 


The album has eight songs. The 
title track is a cool, laidback tribute to 
the black-and-white era of film-mak- 
ing. ‘Hallam Gulla’ is techno-bhangra 
pop. ‘Holle Re’ is Indian folk. ‘Na Tha 
Who Mera’ and ‘It’s Hote’ are cute 
uptempo tracks, while ‘Kya Hua’ is a 
wistful ballad. 


The title song is being aired by 
music channels. It is a monochrome 
video with sets like those of the ’50s 
and ‘60s with Suchitra attempting to 
portray Marilyn Monroe, transport- 
ing the viewer back to the ‘Golden 
Era’. 


Another video also shot by the 
ubiquitous Ken Ghosh is for ‘Hollam 
Gulla’. “Kya Hua is my favourite be- 
cause of its great lyrical content,” 
emphasises Suchitra. “The album’s 
name has no real significance. All we 
wanted was a simple name, so one of 
the songs was made into the title.” 


She also believes that her album 
will continue to sell well. “My album 
will stand out in the market on the 
basis of the quality of music,” boasts 
Suchitra. ““A-ha’ is different in every 
sense of the word and, as far as the 
marketing goes, I have the best music 
company handling it.” 

For the future, Suchitra will 
launch yet another album with 
Magnasound. 


“My message to my fans is to keep 
smiling, be happy, and enjoy,” ad- 
vises Suchitra. 

“T think this is my best album yet 
and I’m looking forward to my audi- 
ences saying that too. A-ha! that is !” 


PARTHIV KAMANI 


In order to promote the album, 
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ow in his ninth 
week at US No. 
1 on the Bill- 
board singles 
chart with “Somethig 
about the way you look to- 
night”, Elton John will 


probably still be in the Top 
10 come the beginning of 
1998. That will extend his 
record of having at least 
one Top 40 single every 
year to 29 consecutive 
vears. 


The BBC is also show- 
ing up on the US chart. 
The first Led Zeppelin al- 
bum to chart in four years 
debuts at No. 12. “The BBC 
Sessions” is the fourth en- 
try for the group in the ’90s 
and the most successful 
yet. The previous high was 
the No. 18 peak for the 
four-CD set, “Led Zeppe- 
lin", in 1990. The BBC al- 
bum is the highest-chart- 
ing Zeppelin since “Coda” 
went to No. 6 in 1983. 


Meanwhile, of the six 
new entries to enter the UK 
singles Top 10, only one is 
achieved with a new, origi- 
nal song. This being The 
Prodigy’s “Smack my bitch 
up”. The others-Perfect 
day, Wind beneath my 
wings, Ain’t just that, Let’s 
#o around, and Crush on 
you-are re-makes of vary- 
ing vintage. 

Making by far the big- 
gest splash is the multi-art- 


Elton John 


TOP TEN U.S. ALBUMS 

Metallica 

Celine Dion 
Barbra Streisand 
Erykah Badu 
Shania Twain 


RELOAD 

LET’S TALK ABOUT LOVE 
HIGHER GROUND 

LIVE 

COME ON OVER 


YOU LIGHT UP MY LIFE — 
INSPIRATIONAL SONGS 


SNOWED IN 
(UBTHUMPER 

HARLEM WORLD 

LEVERT. SWEAT GILL 


Leann Rimes 


Hanson 
Chumbawamba 
Mase 


TOP fT S. SINGLES 


’ THE = Elton Joh: 


YOU MAKE ME WANNA 
HOW DO I LIVE 

MY BODY 

MY LOVE IS THE SHHH 


Something For The 
People Feat. 
Trina & Tamara 


Chumbawamba 
Robyn 

Mase 

Allure Feat. 112 
Hanson 


SHOW ME LOVE 
FEEL SO GOOD 
ALE ER 
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ist recording of Lou Reed’s 
‘Perfect day’ which debuts 
at UK No. 1. It’s the 23rd 
No. 1 this year-all but four 
of which have debuted at 
No. 1 - and the third char- 
ity disc to reach the sum- 
mit so far, following Spice 
Girls’ ‘Mama/Who do you 
think you are’ and Elton 
John’s ‘Something about 
the way you look/Candle 
in the wind 1997.’ 


In the 13 years since 
Band Aid gave UK its first 
charity No. 1, a total of 17 
charity discs have topped 
the chart. ‘Perfect day’, 
which was originally re- 
corded by Lou Reed for 
1972 album, “Trans- 
former”, has been a hit be- 
fore, reaching No. 28 in a 
cover by Duran Duran and 
No. 75 by Kirsty MacColl, 
both in 1995. 


The re-makes charting 
high this month are 
Lutricia McNeal’s ‘Ain’t 
just that’ (first recorded by 
former bunnygirl Barbi 
Benton in 1976 on Playboy 
magazine’s record label, 
which prospered briefly); 
Louise’s ‘Let’s go around 
again’ (the Average White 


a 
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1 

2. SPICEWORLD 
3. URBAN HYMNS 
4. RELOAD 
s) 
6 
44 


. GREATEST HITS 


8. WHITE ON BLONDE 


10. LENNON LEGEND - 


Band); and Aaron Carter’s 
‘Crush on you’ (The Jets). 


Aaron Carter is, of 
course, the younger 
brother of Backstreet Boys’ 
Nick Carter and is the 
fourth youngest solo artiste 
ever to havea UK hit, being 
just a couple of weeks shy 


TOP TEN U.K. ALBUMS 
LET’S TALK ABOUT EOVE 


. LIKE YOU DO...THE BEST OF 


STARS-THE BEST OF 


9. BACKSTREET’S BACK 


THE VER ee eee 


Celine Dion 
Spice Girls 

The Verve 
Metallica 
Eternal 
Lightning Seeds 
Enya 


Texas 
Backstreet Boys 
John Lennon 


of his tenth birthday. The 
only younger hit makers 
have been Jimmy Osmond, 
who was also nine, and a 
couple of three years olds, 
namely Natalie Casey 
(now all of 17 and starring 
as Carol Groves in 
‘Hollyoaks’) and Microbe, 


Spice Girls 


1. PERFECT DAY 
BARBIE GIRL 


. NEVER EVER 
ee wt THAT JUST 


1 
2 
3 
4. TORN 
) 
6 
Z 


9. CRUSH ON YOU 


the latter name providing 
the nom-de-plume for Ian 
Doody. 


Here’s wishing readers 
a very pleasant New Year 
with a promise that, in 
1998, we will continue to 
monitor the uncertainties 
of the record charts, with a 


. WIND BENEATH MY WINGS 


8. SMACK MY BITCH UP 


10. LET’S GO ROUND AGAIN 


.K. SINGLES 


Various 

Aqua 

Steven Houghton 
Natalie Imbruglia 
All Saints 
Lutricia McNeal 


Barbra Streisand 
& Celine Dion 


The Prodigy 
Aaron Carter 


Louise 


ti, 
tt 


complete rundown on the 
battle between — the 
Teletubbies and Spice 
Girls for the coveted UK 
singles No. 1 position. 
Cheers ! 


PARTHIV KAMANI 
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And your eyes turn towards the window And now I'm stuck in the web you're 
pane spinning 


To the lights upon the hill You've got me for your prey... 


The distance seems so strange to you now 


| Sony I : 
And the dark room seems so still orry I'm not home right now 


SOUL E 
YOUR 
PILOT 


STING 


When you're down and they’re counting 


: I'm walkina i 
Let your pain be my sorrow walking into spiderwebs 


So leave a message and I'll call you back 
Let your tears be my tears too A likely story, but leave a message and I'll 
Let your courage be my model call you back 
That the north you find will be true 


When there’s no more useless information 
You're taking up my time 


You take advantage of what's mine 


And the compass tums to nowhere that nan 
Don't have the courage inside me 
you know well 


Let your soul be your pilot To tell you please just let me be 


Let your soul guide you Let your soul 
quide you 


Communication, telephonic invasion 


| Paid I'm planning my escape... 
e uide on your wa 
When your secrets all found out t your soul guide you upon y y 


When your troubles take to mounting CHORUS 


When the map you have leads you to Los |) D, oO 
doubt ) 


’ I screen my phone calls 
When there's no information N f Q i i 
Las O matter wha ca 
And the compass turns to nowhere that [D ; 
you know well = I gotta’ screen my phone calls 


Ni O DO T By Now it's gone too deep 


You think that we connect 


And it’s all your fault 


You wake me in my sleep 
My dreams become nightmares 
‘Cause you're ringing in my ears 


That the chemistries correct 
So you walk right through my ears CHORUS 
Presuming | like what I hear 


Let your soul be your pilot 


Let your soul guide you he'll quide you 
well 


When the doctors failed to heal you 


When no medicine chest can make you 
well 


When no counsel leads to comfort 

When there are no more lies they can tell 
No more useless information 

And the compass spins 


The compass spins between heaven and 
hell 


Let your soul be your pilot 
Let your soul guide you he'll guide you 
well 


CC — aE 
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AS LONG 
AS YOU 
OWE Nie 
BACKSTREET 
BOYS 


Verse 1 

All the loneliness has always been a friend 
of mine 

I'm leaving my life in your hands 

People say I’m crazy and that | am blind 
Risking it all in a glance 

How you got me blind is still a mystery 

I can’t get you out of my head 

Don’t care what is written in your history 
As long as you're here with me 


Chorus 

|.don’t care who you are 
Where you're from 
What you did 


As long as you love me 


Who you are 

Where you're from 
Don’t care what you did 
As long as you love me 


Verse 2 

Every little thing that you have said and 
done 

Feels like it’s deep within me 

Oh, ooh ooh uum 

Doesn’t even matter if you’re on the run 


[t seems like we're meant to be 


Chorus 


Verse 3 

I’ve tried to hide it so that no one knows 
But | quess it shows’ 

When you look into my eyes 

What you did and where you're coming 
from 

| don’t care 

As long as long as you love me, baby 


Chorus (Repeat to the end) 


THATS 
Tle WAY 
Ale 


BACKSTREET 
BOYS 


Intro 

That’s the way | like it, baby 
That's the way | like it, baby 
That’s the way | like it 


Verse 1 

Somebody told me that you’re not my 
kind 

So have I lost my mind? 

You keep on doing all the things I like 


You've got me hypnotized 
That’s the way | like it 

Girl, you make me want to move 
It’s the price I have to pay 

For all the things you do 

Girl I like it 


Pre-chorus 

Now you listen to the groove 
And you gotta listen well 
The way I feel 

That’s the way I like it 


Chorus 

Everybody know 

| like it 

Everybody know 
That's the way | like it 
Everybody c’mon 

I like it 

Everybody c’mon 
That's the way | like it 


Verse 2 

Oh mystery lady you got something | like 
Tell me you're here to stay 

You're dangerous so baby could you do 
me right 

When you come out to play 

Cause that’s the way | like 


Chorus (2x) 


Pre-chorus 

That’s the way | like it 
That is the way | like it 
That's the way | like it 
That is the way | like it 


(Repeat until the end) 


Chorus 
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itamic’, the much-awaited and most expen- 
sive film ever made is opening in the U.S. 
on December 19 and is slated for release in 
India in the first week of March. It should 

be the biggest and best film of 1998 and is 

most likely to walk away with the Acad- 
emy Award tor Best Picture in the spring of 1998. On 
November at the Tokvo International Film Festival. 
audiences got a first look and gave it resounding ap- 
plause with hundreds of young Japanese women 
screeching for the film’s star, Leonardo DiCaprio to 
flash a smile and a serious James Cameron, the director 
telling the capacity crowd of about 2200 the historical 
meaning of the nautical disaster. 
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Moses 


This fast-paced three-hour extravaganza, which had 
its world premiere at the Tokyo Film Festival on Nov. 
1, 1s certain to do exceptionally well at the box office, 
and Paramount's $60 million investment for U.S. 
rights on a $200 million-plus production has to be one 
of the bargain deals of the century. Whether Fox can 
come anywhere nearer to break-even in the rest of the 
world than the Titanic did to New York is, another 
matter. 


In telling the story of one of history’s most cel- 
ebrated disasters, the sinking of the White Star Line’s 
R.M.S. Titanic on her maiden voyage from 
Southampton on April 15, 1912, Cameron was clearly 
inspired by the challenge of reproducing the event 
with a physical verisimilitude and impact inconceiv- 
able in the numerous previous film and TV versions of 
the event. 


At the same time, the writer-director, best known 
for his effects-laden sci-fi thrillers, has pushed a hu- 
man drama, and an intense love story at that, to the 
forefront in a way he never has before. Result works as 
old-fashioned melodrama, even if one can’t quite say 
romance is now his forte. 


Capitalizing on the 1985 discovery of the Titanic’s 
remains 21/2 miles beneath the surface in the North 
Atlantic, Cameron frames the period drama with con- 
temporary action in which American explorer/oppor- 
tunist Brock Lovett (Bill Paxton) uses deep-sea 
submersibles to videotape and retrieve artefacts from 
the vessel. Opening sequence offers a ghostly partial 
tour of the encrusted “ship of dreams”, which Lovett 


hopes will yield him a bounty of hugely valuable 
diamonds he believes are on board. 


Instead of finding any stones, however, Lovett does 
turn up an intriguing drawing of a young nude woman 
wearing a fabulous necklace and dated April 14, 1912. 
This discovery comes to the attention of a 102-year-old 
woman named Rose (Gloria Stuart), who in fact is the 
woman in the portrait and is summarily spirited to 
Lovett’s ship at the wreckage’s site to confirm details 
and, at length, to tel] her story as it happened 84 years 
before. 


First shots of the Titanic taking on passengers at 
Southampton are truly stunning, with the brand new 
ship representing the consummate triumph of the in- 
dustrial age. Famously dubbed ‘unsinkable”, she was 
the biggest moving object ever constructed, built at a 
cost of $7.5 million. Cameron’s camera swoops up, 
down and around, taking in the masses from all classes 
crowding on board, but takes an immediate interest in 
two people: Rose DeWitt Bukater (Kate Winslet), a 
haughty society girl returning to Philadelphia to marry 
her rich snob fiance, Cal Hockley (Billy Zane), and 
penniless, devil-may-care American Jack Dawson 
(Leonardo DiCaprio), who wins his ticket on the Ti- 
tanic in a last-minute dockside card game. 


The launch, on April 10, is an exciting wonder to 
behold, as the camera zips through all sections of the 
ship to amply reveal its luxurious extravagance as well 
as the rightful pride of its designer and crew. Planted 
early on is the suggestion that the wish of the 
company’s managing director Bruce Ismay (Jonathan 
Hyde), to break the Atlantic crossing speed record led 
directly to his craft’s collision with an iceberg 400 
miles off Newfoundland. 


Surprisingly little time, however, is given over to 
the captain and those otherwise in charge of running 
the ship. As soon as they are under way, Rose does 
everything she can to rebel against her impossibly 
arrogant fiance and starchily class-conscious mother 
(Frances Fisher). Finally, feeling hopelessly trapped, 
she makes her way to the aft deck, where she is rescued 
from jumping over-board by none other than Jack, who 
has been admiring her from afar. 


To repay him for saving his lady’s life. Cal is obliged 
to invite the scruffy dog to dinner at their first-class 
table the following night, where Jack parries his snob- 
bish hosts’ insults with as much style as he can muster. 
In return, he later spirits Rose off to third class, where 
they join in some spirited dancing with the immigrants 
giving Rose more fun than she’s ever had in her life. 


And so it goes with their schematic romance, with 
the upper-class girl freed from the stultifying restraints 
of her stiffly formal world by a resourceful, never-say- 
die, tousle-headed American Everyman. The formula 
at work here would have been right at home in silent 
melodramas, and it is to the credit of. the vigorously 
spirited DiCaprio and the emotionally accessible 
Winslet that the relationship comes to life as engag- 
ingly as it does. 

Deciding to reject her intended future life alto- 
gether, Rose asks Jack, who has made his living making 
sketches on the streets of Paris, to draw her in the nude 
wearing the invaluable blue diamond Cal has given 
her, an effectively intense and sensual sequence. 


Chased hither and yon thereafter, they find the time 
and place to consummate their passion — American 
style — in the back seat of a luxury car in the ship’s 


hold before all hell breaks loose. 


The Titanic hits the iceberg 100 minutes into the 
film, and the next 80 minutes represent uninterrupted 
excitement and spectacle. With a deathly quiet hang- 
ing over the ship at the midnight hour, the captain and 
crew swallow the quickly inescapable conclusion that 
the unthinkable has happened and the vessel is going 
to go down, just as some men on deck kick large ice 


UPBEAT JANUARY 19398 45 


SPECIAL FEATURE 


chips around like soccer balls. Some first-class passen- 
gers are irritated at the inconvenience of being evacu- 
ated from their quarters while water rushes headlong 
into the punctured front compartments of the ship. 


Even at this point, however, Cameron steers his 
attention away from the general calamity to pile on 
even more complications for Jack and Rose, as the 
latter must discover where her vengeful fiance has had 
him locked up and then must make like a superhero- 
ine to fight her way through nearly submerged pas- 
sages to rescue him. But Cal, who would only need an 
oily mustache to become the complete Edwardian-era 
villain, still isn’t finished, as he pursues Jack and Rose 


with a pistol even as freezing water is engulfing one 
and all. 


This telling covers some of the classical ground: 
There were only lifeboats enough for half the passen- 
gers, and many of the 60-seat crafts went out only 
partially filled; patrons were given priority, as were 
women and children, while the steerage passengers 
were kept behind locked gates for a long time: some 
wealthy types sat stoically sipping brandy or locked in 
embraces with their mates, and a group of musicians 
continued to play soothing music to keep a lid on the 
panic. Still, the film misses a suspenseful beat by 
largely ignoring the presence of other boats in the 
vicinity and not indicating why they never made it to 
the Titanic. 


The ship’s final plunge, as it breaks in two and the 
aft section rises up perpendicular to the black sea, is 
utterly stunning and effectively places the viewer in 
the jaws of death. The aftermath is possibly even more 
sobering, as hundreds of people are left in lifejackets 
bobbing in the frigid waters, shouting out but certain of 
their doom. 


Much of this would not have been possible without 
the latest in digital special effects; their integration into 
the live filming is seamless making all the extraordi- 
nary effort pay off onscreen. Technically there is no 
question that the film is a wonder, and Cameron, pro- 
duction designer Peter Lamont, cinematographer 
Russell Carpenter, costume designer Deborah L. Scott, 
visual effects supervisor Robert Legato and the crew at 
Digital Domain represent only the tip of the iceberg, so 
to speak, of those hundreds of hands responsible for 
the exceptional-looking package. 


DiCaprio and Winslet deliver all and more of what 
might have been expected of them, Kathy Bates tosses 
off some jolly jests as the ‘“‘unsinkable” Molly Brown, 
and Gloria Stuart, a beautiful leading lady of the early 
sound era, is quite moving as the elderly woman who 
tells her intimate memories of the Titanic for the first 
time. 


“The tragedy of the Titanic,” observes Cameron, 
“has assumed an almost mythic quality in our collec- 
tive imagination. But the passage of time has robbed it 
of its human face and its vitality. I hope that Rose and 
Jack's relationship will be a kind of emotional light- 
ning rod, if you will, allowing viewers to invest with 
their heart and imagination and make history come 
alive again.” 


The acclaimed director spent five years researching 
the RMS (Royal Mail Steamer) Titanic and the horrific 
details of her sudden sinking little more than two 


ee rrr 
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hours after hitting a massive iceberg. For the motion 
picture, using state-of-the art special visual effects to 
enhance the dramatic storytelling, Cameron was able 
to recreate the terror of the Titanic’s last hours. Apply- 
ing current scientific research, painstaking attention to 
detail and cutting-edge technology, the filmmaker 
used his signature talents to transport moviegoers into 
the physical and emotional experience of this spec- 
tacularly tragic event. 


Making it clear that he would not consider going 
forward with the production unless he could film the 
actual remains of the Titanic himself, Cameron’s team 
got to work. In September, 1995, the filmmakers char- 
tered the Keldysh, a Russian research vessel as large as 
a college science building and equipped with rare twin 
manned deep water submersibles, Mir One and Mir 
Two. For his 12 deep dives, Cameron utilized a 35mm 
camera customed modified by Panavision to fit within 
specially designed titanium housings and a custom 
lighting system capable of operating underwater at 
pressures of over 6000 pounds per square inch. 
Cameron’s brother, Mike Cameron, was key to this 
engineering effort. 


James Cameron discussing a scene in ‘Titanic’. 


Shooting on the contemporary wraparound portion 
of the film began in July 1996, onboard the Keldysh in 
the waters off Halifax. The underwater footage that 
Cameron had shot earlier was used as playback in 
these scenes on monitors that purportedly docu- 
mented a fictional salvage operation effort. Dr. Anatoly 
M. Sagalevitch, program director of the institute that 
operates the Keldysh and the Mirs, was cast in a true- 
to-life role for the film. 


Principal photography for the 1912 sequences, 
which represent the bulk of the film, takes place in 
Rosarito Beach, Mexico, where artists, craftsmen and 
engineers have recreated a nearly full-size exterior 
shooting set of the Titanic and an over six-acre, 17- 
million gallon seawater tank in which to sink her. 


Producer Jon Landau says the decision to build the 
largest shooting tank in the world, as well as additional 
filming stages, in Rosarito was made after a global 
search from the U.K. to Malta to Australia. 


Most glorious of all is the exterior set of the ship 
Titanic which majestically looms 45 feet from the 


water to the boat deck floor, its four distinctive funnels 
towering another 54 feet against the timeless horizon. 


Constructed in Belfast during a pressured two year 
period, the actual Titanic took yet a third year to outfit. 
Motivated by White Star Line’s competitive campaign 
and thanks to the new achievements in communica- 
tion, the Titanic was launched with an unprecedented 
wave of worldwide publicity. She left Southampton 
dock midday on Wednesday April 10, 1912, stopping 
at Cherbourg, France, where it picked up more passen- 
gers (including Molly Brown and John Jacob Astor, the 
richest of Titanic’s prestigious passengers), and, fi- 
nally, at Queenstown on the south coast of Ireland. 
From Queenstown, with some 2,223 people aboard, 
she steamed for New York. On April 15, at 2:20 AM - 
four and a half days later - she lay torn in half at the 
bottom of the North Atlantic. 


“The Titanic didn’t just *sink’”, explains executive 
producer Rae Sanchini, commenting on the ship’s fi- 
nal hours. “She literally ripped in two at the surface, 
with over 250 feet of stern lifting out of water and, at 
one point, standing nearly vertical to the ocean’s sur- 
face. Her dramatic death throes lived up to her preten- 
tious name. The maiden voyage of the ‘ship of dreams’ 
ended in a nightmare truly beyond comprehension. 


“In additon to being the greatest disaster story ever 
told, the brief life and stunning death of the Titanic is a 
landmark historic event. In a sense, it signalled the end 
of the age of innocence,shattered confidence in 
progress and technology, and challenged passive ac- 
ceptance of class as a definition of birthright. Survival 
on the Titanic,” Sanchini points out, “was a direct 
function of class and gender.” 


Well-known and conflicting information continues 
to abound about the final hours on the Titanic — but 
not the consequences. Decisions of navigation, gaps in 
communication, the absence of emergency proce- 
dures, the lack of adequate lifeboats, the ingrained 
privilege of upper class, the fierce cold, the moonless 
dark, the sheer physics of what happened to the Ti- 
tanic, disbelief and denial, all contributed in the end to 


“Kate Winslet 
and Leonardo 
DiCaprio star as 
two young lovers 


of the Titanic. 


hundreds of horrible deaths as people fell great heights 
into a lethally cold sea littered with debris where, if 
they'd survived to that point, they soon succumbed to 
hypothermia in water four degrees below freezing. 

Filming these physically complex and terrifyingly 
dramatic scenes required the use of huge exterior and 
interior shooting tanks with certain engineering speci- 
fications. The elegant First Class Dining Saloon and 
the three-story Grand Staircase, built virtually life size, 
were constructed at the bottom of the 30 foot deep 
interior tank on Stage 2, designed to be flooded with 
five million gallons of filtered sea water drawn from 
the ocean only yards away - one of the enormous 
logistical feats accomplished by complex hydraulics 
and construction. 


Production Designer Peter Lamont, whose impres- 
sive body of work has earned him three Academy 
Award nominations and includes 17 James Bond films 
and recent alliances with James Cameron on ‘True 
Lies” and “Aliens,” took on this enormous assignment 
as a irresistible challenge to his distinguished career. 
At the onset, he was able to obtain from shipbuilders 
Harland & Wolff, copies of the original blueprints of 
the Titanic along with Thomas Andrews’ own note- 
book of remarks, none of which had ever been made 
available outside the company before. Authenticity 
abounds. For example, in his research Lamont discov- 
ered that the manufacturer of the original carpeting for 
the Dining Saloon and Reception Room on D Deck was 
still in business. The company still had the pattern on 
file and could reproduce the dyes. Immediately, the set 
decorator put in an order for 2,000 square yards. 


An Englishman given to understatement, Lamont 
acknowledges that perhaps his greatest challenge in 
this vast undertaking was its coordination. “For nearly 
a year, we've had sets and furnishings being built in 
Mexico City, Los Angeles and London, with timelines 
for shipping to a facility that wasn’t even built yet. The 
quantity of items we have authentically reproduced - 
deck chairs, table lamps, leaded windows, White Star 
crystal and place settings, luggage, lifejackets, marine 
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accessories —- amounted to hundreds or thousands of 
pieces because part of the goal of the art direction was 
to recreate the size of it all — Titanic. 


“And, constructing the 775 foot filming set of the 
ship Titanic is an undertaking as complex, in a differ- 
ent way, as building the real thing, but in just one- 
tenth the time.” 


Peter Lamont points out that because this was the 
ship’s first voyage, the Titanic interiors were barely 
completed and hardly photographed. His department 
was able to accurately recreate the famous First Class 
Dining Saloon, Reception Room, First Class Smoking 
oom, Promenade, Palm Court Cafe, Gymnasium, and 
several deluxe period Staterooms (including Cal and 
Rose’s Empire style suite), by reference photos from 
her sister ship the Olympic and the few interior photos 
of the Titanic that exist. The film also provides a 
realistic tour into the less glamorous Third Class 
Berths and General Room, Marconi Wireless Room, 
cavernous Boiler and Engine Rooms, and huge Cargo 
Hold where a handsome new maroon and black 
Renault was stored. 


The first-class passengers on the Titanic repre- 
sented the upper crust of Anglo-American society. 
Notable Americans abroad included John Jacob Astor 
and his young second (pregnant) wife Madeleine; 
Isidor Straus (founder of Macy’s department store and 
his wife Ida; millionaire playboy Benjamin 
Guggenheim and his mistress; a large contingent of 
Philadelphia society and dozens more, lured into be- 
ing a part of the luxury liner’s historic debut. The 
flamboyant Margaret ‘Molly” Brown, wife of a Colo- 
rado millionaire, was returning from a winter abroad 
and a side trip to Egypt (where she joined with the 
Astors for sightseeing excursions.) First Class British 
passengers included Scotland’s Countess of Rothes; 
Sir Cosmo Duff Gordon and his wife Lucile, a success- 
ful dress designer for fashionable New York and Lon- 
don society; and William T. Stead, editor of the Re- 
view of Reviews. 


Also along for the maiden voyage was J. Bruce 
Ismay, managing director of the White Star Line, bask- 
ing in his life’s greatest acchievement, as well as Tho- 
mas Andrews, managing director of Harland and Wolff 
and the head of its design department, who had pains- 
takingly overseen the construction of the ship. 


The ship’s captain was Edward J. Smith, known as 
the “millionaire’s captain,” a favouriteamong the 
wealthy financiers and prominent members of society. 
After 25 flawless years as a White Star captain, Smith 
was planning to retire. This final voyage was meant to 
serve as a fitting end tu a long and distinguished 
career. Not everyone who booked passage made the 
voyage. The luxurious suite that Rose, Ruth and Cal 
occupy in our story was, in real life, vacated by J. P. 
Morgan (owner of the White Star Line) less than 24 
hours before the ship set sail. Who, if anyone, ulti- 
mately occupied this prestigious suite in real life re- 
mains a mystery to this day. 


Titanic buffs around the world (societies exist in 
dozens of countries) will be fascinated by the blend of 
historical and fictional characters and events, merged 
by Cameron’s storytelling and filmmaking skills, with 
strong support from a hand-picked team of talented 
department heads. 


In addition to Production Designer Peter Lamont, 
Cameron has once again enlisted key personnel who 
have worked with him before, such as Director of 
Photography Russell Carpenter A.S.C. (‘‘True Lies,” 
“Hard Target’), Special Effects Coordinator Tom Fisher 
(“True Lies,” “Terminator 2”) and Casting Director 
Mali Finn (“True Lies,” “Terminator 2’’),Cameron’s 


Digital Domain executed the special visual effects. 


Costume Designer Deborah L. Scott (“Legends of the 
Fall,” “Hoffa”), Visual Effects Supervisor Rob Legato 
(“Apollo 13,” “Interview with a Vampire”), Stunt Co- 
ordinator Simon Crane (“Braveheart,” “Goldeneye”), 
Key Makeup Artist Tina Earnshaw (“Surviving 
Picasso,” “Emma”), Key Hair Designer Simon Thomp- 
son (“Emma,” “The French Lieutenant’s Woman”), 
and Marine Coordinator Lance Julian (“Waterworld,” 
“Cutthroat Island”) all contributed their special re- 
search, experience and expertise to the immense 
project. 


In a building as large as a football field, the skilled 
international team of wardrobe, hair and makeup art- 
ists prepare to dress as many as 1000 extras in scenes 
that surround the principal cast. Under the watchful 
eye of costume designer Deborah Scott, French 
beadmakers and Mexican seamstresses restore thou- 
sands of pieces of wardrobe - gowns, suits, uniforms 
and millinery - collected from sources all over the 
world. 


To insure historical accuracy, the filmmakers have 
retained the services of Titanic experts Don Lynch and 
Ken Marschall (authors of Titanic: An illustrated His- 
tory); collected samples and photographs of furnish- 
ings, carvings and fabrics from both the Titanic and her 
sister ship, the Olympic; and engaged dialect coach 
Susan Hegarty to work with the actors to achieve the 
truest representation of the period’s Anglo and Ameri- 
can high society as well as work with others, even 
native speakers, who are playing emigrants. 


The production has enlisted an etiquette coach and 
choreographer. Lynne Hockney, who oversees the 
manners and mores of period behaviour and appoint- 
ments. “The Edwardian period produced hundreds of 
etiquette manuals,” she reveals. “Especially for the 
upper Class, it was a stifling time. From their clothes to 
their body language to their conversation — there were 
strict rules to follow.” 


It is from this world that Kate escapes into the arms 
of Jack Dawson on that momentous voyage of the 
legendary “Titanic.” 


Not only will James Cameron’s formidable cin- 
ematic versel sail sensationally on domestic waters but 
20th Century Fox which has international rights wil 
find that ‘Titanic’ will propel blockbuster results 
around the world. 
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et me take this 
opportunity to 
wish all of you 


better than the one we’ve 


just witnessed. 
The month of December 


readers of Upbeat may have had very little 
a warm and prosperous--novelty on the Hindi film 


New Year 1998. I sincerely 


front, with the notable ex- 


do hope that the coming--ception of ‘Chachi 420’, 


vear will spew in lots of 


Kamal] Haasan’s clever ad- 


goods and meaningful__aptation of the famous 


films, both Indian and in- 
ternational. But let’s just 
pause and look back at the 
year gone by. 1997 hasn't 
exactly been a year to re- 
inember for the Indian film 
industry when one takes 
into account that there 
have been just a handful of 
successful Hindi films. 


This situation hasn’t been- 


helped with the extreme 
cash crunch in the market. 
Add to it recent develop- 
ments such as the definite 
pinpointing of under- 
world’s involvement in 
matters they shouldn’t be 
dabbling with, and we 
have a medley of the most 
unpleasant memories. 
Anyway, let’s hope that 
1998 will be a bigger and 


Robin Williams film ‘Mrs. 
Doubtfire’. But there was 
plenty of action on the for- 
eign film front. Warner 
Bros.’ cleared a great deal 
of their backlog. These in- 
cluded flicks such as ‘The 
Long Kiss Goodnight’, ‘Ad- 
dicted To Love’, ‘In Love 
And War’, ‘Fire Down Be- 


A scene from ‘The Fifth Element’ 


low’, ‘Tin Cup’ and ‘Last 
Man Standing’. And Co- 
lumbia Tristar had a few 
major releases themselves 
including ‘Donnie Brasco’, 
‘The Mirror Has Two 
Faces’ and the big sci-fi 
flick of the year starring 
Bruce Willis and Gary 
Oldman, ‘The Fifth Ele- 
ment’. Here then is a brief 
account of some of the 
films I saw in December. 


The Fifth Element 


ver since the fa- 
mous ‘Star Wars’ 
trilogy, science 
fiction seems to 
have arrested the imagina- 
tion of cine-audiences. 
There has been an ever-in- 
creasing demand for 
heavy-duty sci-fi actioners. 
Look at the last two years 


‘Men In Black’, ‘Mars At- 
tacks’ ‘Contact’... the list 
goes on. The mere prospect 
of going to the theatre to 
watch strange life-forms 
other than our own, and 
alien spaceships doing 
battle in space, is a veri- 
table treat in itself. Not to 
forget, of course, the 
razzling-dazzling visual 
and sound effects by men 


itself, ‘Independence Day’,_who have perfected the art 
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of bridging the chasm be- 
tween make-believe and 
reality. Now the latest in 
line is ‘The Fifth Element’, 
one of the top money-spin- 
ners of 1997. Columbia 
Tristar should easily stand 
to make a big b.o. killing in 
India with this flick. 


Plot-wise, ‘The Fifth El- 
ement’ is wafer-thin. The 
story, as in most such 
films, is set in the future in 
2214 to be precise. Di- 
rected by Luc Besson (re- 
member his ‘The Big 
Blue’?), this designer fan- 
tasy has more style than 
substance. It revolves 
around a one-man army 
slugging it out with a 
bunch of aliens to save the 
earth from hell and damna- 
tion. 


Bruce Willis shrugs off 
his usual die-hard cop act 
and plays a taxi-driver 
here. It’s a drab life with- 
out any excitement until a 
woman (Milla Jovovich) 
literally falls from the sky 
and crashes through the 
roof of his cab. 


The woman, it turns 
out, holds the key to saving 
the world from a fleet of 
madcap outworlders. A 
deadly predator alien at- 
tack is on the cards and the 
danger gets deadlier by the 
minute. Our hero has his 
task cut out. His mission is 
to discover the mysterious 
fifth element (the other 
four as we all know are 
fire, air, earth and water), 
and thwart the aliens. 


Willis ambles listlessly 
through this film, and only 
during the action clips he 
appears at home. Jovovich 
skims though her role 
without making a definite 
impression. Only Gary 
Oldman, who plays the 
bad guy, seems to be at any 
measure of ease, and oozes 
evil zestfully. 


The script leaves plenty 
to be desired. But Besson 
seems content to let his vi- 
suals do all the talking. His 
mere visualisation of the 
future where rush-hour 
traffic glides through the 


sky and trains move verti- 
cally upward and down, 
are awesome. Of course, 
that was meant to be the 
alluring factor in the first 
place, and it is. Other tech- 
credits are excellent as 
well. The sets are extraor- 
dinary, even if the colours 
assault the eyes. And the 
costumes (Jean Paul 
Gaultier) range from the 
brilliant to the bizarre. 


If you’re a sci-fi film 
buff you certainly don’t 
want to miss ‘The Fifth E]- 
ement’. After all, it didn’t 
gross over a US$ 150 mil- 
lion (at time of writing) at 
the US domestic box-office 
for nothing. 


Last Man Standing 


Bruce Willis stars once 
again in ‘Last Man Stand- 
ing’, a spaghetti Western 
set in the 1930s. Not since 
Clint Eastwood’s mul- 
tiple-Oscar winning 
‘Unforgiven’ have we been 
treated to a decent film of 
the genre. So this Warner 
Bros.’ flick is a welcome 
change from the usual sci- 
fi flicks and action thrillers 
we’ve been subjected to of 
late. 


Director Walter Hill, 
who gave us actioners like 
‘Warriors’, ‘The Long Rid- 
ers’ and ‘48 Hours’ returns 
to base with more action 
with this Western drama, 
which is adapted from 
Akira Kurosawa’'s 
‘Yojimbo’ (1961). 


The tale is set in the 
Wild West in the mid-30s, 
and extremely turbulent 
period where the rule of 
the gun prevails. Everyone 
is interested in making a 
fast buck by selling crates 
ef bootlegged liquor. Rival 
gangs combat each other in 
their quest for power in a 
small dusty town in the 
mid-West. An Irishman, 
Doyle (David Patrick 
Kelly), and an Italian, 
Strozzi (Ned Eizenberg), 
lead the two warring gangs 
that control the operations 
in the town. The two gangs 


have caused so much 
bloodshed in that the local 


sheriff Ed Galt (Bruce 
Dern) has abandoned all 
hope of regaining law and 
order in this lawless town. 


It is against this back- 
ground that John Smith 
(Willis), a gun for hire, 
makes his ‘entry. He’s a 
man of few words but a 
wizard with a firearm. He’s 
also got a roving eye for 
pretty women, which gets 
him into trouble when he 
makes the mistake of eye- 
ing Doyle’s Mexican girl- 
friend Felina (Karina 
Lombard). 


When Doyle's hood- 
lums threaten Smith, he re- 
taliates by killing them. 
When Strozzi hears about 
the incident he immedi- 
ately hires Smith to 
strengthen his force in the 
on-going war between him 
and Doyle. But Smith is 
quick to realise that both 
gangs are actually small fry 
compared to the gangs he 
has dealt with before. So 
he uses the opportunity to 
make some easy money by 
manipulating both fac- 
tions. 


The gore spilt in the 
film sometimes gets a trifle 
excessive but Hill manages 
to hold our interest with a 
deftly-woven narrative. 
The swift tempo is main- 
tained throughout the film. 
The-camerawork (Lloyd 
Ahern) and the locations 
are a couple of technical 
credits that come off tops. 
On the acting side, Willis 


is superb, delivering the 
goods even in a film that’s 
so different from his pat- 
ented act in the ‘Die Hard’ 
series. Christopher Walken 
lends fine support in a bit 
role as Doyle’s eccentric 
partner Hickey. 


‘Last Man Standing’ 
may perhaps not rate 
among the all-time classics 
but for its exclusivity in a 
dying genre, it’s definitely 
worth a dekho. 


Donnie Brasco 


here have been 
movies about the 
mob and more 
movies about the 
mob. Every filmmaker 
worth his salt, be it Martin 
Scorsese, Francis Ford 
Coppola or Quentin 
Tarantino, has dabbled 
with films dealing with the 
life and functioning of 
America’s famed under- 
world. It’s one subject that 
never fails to fire the imagi- 
nation of a good director. 


Columbia Tristar’s lat- 
est film ‘Donnie Brasco’, 
directed by Mike Newell 
‘who gave us ‘Four Wed- 
dings And A Funeral’ and 
‘Enchanted April’), is a 
gangster movie with an 
overtly human touch. It is 
based on the real life story 
of Joe Pistone, aka Donnie 
Brasco, an undercover FBI 
agent who in the 1970s in- 
filtrated in what was to be- 
come one of the most suc- 
cessful mole operations 


Al Pacino and Johney Depp star in ‘Donnie Brasco’ 
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ever. But it was a missiion 
that exacted a devastating 
personal price on the man. 
Pulled into an unexpected 
and revealing friendship 
with the criminal he was 
supposed to be destroying, 
Donnie Krasco almost de- 
stroyed himself. 


Johnny Depp takes on 
the mantle of playing the 
FBI agent Pistone who as- 
sumes the psuedonym of 
Donnie Brasco as he goes 
about his job of ingratiating 
himself with the mafia. At 
the forefront of the gang’s 
operations is a desperado 
hitman Lefty Ruggerio (Al 
Pacino) who has been de- 
nied his due status in the 
mob hierarchy. 


Lefty, however, pre- 
tends not to be affected. 
Soon enough Joe aka 
Donnie Brasco strikes a 
friendship with Lefty, and 
through him, he wins the 
confidence of the mob 
bosses. Lefty almost treats 
Donnie Brasco as his surro- 
gate son. 


But the inevitable twist 
here is that the young man 
somehow loses his direc- 
tion. The mutual admira- 
tion society that develops 
between Joe and Lefty 
leads to an emotional 
bonding. Now Joe is faced 
with a classic dilemma. 
Should he shield the man 
he has come to respect and 
admire or should he fulfill 
the job he has come to do, 
thus betraying the trust of 
his unsuspecting father fig- 
ure? 


Paul Attansio’s script is 
sensitive and well-re- 
searched. It carefully ex- 
amines the dark under- 
belly of New York’s crime 
syndicates. True, the pace 
is sometimes snail-slow, 
but the film’s main success 
lies in the director 
Newell’s excellent han- 
dling of the delicate rela- 
tionship between two men 
belonging to diametrically 
opposite worlds. 


Star of recent hits such 
as ‘Nick Of Time’ and ‘Don 
Juan DuMarco’, Depp de- 


livers a mature perfor- 
mance that .will obviously 
stand him in good stead in 
the years to come. The sup- 
porting cast does an effi- 
cient job, particularly 
Michael Madsen as the 
smooth-talking Sonny who 
upstages Lefty to take over 
the leadership of the 
Brooklyn gang, and Anne 
Heche as Joe Pistone’s wife 
who endures his under- 
cover life and long ab- 
sences from home with 
great strength. But the 
centrestage quite clearly 
belongs to master-actor Al 
Pacino, who displays the 
cool stealth of effort- 
lessness with aplomb. 


Expertly-narrated, this 
true life crime story is a 
must-see! 


The Long Kiss 
Goodnight 


arner Bros.’ 
‘The Long 
Kiss Good- 
night’ is yet 
another crime thriller that 
should appeal to the 
masses and the classes. 
Not very often comes a 
film that is somehow both 
impossibly implausible as 
well as absolutely absorb- 
ing. The real-life husband- 
wife team of director 
Renny Harlin and actress 
Geena Davis come together 
again, after their eminently 
forgettable previous caper 
‘Cutthroat Island’. But this 
time around it’s a much 
more successful effort. 


The plot is as thread- 
thin as you can possibly 
imagine. Davis 1s 
Samantha Caine, a single 
mother of an eight-year-old 
daughter Caitlin (Yvonne 
Zima), living: an ordinary 
life in an idyllic New En- 
gland town. Until one 
day...something very ex- 
traordinary happens. 


When Samantha’s 
home is attacked by an 
unsavoury killer, she is 
forced to reflect on a mys- 
terious past she can’t recol- 


lect due to an amnesiac 
block. 


It turns out that she is Murky personal history. 
really Charly, a highly- From here on it’s a 
trained, ultra-professional rollercoaster ride with 
government assassin who Plenty of thrills, spills and 
was presumed dead after thrills as this lady James 
one of her missions. Buton Bond survives more perils 
discovering that she isn’t than you'll get in any aver- 
dead, her twisted col- age disaster movie. 
leagues are determined to Despite the lack of a 
eliminate her, lest she ex- gripping story, Harlin 
pose the nefarious goings- manages to hold our inter- 
on in the organisation she est by maintaining a blis- 
worked for. ..tering pace, and spiking 


Threatened with extinc- the screenplay with some 
tion, Samantha aka Charly Witty one-liners. However, 
hires the services of low- it’s the action pieces that 
rent detective and former Stand out in the film the 
jailbird Mitch Henessey ™o0st - they re executed to 
(Samuel L. Jackson) to seek Perfection. 
out the full truth about her On the acting side, 
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Davis and Samuel L. Jack- 
son are both fairly effcient. 
But the support cast com- 
prising Patrick Malahide, 
Craig Bierko and Yvonne 
Zima are disappointing, 
thanks mainly to their 
sketchy characterisation. 


In summation, ‘The 
Long Kiss Goodnight’ is a 
fairly watchable film, in 
spite of its many glitches. 
Don't expect the world and 


you won't be disap- 
pointed. 
TIN CUP 
ow long has it 
been since we 
saw a film about 
sports and 
sportpersons? ‘Jerry 


Maguire’ perhaps, but that 
was more about the life of a 
sports agent and the action 
was off the sporting arena 
than on it. So Warner 
Bros.’ ‘Tin Cup’ definitely 
has a certain amount of 
novelty to it. Now al- 
though golf is not sup- 
posed to be the most un- 
derstood game in this part 
of the world, audiences 
may still be drawn towards 
the film, given its solid star 
power. 


The story revolves 
around the plight of a 
former golf pro who never 
got down to realising his 
tremendous potential. If 
Rov McAvoy aka Tin Cup 
(Kevin Costner) had 
plaved it safe he would 
have been golfing on the 
pro tour instead of giving 
volf lessons in a driving 
range in Texas. He would 
have still been dating 
Doreen (Linda Hart), the 
owner of a profitable ex- 
otic dancing establishment 
instead of being a hired 
help at his own place of 
business. And worst of all, 
he wouldn’t be sacrificing 
his dignity to his longtime 
rival. golf star David 
Simms (Don Johnson), by 
accepting a job as his cad- 
die. 

But his near- 
nonexistential life takes a 
quick turn when Dr. Molly 


Kevin Costner (left) is a golf pro in ‘Tin Cup’ 


Griswold (Rene Russo), a 
lady psychologist. ap- 
proaches him for golfing 
lessons. Something about 
her long legs, sharp wit 
and charm makes Tin Cup 
fall in love with her. This, 
despite the fact that Molly 
is David’s girlfriend! Now 
Tin Cup must do nothing 
less than win the US Open 
in order to win the admira- 
tion of the woman he 
loves. 


How the chemistry be- 
tween the two works to ex- 


orcise Tin Cup’s inner de- 
mons forms the crux of the 
story. Needless to add that 
the former champ is some- 
how able to come up with 
that winning putt in the in- 
evitable showdown. 


It's nice to see Kevin 
Costner clean up his act af- 
ter the disaster of 
‘Waterworld’. He’s a clear- 
cut winner even ina loser’s 
role. Rene Russo’s legs are 
more sharper in focus than 
her acting. Don Johnson 
and Cheech Marin lend ad- 


equate support. 


Notwithstanding the 
loopholes and some corny 
passages. the film is appre- 
ciable on the whole. Direc- 
tor Ron Shelton still man- 
ages to portray the golf- 
pro's strife rather admira- 
bly. Tech-credits are fine, 
especially the music score 
that is predominantly 
Country-Western. 


Of course, you'll detfi- 
nitely be able to enjoy “Tin 
Cup’ a lot more if you hap- 
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pen.to know anything 
about golf. 


In Love and War 
nother goodie 


from the 
Warner Bros.’ 
closet that 


made fairly interesting 
viewing was ‘In Love And 
War’. This account of the 
real-life romance between 
a teenage Ernest 
Hemmingway and a lady 
nurse during World War I. 
narrated from her point of 
view, is sweet and syrupy 
as can be. I’m surprised 
that the film was allocated 
the late-night slot, but 
given the lack of theatres in 
Bombay, I’m sure the dis- 
tributors were left with 
very little choice. 
Anyway, this particular 
story is set against the 
backdrop of World I when 


Nobel Prize winner Ernest. 


Hemmingway was a strap- 
ping young lad, and still 
cutting his teeth as a 
writer. On assignment in 
Italy as a rookie newspaper 
reporter, his enthusiasm to 
get “into the line of fire,” 
by ferrying wounded sol- 
diers from the front to mo- 
bile hospitals. One day re- 
sults in a near-fatal trip 
that leaves him badly 
wounded with several bul- 
lets in his leg. 


It’s in hospital that the 
young Ernest (Chris 
O’Donnell) runs into 
Agnes (Sandra Bullock), a 
kind Red Cross nurse, 
whose timely concern 
saves his leg from being 
amputated. Hemmingway 
is instantly smitten by her 
and vies for her attention 
and admiration. Agnes, on 
her part, is not only profes- 
sionally restricted from 
getting involved with her 
patients, but is also ini- 
tially reluctant to encour- 
age this teenager’s ad- 
vances. She insists on call- 
ing him “Kid” much to his 
chagrin. But love eventu- 
ally blossoms between 
Agnes and the young 
Ernest. However, there are 
several obstacles to con- 


about in ‘The Mirror 


Two middle-aged 
people, Jeff iim 

Bridges and Barbra J 
Stresand find out 
what marriage is all 


Has Two Faces’ 
vat 


tend with. Ernest has to 
pip his rivals to the post in 
order to win the lady’s 
hand, and those include 
his good friend Henry 
Villard (MacKenzie Aus- 
tin) and the aristocratic 
Italian doctor (Emilio 
Bonucci). 


Director Richard 
Attenborough (remember 
his ‘Gandhi’?) has time and 
again proven his prowess 
with tender subjects, and 
he delivers here as well. 
The bitter-sweet ending 
where Ernest, whose pride 
has been stung, rejects 
Agnes, is overtly touching. 
Even the grim war se- 
quences are brilliantly 
canned. 


It’s a one-woman-show 
by Sandra Bullock; the rest 
of the cast pale in compari- 
son. She is clinically per- 
fect as the story-telling 
nurse. The actress some- 
how seems to have this un- 
canny knack of picking 
and choosing the right 
films, ‘Speed’, ‘While You 
Were Sleeping’, ‘The Net’, 
‘A Time To Kill’, ‘Stolen 
Hearts’... and now ‘In Love 
And War’. For all its mush 
and over-sentimentality, 
Sandra Bullock makes this 
a film to watch. 


The Mirror Has 
Two Faces 


s far as 1am con- 
cerned ‘The 
Mirror Has Two 
Faces’was the 
film of the month. It’s a 
pleasing romantic comedy 
that explores the modern 
myths of beauty and sex 
and how they complicate 


relationships. Following 
the phenomenal success of 
‘Yentl’ (1983) and ‘The 
Prince Of Tides’ (1991), 
this is Barbra Streisand’s 
third tryst as director. That 
the film earned a couple of 
Academy Award nomina- 
tions should no doubt help 
Columbia Tristar notch up 
some good numbers at the 
box office. 


Adapted from the 1959 
French classic, the story re- 
volves around two middle 
aged people who fall in 
love at first sight. 


Rose Morgan (Barbra 
Streisand) teaches a course 
in Romantic Literature at 
Columbia University, but 
doesn’t have any romance 
in her own life — some- 
thing she desperately longs 
for. 


Gregory Larkin (Jeff 
Bridges), who teaches 
mathematics at the same 
University, has been hurt 
by passionate relationship 
and longs for a sexless 
union based on friendship 
and respect with someone 
he’s not sexually attracted 
to. 


It’s an ideal recipe for 
romance, and so when 
Gregory places an ad in the 
paper seeking a platonic 
union with someone with 
common goals, the re- 
sponse from Rose is swift 
and effective. The two hit 
it off immediately even 
though they are decidedly 
different. They tie the nup- 
tial knot knowing well that 
the marriage is asexual. 


Now the problems arise. 
Although the contract has 


an air of nobility, it negates 
certain basic human needs. 
Rose realises that sexless 
union is not something she 
bargained for. A physical 
advance on her part an- 
noys Gregory, leading to a 
separation. While she re- 
turns home to her mother 
Hannah (Lauren Bacall), 
he deliberates over the 
situation until they both fi- 
nally realise they cannot 
do without each other. 


The plot is provocative 
and well-laid out. 
Streisand handles a diffi- 
cult subject with relative 
ease. It’s her breezy ap- 
proach that makes this film 
a Clear-cut winner. 


Jeff Bridges is just about 
comfortable, but this is no 
doubt Barbra Streisand’s 
show from the first reel on- 
wards. The actress-director 
hardly ever puts her foot 
wrong anywhere. Pierce 
Brosnan. Mimi Rogers, and 
even old-timer George 
Segal flit in and out but 
they all manage to make 
their presence felt. 


Lauren Bacall, who 
starred as a leading lady in 
so many classics of yester- 
year, makes a solid come- 
back as Rose’s mother in 
this film. Incidentally, she 
earned an Oscar nomina- 
tion for Best Supporting 
Actress, though it’s a pity 
that she didn’t go on to bag 
it eventually. 


All in all. I think ‘The 
Mirror Has Two Faces’ is 
very watchable. If you’re 
the type that goes for intel- 
lectual comedies, don’t 
miss it for anything. 


IVOR VAZ 
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s the New Year 
rings in with 
promises’ of 
plenty and 
prosperity, Hollywood and 
Bollywood are gearing up 
to dish out better fare in 
‘98. As for silver screen 
abroad, the craze for spe- 
cial effects, computer 
graphics, alien creatures, 
disaster themes and White 
House goings-on still per- 
sists but there seems to be a 
lot of other sensible stuff 
coming out and that’s for 
sure. So we hope the New 
Year brings with it real 
good stuff and also movies 
that can capture some of 
the charm of yesteryear 
flicks. Here’s hoping that 
‘98 would usher in a wave 
of celluloid work that hon- 
estly reflects our society in 
it’s truest colours. 


Well to begin with we 
have a flick that relies on 
none of the recently seen 
Hollywood gimmicks in 
order to be successful, it’s 
called ‘Marvin’s Room’. 
There are two notable fea- 
tures of this film, one it 
brings together two big- 
time star actresses Diane 
Keaton and Mery] Streep 
and that ‘Marvin’s Room’ 
is produced by a Holly- 
wood heavyweight Robert 
De Niro. 

‘Marvin’s Room’ is a 
tear-jerker yes, but the 
stunning performances by 
Diane Keaton and Meryl 
Streep make it a cut above 
the next movie. The two 
leading ladies, Keaton and 
Streep play long-lost sis- 
ters who melt after almost 
two decades due to irrec- 
oncilable differences. 
Diane Keaton is suffering 
from leukaemia and the 
news forces Streep to 
travel to see her wiling sis- 
ter. 

Being long-lost you 
would imagine they would 
hug and exchange pleas- 
antries. No way. They 
both, in fact spit venom at 
each other. But below this 


54 UPBEAT JANUARY 1998 


are strong messages of a 
bond of affection and un- 
derstanding. Director Jerry 
Zaks paints the characters 
of the two leading ladies 
with great deal of passion 
and feeling. To make 
things worse for Streep she 
has a wayward son played 
by Leonardo Di Caprio re- 
cently seen in ‘Romeo And 
Juliet’. De Niro, the pro- 
ducer also chips in with a 
cameo role as Keaton’s 
doctor. 


All in all ‘Marvin's 
Room’ presents a very true 
picture of life and people. 
Only meant for serious 
moviegoers. 


Ss we mentioned 

Hollywood is 

capable of offer- 

ing films of dif- 
ferent shades and hues. 
The next flick, ‘In And 
Out’ is a refreshingly dif- 
ferent film. 

Dealing with the pres- 
sures of machismo, ‘In 
And Out’ takes a view at 
how it could get difficult 
for most men playing the 
invincible hero all the 
time. Why can’t a male be 
gentle, well-mannered and 
loving. 


An 
Qut-And-Out 


Comedy. 


aoa canine 


So with ‘In And Out’, 
there’s a rise of a new hero 
the soft, mild-mannered 
displaying womanly emo- 
tions that lie supressed be- 
neath the tough-as-nails 
exterior that most men 
have to carry and put up 
just to be socially accept- 


able. 


Kevin Kline plays the 
soft high school teacher all 
set to wed his girl-friend. 


Then enter Mat Dillon a 
famous Hollywood actor 
who dedicates his winning 
an Oscar to Kline, Dillon’s 
favourite teacher, who ac- 
cording to Dillon is gay. 
Kline’s life changes as he 
tries to disprove the allega- 
tions and so does Dillon’s 
life undergo a spin as his 
masculinity is on test, and 
finally discovers an in- 
triguing truth about him- 
self. 


The soft-spoken and: 


well-mannered school- 
teacher finds a new avatar 
as the guy who loves guys. 


Interesting comedy, di-. 


rected by Frank Oz puts up 
a different image of the 
male of the nineties. 


A must-see for all those 
who dig breezy American 
comedies. 


_ 
yuna 


dventures 


have always, 
been a favourite 
with  Holly- 


wood film-makers. More 
so if it is comic book char- 
acter bringing it to cellu- 
loid could be great news. 
In the tradition of ‘Super- 
man’, ‘Batman’, ‘Spider- 
man’ we now have ‘The 
Ghost Who Walks’ making 
an appearance on the big 
screen. Based on the char- 
acters by Lee Falk, ‘The 
Phantom’ strikes the silver 
screen. 


The age-old adventure 
comic book character is 
played by Billy Zane. This 
thrill-a-minute action ad- 
venture starts off in 1930's 
in the Bengella jungles 
where the legendary Phan- 
tom is brought up amidst 
nomadic wild tribes who 
had rescued him after he 
had jumped into the sea to 
escape the tyranny of the 
hoodlums who killed his 
father. 


Then the story cuts to 
an expedition that lands 
on the island of Bengella 
seeking the legendary 
skulls of Touganda. Be- 
lieved to harness an energy 
force of incalculable 
power, the skulls could 
spell disaster for mankind. 
There’s a ruthless tycoon 
Xandar Drax (Treat Wil- 
liams) who wants to pos- 
sess all the three skulls and 
attain the power. 


But our man Phantom 
with his lady in tow Diana 
Palmer (Kristy Swanson) 
foils his vicious bid and 
that makes for exciting ac- 
tion thrills, chases and a 
lot of adventure through 
the jungles of Bengella. 


Shades of ‘Raiders of 
the Lost Ark’ and ‘The Last 
Crusade’, but Phantom is 
much more than Indiana 
Jones, he’s a ‘ghost who 
walks’ and the movie 
proves it too. Enjoyable, 
good clean adventure flick 
‘The Phantom’ is a must- 
see family movie. 


nlike our ear- 
lier comedy title 
‘In And Out’, 
this next one ‘A 
Simple Wish’ is a comedy 
for kids. And kids have al- 
ways been a hot commod- 
ity in Hollywood. 

We've had fairy-tale 
flicks like ‘Casper’ and 
‘Matilda’ and kiddie ad- 
venture capers like ‘Home 
Alone I and II, ‘Baby’s Day 
Out’ and many more. 

‘A Simple Wish’ falls in 
the category of fantasy 
films. The story is all about 
a male fairy godmother 
(Martin Short) in search of 
his lost wand. Annabelle 
(Mara Wilson) has a com- 
panion in Short as the 


male fairy seeks 
Annabelle’s help to find 
his missing wand. 


Annabelle, in return, asks 
the male fairy to grant a 
wish, that of making her 


father a successful singer. 


To add colour to the 
story there’s a Queen of 
Darkness (Kathleen 
Turner) who wants to 
swallow all the powers of 
fairy godmothers, who 
have vowed to promote 
goodwill and a liveable so- 
ciety. 

Magic and make-believe 
is bound to be there with 
fairies around and of 
course, lots of special ef- 
fects making ‘A Simple 
Wish’, a real roller-coaster 


ride and great fun for kids 
and grown-ups who also 
dig kiddie fare. 


ow for the 20th 
Century Fox 
treats of the 
month. Well to 
begin with, keeping in 
tune with the times, the 
Fox folks have released the 
news-making ‘Star Wars’ 
revised trilogy that re- 
cently had a successful run 
at the Sterling. 


The trilogy enjoyed a 
cult following when first 
released in the seventies 
and became a trend-setter 
of sorts for movies with 
special effects and space 
adventures. The revised 
version has the entire 
soundtrack of all the three 
editions in super digital 
mode and also added foot- 
age on characters like 
Jabba the Hutt, which was 
not included at all in the 
seventies version. George 
Lucas, a pioneer of sorts in 
the field of space adven- 
tures packed it with never 
before special effects and 
‘Star Wars’ has been his 
greatest obsession. 


The story is all about 
Princess Leia (Carrie 


Fisher) who’s abducted by 
the evil imperial forces in 
their effort to quell the re- 
bellion against the galactic 


empire. That marks the be- 
ginning of the first part of 
the trilogy, ‘Star Wars’. 


There’s Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill) and Captain 
Han Salo (Harrison Ford) 
team together’ with 
loveable android “duo R2- 


n the second part, 
the sequel to ‘Star 
Wars’ titled ‘Empire 
Strikes Back’, the ga- 
actic battle between good 
and evil continues. 


Luke Skywalker, Han 
Solo and Princess Leia and 
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Star <a galactic adventure - (© 
Ane pily - (Kevin Kline) 


rrie Fisher) 


Sasper - comedy - {Bill Pallman) 


5. Return Of The jedi - galactic adventure - (Harrison 


3. Marvin's Room - drama - [Diane Keaton) 
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€He Phantom - aotion/adventure (Billy Zane) 
Simple Wish - comedy 


Volcano - disaster - (Tommy Lee lovcei 
10. Men in SE sci-fi - (Tommy Lee Jones) 


D2 and C3 PO, to rescue 
the beautiful princess and 
restore justice in the gal- 
axy. 

The first part in its re- 
vised version gives tre- 
mendous sound effects. an 
aspect that’s the added at- 
traction. 


Chewbacca face an attack 
by the Imperial Forces and 
its band of robotic soldiers 
on the ice-planet Hoth. 


Some extra creatures 
have been added to the se- 
quel, especially the pres- 
ence of Jabba the Hutt is 
very noticeable. 


While —Han and Leia 
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escape in the Millennium 
Falcon, Luke travels to 
Dagobah in search of Yoda. 
Only with the Jedi Master’s 
help will it be possible for 
Luke to survive when the 
dark side of the Force beck- 
ons him into an ultimate 
duel with Darth Vader. An 
amazing array of special ef- 
fects and mind-boggling 
action marks this sequel. 


s you come to 
the end of the 
second part 
and once again 
peek into the rather attrac- 
tive package that this tril- 
ogy comes in, you realise 
that the third part ‘Return 
Of The Jedi’ awaits you. 


The story of the ab- 
ducted Princess Leia now 
catches greater momentum 
as we see the Jedi return. 


The spaceship Millen- 
nium Falcon flashes 
through hyper space and 


with the help of the Force 
defies the galactic empire 
in this real out-of-the - 
world, stunning chapter in 
the ‘Star Wars’ trilogy. 


After rescuing Han Solo 
and Leia from certain 
doom at the hands of crime 
Lord Jabba the Hutt, Luke 
rejoins Yoda. Only by com- 
pleting his Jedi training 
can become a true Jedi 
knight and defeat Darth 
Vader and the dark side of 
the Force. With the 
kiddie’s favourites like 
Chewbacca, R2-D2 and C- 
3PO plus small Ewoks, 
‘Return of the Jedi’ takes 
Star Wars to new excite- 
ment. 


Definitely worth watch- 
ing on a 70 mm Screen in a 
theatre fitted with the lat- 
est Dolby Digital sound, in 
order to do justice to the 
digitalised soundtrack, 
which is one of the main 
attractions of the revised 
versions. A truly 
collector’s item. 


ext title is a 
cute comic but 
spooky stuff, 
‘Casper’. 

Well it’s not like ‘Polter- 
geist’ but Steven Spielberg 
does happen to be one of 
the executive co-producers 
of ‘Casper’. 

Casper is a lonely but 
friendly ghost which in- 
fests the old Whipstaff 
Manor into which arrive 
‘Ghost Therapist’ Dr. James 
Harvey (Bill Pullman) and 
his daughter Kat (Christian 
Ricci). 


The greedy owner of the 
manor Carrigan Crittendon 
(Cathy Moriarty) has hired 
Dr. Harvey to exorcise ap- 
paritions that haunt the 


manor. Apart from 
‘Casper’ there’s also the 
ghostly trio comprising 
three outrageous uncles of 
Casper, Stretch, Sinkie and 
Fatso. 

There’s also a hidden 
treasure to be had. 


Meanwhile Casper has 
found a kindred spirit in 
Kat, but the ghostly trio 
will not tolerate, 
“Fleshies” in this house. 
Hilarious antics and daz- 
zling special effects make 
‘Casper’ a real treat. 

Here’s hoping 1998 
brings in greater cinematic 


treats. Happy cinematic 
98. 


NAKUL BHAGVAT 


BOOKSHELF 


VEGAS HEAT 


By Fern Michaels 
Published by Headline 


Distributed by IBD 
Price £ 3.25 


his book is a-sequel to Fern 

Michael’s book Vegas Rich 
which is the tempestuous story of the 
Thornton family. But unlike any 
other sequel this book can be read in 
isolation and still be enjoyed. 


The central character of the novel 
is Fanny Thornton who was married 
to Sallie Coleman’s son Ash but now 
divorced. They have four children. A 
very influential character in the story 
is Simon, Ash’s brother who sways 
not only Fanny but even the children 
and virtually controls their lives. It is 
no wonder that Fanny ends up mar- 
rying Simon. 

Marriage, however, has its own 
problems as Simon refuses her per- 
mission to have close contacts with 
her family. Her daughter Sunny who 
is pregnant and is ailing feels ne- 
glected and gets worse. In the mean- 
time Ash wants to give up the busi- 
ness of running the casino at Las Ve- 
gas as he is terminally ill but wants 
his ex-wife Fanny to run it. The only 
reason she agrees is because of her 
promise to her mother-in-law but 
Simon does not want to leave his 
cosy home in the mountain and be 
part of the city scene. Fanny leaves 
Simon who turns violent and even 
burns down her home. 


In the meantime, Fanny makes a 
success of running the casino even 
though there were doubts about how 
a lady could be successful in this 
business. She even encounters the 
mob and saves her husband from his 
debts due to usurious rate of interest 
on loans taken from the mob. The 
children grow up and have their own 
lives and kids but Uncle Simon, now 
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the dramatic story of the Thorn 


on family continues .,. 
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their foster father is least happy about 
it. He even hates the fact that Fanny 
and the kids are now closer to his 
brother, her ex-husband and their fa- 
ther. 


Naturally divorce proceedings 
start and then Simon reveals his true 
colours. He wants half the share of 
the casino, even though earlier he 
wanted no part of it. Cupid also plays 
a part for Fanny. While the once in- 
different Ash has turned over a new 
leaf and is a kind and considerate 
father to his children, he is also 
happy to know that Fanny has found 
a new love in Marcus Reed, a.man- 
agement consultant. He calls Simon 
to his dying bedside. The latter hopes 
that this last encounter will make 
him a beneficiary of his will. Instead 
Ash pulls the trigger at Simon from 
under the bedcover and gets rid of the 
pest. Fanny and Marcus have the way 
freed of obstacles to a new life. 


THE EYES OF THE NIGHT 


By Beth Amos 
Published by Harper Paperbacks 
LSEISEEe by 

Price US$5.50 


F rom the world of family busi- 
ness to the business of medicine 
with a family or whatever remains of 
it thrown in. A woman disappears 
and it seems like she left on her own 
fed up of her son and husband. But 
her son goes into a trauma and he is 
referred to Dr. Kerri a shrink who has 
herself lost a child Mandy recently 
and this has also ended in a break-up 
of her marriage to Nathan also a doc- 
tor. 


From the little that Jace, the 
orphan reveals it appears that extra- 
terrestrials were involved and Kerri 
sets out to find similar cases of ab- 
duction taking the help of another 
professional, Dr. Bender who is 
studying them. The police especially 
Kevin have their own theories and 
are convinced that the husband is 
guilty of bumping off his wife. This 
view gets a shot in the arm when the 
body is found at the bottom of the 
lake. To make matters worse, a rope 
similar to the one found with the 
body is found in the house. The 
needle of suspicion seems to be 
pointing in the right direction and 
the poor beleaguered husband takes 
his own life. Or so it seems. But Kerri 
is doggedly following another path. 
She is convinced that the husband 
was done away with to silence him. 


They.come 


Moreover he loved his son and 
would not leave him alone in the 
world. 


Things get more suspicious when 
Kerri finds a drawing done by Jace in 
her clinic is missing and at another 
time, her clinic is broken into. But a 
prickly pear gives them a clue. They 
learn from an expert that this does 
not grow in the neighbourhood and 
was obviously brought there by 
somebody unconsciously. Bender 
and she go to the island and under 
the pretext of prospective investors 
visit the laboratory of a pharmaceuti- 
cal group. There Kerri meets an ex- 
patient who wants to spill the beans. 
A meeting is set up but the lady is 
killed just before she meets Kerri. 
Next, Kerri’s car is bombed but it is 
her assistant Stephen who happens 
to drive the car from the parking lot. 
Kerri is abducted and she finds that 
the kingpin is her ex-husband 
Nathan and his boss. She is at their 
mercy till help arrives. Help and an 
exciting finish awaits the reader. 


THE CONTINENT OF CIRCE 


By Nirad Chaudhari 
Published by Jaico Books 


o have an author complete a cen- 

tury is a proud moment for the 
writer as well as the publisher. It 
must be a proud moment for Jaico 
who were the original publishers of 
Nirad babu’s work in India when he 
was attacked by all for what was 
termed his intellectual arrogance and 
his anti-India bias. Now in his cente- 
nary year it is good to reread the 
scholar, especially those works 
which raised controversies. This 
book reads like an essay and even 
though one may not agree with the 
author, he offers you a point of view 
that is original and substantiated 
with logical argument. 


BOOKFREAK 
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IN THE NEWS 


KKK KKK 


Milestone in 
“Dance” music 


ilestone Entertain- 


ment, leading 
marketers of International 
Music Repertoire 


launched their own label, 
Milestone Dance at a big 
bash last month featuring 
two sensational groups, 
Freebee and Outta Con- 
trol, and an exciting com- 
pilation of dance hits, 
Dance NRG. 


Milestone Dance, is the 
first “label” of its kind to be 
created by a music com- 
pany in India. It is dedi- 
cated to releasing dance 
music, licensed from inde- 
pendent labels all around 
the world. 


The first three releases 
under the Milestone Dance 
label are; 


FREEBEE 


The next global dance 
sensation to emerge from 
Sweden that blends infec- 
tious melodies, powerful 
vocals, hypnotic dance 
beats and tinges of reggae, 
techno and soul. Freebie 
has been dominating 
dance charts worldwide. 
The group's biggest hit, 
True was #2 on Japan’s 
Top TV Dance Charts, 
while the popular track 
Wings was #12 on ZIPFM. 
The album enjoyed #1 sta- 
tus in the Philippine 
Charts and has been on the 
TOP 50 Charts in Taiwan, 
Denmark, Germany, Spain, 
Poland, Brazil, Hong Kong, 
Canada and South Africa. 
Sales of the group are close 
to 1 million. India shall 
add to these sales which 
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are expected to reach Gold 
Status (30,000 units) 
within 60 days of launch 
and Platinum (60,000 
units) soon after. 


OUTTA CONTROL 


The Canadian power- 
house dance/pop group 
that places emphasis on 
songs, melodies and vo- 
cals. The group has en- 
joyed three appearances 
on the Billboard Top 50 
Dance Chart; “Sinful 
Wishes” for 5 weeks; “One 
of Us” (a dance version of 
the original by Joan 
Osborne) for 7 weeks and 
“Tonight Its Party Time” 
“Together in Electric 
Dreams” (a dance version 
of the Giorgio Moroder/ 
Phil Oakey classic) is their 
biggest hit yet, currently 
creating hot buzz in the US 
clubs and recommended 
highly by Billboard. Outta 
Control has proved to be 
an international favourite 
with releases in the US, 
Australia, Singapore, Bul- 
garia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Israel, Thailand, 
Germany and Portugal. 
The Group has also landed 
two #1 hits in Brazil. 


DANCE NRG-VOLUME I 
A compilation of dance 
hits featuring artists like 
Donna Summer, Saint & 
Campbell, Linda Imperial, 
Kitsch and Yorgos. 


In a recent arrangement 
with Virgin Records/EMI, 


Freebee 


Outtacontro] 

Milestone has released the 
hottest titles of this season 
such as: “Spice Girls - 
Spice World”, “Michael 
Learns to Rock-Nothing to 
Lose”, “Vanessa Mae- 
Storm”, “The Essential Se- 
ries: Dance, Love, Power 
Ballads, Reggae, Rap”, “Ri- 
chard Marx-The Greatest 
Hits” and soon to be re- 
leased “Yanni - Tribute”. 


According to Rajeev 
Sharma, Promoter/Direc- 
tor of Milestone Entertain- 
ment, “With the creation 
of the Milestone Dance 
label, we are striving to in- 
crease the availability of 
different genres of Interna- 
tional and Indian dance 
music, while channelling 
and facilitating, consumer 
choice through an um- 
brella brand.” 


KKKKKKK 


‘Kros Rodes’, a 
great success 


ostonians, students of 

Mumbai’s very own 
“Boston’s Computer Inst}- 
tute”, had organised “Kros 
Rodes” youth festival on 
December 7 at the Indian 
Education Society, 
Bandra. The highlight of 
the day was the delightful 
and crazy, AD MAD 
WORLD where students 
just took-off on the TV ads 
and radio jingles. 


Nearly 4000 collegians 


from .Thane, Kalyan, 
Kemps Corner, Ghatkopar, 
Vile-Parle, Bandra and 
Dadar Boston centres had a 
blast. The group from 
Thane centre won the 
Razmatazz Group dance 
event. Their fusion num- 
ber was as pro as Shiamak 
Davar’s dance. Sudhir 
from Vile Parle (a Kishore 
Kumar + Mohammed Rafi 
in the making) and Urmi 
from Ghatkopar won the 
individual solo singing 
events. The overall cham- 
pionship was won by the 
Ghatkopar centre. 


The other events for the 
day included Treasure 
Hunt, Painting and Sketch- 
ing Competition, Collage, 
Antakshari, Personality 
contest and Quiz (Sports, 
Cinema and_ India). 
Compering the event was 
Sidharth K. a well-known 
Radio Jockey who had the 
whole crowd singing and 
stomping their feet. Just a 
minute, Spin a yarn, and a 
number of on-the-spot 
events like paan chewing 
and banana eating compe- 
tition was followed by a 
fashion show (clothes 
sponsored by Sameera). 
Round the clock Disco- 
theque from 2.00 pm on- 
wards had a thousand stu- 
dents dancing away their 
blues. 


A section called Com- 
puter World had informa- 


tion on Boston's various 
computer courses includ- 
ing multimedia and an on- 
line computer quiz. 
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Gandhi, Person 
of the Century? 


Agee Magazine is 
conducting a poli to 
identify ihe 100 people 
who influenced events in 
the 20th century and will 
influence the coming mil- 
lennium. At the end of 
1999 this will culminate in 
the Person of the Century. 


Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi, The Mahatma 
lived during one of the 
most violent periods of 
this century worked 
through two of the most 
savage civil wars in South 
Africa, The Boer War and 
The Zulu Rebellion as an 
Ambulance Corps as a 
stretcher bearer walking 
through war zones bearing 
the wounded on stretchers. 
He fought for equal rights 
for the non-white immi- 
grant population of the 
South African Colony and 
for independence for India 
from one of the most pow- 
erful empire using non- 
violence as the only 
weapon. He fought against 
a powerful social set 
which had existed for over 
5000 years to achieve the 
emancipation for the so- 
called untouchables. He 
lived through the horror of 
seeing the Atom Bomb 
used against a defenceless 
civil population and said 
that now the world faced 
only one option “Non-vio- 
lence or Non-existence”. 


Albert Einstein in a trib- 
ute said ‘...Generations to 
come, it may be, will 
scarce believe that such a 
one as this ever in flesh 
and blood walked upon 
this earth.” 


Mahatma Gandhi The 
Person of The Century 
Committee has been 
formed by Vijay Mukhi, K. 
Pandyan and Tushar Arun 


Gandhi who feel,“we can 
together choose Gandhi as 
the Person of the Century. 


Send in your choice of 
Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi for The Person of 
the Century to TIME 100, 
Room 25-48, Time & Life 
Building, Rockefeller Cen- 
fre, New York, N. Y. 
10020) or E-mail 
TIME100@time.com. along 
with your reasons for the 
choice. 


Send in your choice on 
a postcard to either of the 
following addresses Micro 
Giga Infotech, 109 Udyog 
Mandir 2, Mogul Lane, 
Mahim, Mumbai-400 016; 
or VMCI, Everest Building, 
Tardeo, Mumbai-400 034. 
Or Phone in during office 
hours to 4443709 or 
4964339. Or walk into ei- 
ther of the offices between 
12.00 and 5.00 pm on 
working days till the 5th 
January 1998. The Com- 
mittee forward your mes- 
sages to TIME100. 
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Simulated 
Games Centre 


he Hakone Entertain- 

ment Centre, 
Mumbai’s first True to Life 
Simulated Games centre, 
launched by Hirananadani 
Constructions Pvt Ltd., is 
all set to redefine the con- 


cept of entertainment in 
Mumbai. 


Fashioned on the lines 
of international games ar- 
cades, Hakone Entertain- 
ment Centre, situated at 
Galleria, Hiranandani Gar- 
dens Powai, offers sophis- 
ticated games from leading 
manufacturers Sega, 
Namco, Konami... On dis- 
play are international 
favourites like Suzuka 8 
hrs, Sega Rally, Jurassic 
Park, Tekken 2, Aqua Jet, 
Virtua Cop and Midnight 
Run to name a few. 


The games, with their 
true to life graphics, simu- 
lated movements, and real- 
istic sound and special ef- 
fects on screens as huge as 
50 inches enable the player 
to experience the thrill of 
Formula One racing, mo- 
torbike racing, midnight 
runs, water-jet skiing, 
shooting and armed com- 
bat, all in the comfort of a 
3000 sq. ft. air-conditioned 
Indoor Amusement Ar- 
cade. The player can either 
zoom at breakneck speeds 
through race tracks, dodg- 
ing obstacles and 
manoeuvring tricky curves 
at the Sega Rally, zip 
across the streets at night, 
racing against other cars on 
a Midnight Run, or escape 
from the dinosaurs at Ju- 
rassic Park. If that is not 
enough one can race one’s 
Aqua jet past the rushing 
waves on the deep blue 


sea, beat one’s opponents 
in an armed combat or 
shoot down the bad guys 
in Virtua Cop. 


The Hakone Entertain- 
ment Centre was 
conceptualised by the 
Hiranandanis as a unique 
entertainment centre cater- 
ing to the entire family. 


A charming attraction 
for kids at the Hakone Cen- 
tre is the presence of a 
huge 8 feet tall clown that 
functions on an in-built air 
propelled mechanism. 


Galleria, the shopping 
mall at Hiranandani, in- 
spired by the original 19th 
century Galleria in Milan, 
Italy, provides the right 
ambience for Hakone. 


Future plans at 
Hiranandani include the 
opening of several such 
Hakone entertainment 
centres in Mumbai and in 
major cities and towns 
across the country. The ex- 
pansion would be through 
acquisition of properties 
and through franchise. 
However, franchise would 
be with Management con- 
trol only. The Group also 
plans to set up an eight 
lane bowling alley, a mini- 
golf course and a depart- 
ment store. The sport of 
Go-Karting will be shortly 
introduced. Hiranandani 
also has plans to open a 
5000 sq ft. super market at 
Powai by May '98. 
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; he husband who talks in his 
sleep may just be taking 
advantage of his opportunity! 


Plein OF OPTIMISM: A Mi 
man marrying his secretary OTH : An animal that 
and thinking he can go on can eat a modern bathing 


dictating to her! suit in one gulp! 


H. bought her a beautiful 


expensive dress. She wore it all 
evening, talked about it all 
evening, and then dropped the 
subject! 


UJ... do you calla 


Fellatio teacher? 
- A "headmaster"! 


Contributed by SHASHANK & ASHU SHEKHAR 


BMG CRESCENDO (IND 


| AVAILABLE ON MUSICASSETTES & COMPACT DISCS 


Regn. No MH/MBI-SOUTH/389/98 


Whether it be the World Motorcycle Grand Prix 
or a local dirt track event, champions choose 
Castrol lubricants to power their bikes to victory. 
This international winning technology is 
available to you in Castrol Super TT. The new 
improved two-stroke formula of Castrol Super TT 
meets the JASO:FB & API-TC 
specifications and ensures: 


e Easy start. e Excellent 
pick-up and peak power. 
J) © Excellent engine cleanliness. 
Minimum engine maintenance 
e honger engine life. @ Significant 
reduction in exhaust smoke. 


Advanced Formula Castrol Super TT is recommended 

for all two-stroke bikes which are required to give smooth, 
trouble free, Champion’ performance, mile after mile. 

So next time you select your oil, insist on the original "Champions' 

Choice", Castrol Super TT - the genuine TT oil. Castrol Super TT is 

available in 250 mi., 500 ml. and 1 litre pilfer proof double sealed packs 

at all leading auto accessory shops. 


DON'T USE ANY 2T'OIL..... INSIST ONTHE ORIGINAL CASTROL SUPERTT. 


> Castrol Ml 
SUPERTT 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 
GENUINE 2 STROKE 


Race Tested Technology ernational product from Gastro! 


NORVICSON/STT 


World Champion Lubricants 


